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	Welcome Back!

	Our learning focus for this half term is ‘Animals Big, Animals Small’

	Your child needs to have…
	Lending Library 
	Important Dates

	A water bottle containing only water (no juice) each day


A pair of wellies in school every day.

Summer hat when the weather is sunny.

Sun cream on before school on warmer days. We can support your child to reapply it when needed. 

Please ensure all items are clearly labelled with your child’s name.
	Each week your child chooses a book to take home from our class lending library. 

Books are to be returned the following week, so that a new book can be sent home. 

Please ensure a suitable book bag is provided. This must be waterproof and large enough not to damage the book being taken home. 
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Thursday 23rd April 
St George’s Day 

Monday 4th May 
Bank Holiday 

Thursday 7th May 
Nursery Closed
 
Friday 22nd May 
School closes 

	What we are learning this half term!

	Literacy
	Maths

	[image: ]Our key text this term is Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell. The children are going to enjoy acting out and retelling the story. We will be naming parts of a book-front cover, title, back cover and blurb. We are going to continue to recognise our names and begin writing some of the letters in our name correctly. We will explore non fiction books about Pets and the Vets and we will begin to understand that books can give us information.
In phonics we will continue to enjoy learning rhymes and will use actions to support recall. We are going to consolidate our knowledge of the phonemes (letter sounds) we have learnt so far. We will be learning the new phonemes l, j, v, w and x. We are going to be enjoying lots of rhyming and alliteration games. This is something you can continue doing at home.  
	We will continue to reinforce showing finger numbers up to 5. We will count objects, actions and sounds up to 5 and match them to the correct numerals. We will continue to compare numbers and begin to use the vocabulary: ‘more than’, ‘less than’, ‘fewer’, ‘the same as’ and ‘equal to’. We will begin to make marks to represent numerals to 5. We will continue to use words such as ‘first’ and ‘then’ to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional. We will be exploring weight and we will make comparisons between objects. 

	Communication and Language
	R.E.

	[image: Look &amp; Learn: Pets]This term the children will develop a wider vocabulary through our non-fiction texts and hands on experiences when learning about pets and how they are cared for. We will continue to develop our understanding of ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ questions. The children will use talk when describing stories using story maps to support the retelling of Dear Zoo. At home you could explore stories with animals in and encourage the children to name the animals that they can see.
	[image: Celebrating Mary, Our Mother, in the ...]The children will revisit the Easter story and talk about how we celebrate at home. In May the children will be thinking about Mary. We will talk about why she is special and we will make flowers for her on our Altar. 
The children will learn about the Ascension and that Jesus had a special goodbye with his friends before he went back to heaven.

	Understanding the World
	Expressive Arts and Design

	[image: ] This term we have got lots of exciting activities to help children develop their understanding about the world around them. The children will continue to use their senses to explore outside. We will explore how our sunflowers grow now they are planted outside.  The children will begin to make connections between the features of their family and others. We will talk about pets we have and how we look after them. The children will learn about animals and explore what animal makes a perfect pet. We will have a visit from a pet and their owner. If you have a pet at home you could talk to your child about how you care for it. 
	 We will be learning about how to add detail to our pictures when drawing our favourite animals and pets. We will use step by step pictorial instructions to support our drawing.
We will explore how to use blocks and other construction kits to create a play area for zoo animals. In music the children will use drawings to represent ideas like movement or loud noises-representing loud and quiet animal sounds, fast and slow animal movements. We will listen to music by Randy Newman and think about how his music makes us move and feel.

	Physical Development
	PSE

	We will continue to develop our gross motor skills when hopping, running and jumping. We will develop our skills when throwing and catching and work together with our peers when playing games. We will begin to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhyme, through outdoor ring games, wiggle me into squiggle and movement rhymes. The children will continue to develop their scissor skills and will continue to develop a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. At home you could help your child write their name and enjoy visiting parks, encouraging your child to climb and explore play equipment.
	We will continue to follow our nursery rules and understand why they are important. We will continue to be: Ready, Respectful and Safe. We will continue to use the ‘Zones of Regulation’ to communicating our feelings. 
We will continue to develop our independence when meeting our own care needs. We will learn about how to make healthy choices about food, drink and tooth brushing.


	Our Favourite Five stories.
	Rhyme/songs we are learning

	· Oi Frog! By Kes Gray and Jim Field 
· The Pig in the Pond by Martin Waddell
· Walking through the Jungle by Julie Lacome
· Monkey Puzzle by Julia Donaldson
· The Stompysaurus by Rachel Bright and Chris Chatterton
	· Walking Through the Jungle
· I Went to Visit the Farm/Zoo One Day 
· Old Mac Donald Had a Farm 
· Alice the Camel had 5 humps 
· One Elephant went out one Day

	At home, please help me…

	· to practise putting on my coat and shoes by myself. 
· to learn to write my first name. Start with my initial letter and when I know this add a letter at a time. 
· by sharing LOTS of stories with me and encourage me to talk about what I can see in the pictures
· by singing the nursery rhymes and counting songs I am learning in nursery 
· play eye spy numbers 1-5 when we are out and about. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Start to practise writing my numbers using number rhymes 
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