


Which words should we teach?
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Based on Isabel L. Beck, Margaret G. McKeown, and Linda Kucan (2013) Bringing Words To Life

	KS1 
	My school 

[image: ]
	The UK
[image: ][image: ]
	Continents and Climates 
[image: ][image: ]
	St Helens and Nairobi 
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	Town
School
Natural environment 
Fieldwork
Aerial view/map
	Country
Capital city
Government 
United Kingdom 
UK
Port
Harbour
Dock
Cargo
River 
Valley 
	Continent
Temperature
Climate
Polar
Weather 
Ocean
Equatorial
Equator
	Continent
Town
Capital city
Government 
Landmark
Weather
President
Council
Highlands


	Lower KS2 


	Our school grounds and local area
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	Iceland 
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	Madrid, North west and Andean region
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	International Transportation 
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	Fieldwork
Aerial view/map
Sketch map 
Map key
Natural environment 
Man made 


	Europe
Habitable
Inhabitable
Earthquake
Grid reference
Earth’s crust 
Volcano
Tectonic plate 
	North West England
Region
Community
Mountain Range 
Population
Congestion
Urban
Rural
Agriculture
Green belt
Deforestation 


	
	International
Destination
Cargo
Freight
Import
Export
Trade
Port
Cargo
Maritime

	Upper KS2 
	Landscapes of the UK
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	Describing maps of the world
[image: ]
	[image: ]Europe inc Russia 
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	County
Erosion
Freshwater 
Pennines 
Region
Industrial Revolution  
	Easting
Northings
Grid reference 
Equator
Prime Meridian
Northern Hemisphere
Southern Hemisphere
Latitude
Longitude 

	Continent 
Europe
Population
Landmass
Northern Hemisphere
Equator
 
	
	Biomes
Climate Zones
Deforestation
Overpopulation
Pollution
Terrestrial
Aquatic





Tier 1


Everyday words


Tier 2


General academic
and literary words


Most often found in
academic speech and
texts


Tier 3


Subject specific
words


Most often found in
Information texts within
a specific subject or
field


Most often found in everyday talk


eg. the 20 most
common words: the, be,
to, of, and, a, in, that,
have, I it, for, not, on,
with, he, as, you, do, at


eg. relative, vary,
formulate, accumulate, calibrate, itemise, misfortune, dignified, faltered, precede,
periphery


eg. lava, ventricle,
timbre, circumference,
deciduous
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Location
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Physica
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Physica
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