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Writing Policy
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At St. Annes, together in faith, we passionately .commit to:

Build .a loving, ~vibrant community with Christ at the heart;

Celebrate the uniqueness of all and enable them to reach their potential:
Through ouwr shared vision and values, nurture knowledge and skills for
lifemlong learning .and .achievement;

Raising self-esteem, with commitment, organisation .and resilience, we
achieve excellence as together we...

“Learn Lo love, Lowve Lo learn in readiness for ljfe.”

Owr intent is that all St. Annes pupils will hecome .confident, .competent
writers and develop their own authentic writing voices Writing gives
children .o way to effectively communicate with others: to share their
ideas, thoughts, emotions, cultural identity .and express who they are.
Through a text-rich writing curriculum, we will expose children to new
worlds, experiences .and ideas, expanding their vocabulary and their
horizons. Owr Choice .of texts will hoth value .and confirm who .our
pupils are and where they come [rom, and introduce them to .cultural
and social contexts beyond those they .are familiar with.

Owr English curriculum is designed so that children will gain the skills
they need to become .accomplished writers, enabling them to express
themselves cearly and confidently for a wide range .of purposes. They
will be prowvided with meaningful contexts .and purposes for writing
across the curriculum. As competent, confident writers, St. Annes pupils
will have the power to imake their own voices heard, to influence .others
and to change the w.orld!
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1) Pupils will mwrite effectively for a wide range of purposes:

o [dentify audience and purpose for their writing.

o Write in .a wide range .of text types.

o Read .a wide rvariety of high quality texts (different genres and
authors) to use .as good quality writing models.

o [dentify and wse key features .of different text types.

o Write fluently, .and coherently using appropricte vocabulary,
grammar and tone.

2) Pupils will evaluwate and edit writing, .assessing the effectiveness .of
hisfher own and others' writing with reasoning:
e Read .and listen to a wide range of genres and .authors
o Engage in discussions .and debhates
o Use relevant strategies to build vocabulary
o Articulate and justify answers, arguments .and opinions
o Consider and evaluate different viewpoints.
o Understand .and know how to wse all grammar and punctuation,
in line with the National Curriculum for KSI .and KS2.

3) Pupils will write legibly .and fluently with .accurate spelling:
o Write fluently w.ith correct letter formation wsing joined cursive
handwriting.
o Achieve accuracy in spelling (NC English appendix 1)

Statutory requirements for the teaching .and learning of English .are laid
out in the National Curriculum (2014) .and in the Communication and
Language (Prime) .and Literocy (Specific) Areas .of the Statutory
Framew.ork for Early Years .and Foundation Stage (2021).



At the heart of ouwr approoch to wiriting is the philosophy .of promoting .o
writing culbure ocross the school. Writing places significant demands .on
pupils’ working .memory so it is vital to teach it in .o sequenced w.ay that
helps to manage those demands - in line with the Department for E.ducation
Writing Framework 2025. From the .moment they join us, we w.ant .our
pupils to see themselves as writers and enjoy writing. Skarting in Narsersy,
pupils are given o huge range of opportunities for purposeful mark making
in prowvision and begin to ascribe meaning to their marks. Daily activities
to develop gross and fine motor skills support pupils in gaining the early
skills needed for handw.riting.

In Early Years, owr pupils learn to read and write effectively .and quickly
using the Read Write Lnc.(RWI) Phonics progromme (see

separate  phonics ,p,o,liog) and  structured  handwriting
lessons. We also follow ‘EY2P approach to teaching muriting
in EYFS with .o key text and enhanced prowvision linked to
this.

T © Tasting
| @ Imagining

From Year | to Year 6, writing is taught through the Write
Stuff .approach wmwith spelling .and handwriting  taught

| The Write Stuff is .an evidence hased approach
through clear teacher modelling .and opportunities
for supported proctice. In daily writing lessons,
teachers follow a repeated pattern .of ‘Lnitiate,
‘Model .and ‘Enable’ whereby they wse the three
Zones of writing (FANTASTICs,
GRAMMARISTICS, BOOMTASTICS) to prowvide a consistent whole school
siystematic approoch to writing carefully constructed sentences. Pupils .are
then able to take increasing responsibility for their writing through weekly
independent writes.
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Ouwr cwrriculum is hased on .o wide range of high quality texts and a
~variety of cuthors, with learning planned carefully to rewvisit and hbuild
upon prior knowledge and experience. Through .o combination of fiction
and non-fiction units, children are able develop .as writers throughout their
learning journey. During their time at St. Annes, all pupils are given
opportunities to write for a wider .oudience by entering local .and national
competitions. Visits from local .authors, theatre companies and .aim to
inspire and motivate our children to really love writing.
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A,t St. Annes, a high /s.tan,d,a,rxi of ,p,rz/senta,uon is zn,cowag,e,d an,d

Tza,chm,g of handwriting aims to ensure that children:

g e R B N P
;{Eﬁﬂpﬁwmﬁmmmﬂwﬂwm é:g_hl_'&k
mwﬁmmwmpagom L mn o p
Ochm%ﬁergﬁmmmMLgmﬂw q r A L W

e Children .at Key S 2 are aware that
mmmm%@m%mmmma MWK%Z

writing style appropricte to o tosk

Before children are able to fully blend sounds to read, teachers and

teaching assistants should model printed mwriting on the hoard or .on

L (in line with the DfE Reading Framew.ork Guidance- 2021). Once
en are reading and blending, teachers .and teaching assistants

ﬁ}wuidmdeiﬂwd,omzdwwzﬁtgie,aiﬂum when writing on the

board, marking hooks or on displays. Pupils will be taught how to sit

Louzowéatamuew}mwutmgandhﬂw,to}wld,apzncdmuzcﬂg

SITTING POSITION
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Handwriting in EYFS

In EYFS, children are given .opportunities to develop fine .and gross
motor skills to support }mdwxj.tmg through a ~variety of w. . This is
structured and planned in owr EYFS progression of Fine .and Gross Motor
skills documents.

In R lon, children .are Lo fLorm individual letters geJoyp]
and mptw,a,ccu,r,aizb?; Aduring Rza%jﬁtz Lr{g sessions. The .order Wﬂw,t M%M‘ém
letter Lormations follows Read, Write Inc. Set .one sounds. Handwriting
lessons [ocus on upper and lower case letters and the teaching .of
wriking [rom left to right and from top to hottom.

Read Write:

When children .can form letters .correctly, they begin to learn a
style. This Ml,g%so,taff/s,a,ti}wbzguuung of Year 2. H,an,d/w,rﬁg

oined
wr times weekly for |5 minutes, with .opportunities for teacher

n% and pupils ' proctice. Letters w% /s,gxsﬁjrmtmug,

with plenty of opportunities to revisit and practice prior learning.

Hoandusriti in KS2

In Y3 .and Y&, pupils continue learn and proctice letter joins, learning .all

diagonal and horizontal strokes needed, thro teacher modelling .and

' proctice three times weekly. By Y5 .and 76, pupils should build up
and speed, practicing handwriting through dictations.
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In EYFS and Year |, .ouwr pupils follow AW—M' , AMstematic
programme of daily phonics teaching through Read Write Lnc. '(/sze
W,e,e{bcow,a,gz o;,ow,pupibs,toap,plgﬁu,p}wmkfwwiedgzwhm

From Year 2 orwards, pupils continue with Read Write Inc and .are also
taught the related ing content wsing the .online ‘Pur. M.ash’
Scheme. T}L&gidmz pﬁﬁ meets the requirements of ithlfO | 4
N.ational Curriculum .and hos o clear progression through blocks of
teaching wnits across the year. It is engaging, interactive .and supports
our teachers with the teaching of spelling. Links .are made to .online
homew.ork octivities. Spelling sessions are organised as follows:

e KSI - 15 minutes daily spelling session
e KS2 - 3 x 15 minute spelling sessions per week

Learning in spelling lessons is reinforced .and revisted .during .daily
writing lessons.

A constant cycle of assessing, .monitoring, target setting and pupil
Jeedback .are instrumental in supporting children’s wuriting development.

o Assessment of writing, spelling .and handwriting is on-going,
carried out by teachers hoth formally .and informally during
lessons. The results of such assessments have .a direct impact .on
the .assessment.

e Teacher-pupil conferencing is a key strategy used in mwriting lessons
to assess pupils’ understanding .and ensure all pupils receive
~aluable verhal feedback from teachers on successes .and next
steps.

e Marking of pupils’ work is important part of on-going .assessment
and all writing is marked in line with the school marking policy.
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This helps children to see what they have done well, note errors
and know the ‘next steps’ in their learning. Please see our Marking
P,o,u,cg }ox more WJWA.

e Those pupils following RWI programme are assessed using the RWI
tracking grids. Assessments .are then recorded .on the RWI school
portal. These .are monitored half termly and pupils are grouped for
,l.e,auu,n,g' ,a,coo,d.umgl,g ) P,wp,d/i' wWill receive |:| /s,up,p,o,r,tiaf,rmd,i/s
dentified.

e Teachers formally assess half-ter using online trocking tool,
bhased ,on},eojvi,dzn,ce from m,dzp.endzrlnl,jt"?} wriking.

e Children who are ing hehind, .and high- ining children in

o Teachers wse online tr. ing tool to follow children’s progress .and
in writing. The school English lead and Senior Leadership Team
monitor progress throughout the school by sampling children's
work, listening to pupil yoice and assessing data as per the

» Moderation of teacher assessment is undertaken fzgulwl,g for

ity .ossurance. St. Annes staff moderate writing wsing national
fication materials as well as exemplification .materials .on the

Tau. Troucker . Ln addition, pupils writing is also
moderated by .o ing professionals in local custers of
Achools, by external English consultants .and by Local Authority
moderators.

o Written reports to mmzmmm@gw(mmm;uu)
mwmuwﬁlmwmmpxggrmmw;m with
,p,a,rzrws/ carers. Pupils progress in writing is also discussed with
parents twice a year at Parents’ Evening.

Writing is taught within the guidelines of the schools equal-opportunities
» We ensure that all owr children have the .opportunity to gain English

,kn,owlzdgif,az_bd, und.er/s,tandm,g regardless .of gender, race, class,
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» For those children learning English as .an additional i@qu&
(EAL), rt s put in place in school .and we are supported by
the L,omf@.
» Owr expectations do ot Limit pupil achievement .and assessment does
not irwolve cultural, social, linguistic or gender hias.
We .aim to teach English in a broad globhal .and historical context,
using the widest possible perspective and including the contributions.
of people of many different hackgrounds.
We value English as a vehicle for the development of language skills
and vocabulary. We we zncowﬁ%z our children to ,té,k constructively
ahout their English experiences.
We recognise the particular importance of first-hand experience for
,rrw,tw,a.tmggmﬁiu ,d'dermm, including i those {wﬁ learning difficulties. }0
We recognise that Engli stro our gi and

't/E.’u.l\_lé

We recognise families .as important partners in a childs education. We
hold parent workshops, information sessions and ‘Lnspire Days’ to keep
parents and carers fully informed with how to support their children .at
home.

This English policy will be reviewed by the English Lead .and the Senior
Leadership Team in July 2026.



