


Which words should we teach?
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Based on Isabel L. Beck, Margaret G. McKeown, and Linda Kucan (2013) Bringing Words To Life

	KS1 
	WW1   
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	A Street In Sutton 
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	The Great Fire of London 
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	Mary Seacole and Edith Hughes
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	War
Soldier
Lance Corporal
Treaty
Armistice
Trench
Munitions
	Past
Present
Artefact
Census
Wringer
Overcrowded
Compare
Similar
Different
	Congested
Eye witness
Extract
Flammable
Significant
	Achievement
Significant
Sanitary
Wounded
	

	Lower KS2 


	WW2
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	Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age
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	The Roman Empire
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	Ancient Egyptians

[image: ]
	

	
	War
Allies
Axis
Evacuation


	Agricultural
Consequence
Communal
Nomadic
Conical
Thatched
Fort
Fortified
	Assasinated
Emperor
Resistance
Territory
preservation
	Afterlife
Ancient
Civilisation
Mummification
Pharoah

	
	

	Upper KS2 
	WW2
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	Anglo Saxons and Scots
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	Vikings and Anglo Saxons
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	Ancient Greeks
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	Early Islamic Civilisation
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	Global History
Commemorative
Rationing 
	Conquered
Collapse
Chaos

	Danegeld
Conquer
Explorers
Raid 
Accounts
Danelaw 
	Civilisation
Democracy
Government
Influential
Polis
Pnyx
Ostracism
	
	Nomad
Calliphate
Calliph
Mongols
Siege
The Golden Age 
Arabesques
Depicted
Prosperous
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Tier 1


Everyday words


Tier 2


General academic
and literary words


Most often found in
academic speech and
texts


Tier 3


Subject specific
words


Most often found in
Information texts within
a specific subject or
field


Most often found in everyday talk


eg. the 20 most
common words: the, be,
to, of, and, a, in, that,
have, I it, for, not, on,
with, he, as, you, do, at


eg. relative, vary,
formulate, accumulate, calibrate, itemise, misfortune, dignified, faltered, precede,
periphery


eg. lava, ventricle,
timbre, circumference,
deciduous
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Settlements
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Beliefs
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Society
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