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Purpose of study

The study of geography involves our pupils exploring the relationship and interactions between
people and the environments in which they live and upon which they and all life on Earth
depends. Many of the pupils who now attend our school will live to see the next century and
inhabit a world of 11 billion people. The many opportunities and challenges that will arise during
their lifetime will be very much about geography at personal, national and global scales. What
we intend pupils to learn in geography reflects this throughout the curriculum. We have
established a school curriculum plan for geography (1) as an entitlement for all pupils that is:

e Aspirational
e Logical, relevant, broad and
e Sequenced

e Built upon and has continuity

Intent

At Over Hall we strive to:

o Ignite interest and curiosity enabling children to gain knowledge & understanding of
places in the world and of how places can change over time;

e Increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, teach a respect and
understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country;

o Provide high quality experiences that allow children to learn graphic skills, including how
to use, draw and interpret maps;

« Empower children with the knowledge and understanding of environmental problems at
a local, regional and global level;

o Ensure pupils experience a progressive curriculum that encourage equips them with
geographical knowledge, vocabulary and skills important for success in their world
today.

o Encourage children to commit to sustainable development and an appreciation of what
‘global citizenship’ means;

o Develop a variety of other skills, including those of enquiry, problem solving, ICT,
investigation and how to present their conclusions in the most appropriate ways.

Implementation

Geography is taught using the ‘Connected Geography’ scheme which is then personalised by the
class teacher using the National Curriculum objectives.

The geography curriculum largely follows a thematic approach, linking with class themes.
Geography teaches an understanding of places and environments. Through their work in
geography, children learn about their local area and compare their life in this area with that in
other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. They learn how to draw and
interpret maps and they develop the skills of research, investigation, analysis and problem-
solving. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain
an appreciation of life in other cultures. Geography teaching also motivates children to find out
about the physical world and enables them to recognize the importance of sustainable
development for the future of mankind.




Subject content
Early years provision

Activities and experiences for pupils will be based on the seven areas of learning and
development, as outlined in the DfE’s ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage’.

communication and language.

physical development.

personal, social and emotional development.
literacy.

mathematics.

understanding the world.

expressive arts and design.

All activities will adhere to the objectives set out in the framework.

Key Stage 1 Pupil Objectives:

Pupils should be taught about:

During Key Stage 1, pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United
Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live
there. They also begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical enquiry
inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions about people,
places and environments, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps and
photographs.

Key stage 2 Pupil Objectives:
Pupils should be taught about:

During Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the
United Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world. They
find out how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Pupils carry out
geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical
guestions, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial
photographs and ICT. Children will develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking
geographical questions, collecting and recording information and identifying different views.
They will acquire the appropriate practical skills associated with Geography, including using
suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and maps, plans and atlases. Pupils will use
secondary sources of information with accuracy, including aerial photographs, satellite images,
etc. As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, geography
contributes to the wider aims of primary education.




Inclusion within Geography

We are an inclusive school and as such, do not believe in narrowing the curriculum for any
learner. Our curriculum is designed with inclusion of all at heart, and our curriculum intent
is therefore the same for all children.

However we are mindful that there are an abundance of factors which need to be considered
in order for all learners to be able to access learning according to their individual needs;
perhaps none more so than for those learners with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND).

Therefore, whilst our curriculum intent is the same for all learners; our implementation of the
curriculum may well look different for different groups of pupils. Teachers will plan,
scaffold, challenge and embed learning through activities which are adapted to meet
children’s needs — we call this adapted implementation. This is to ensure that our
curriculum can be met by all within an inclusive environment, mindful and responsive to
children’s needs.

We use guidance set out within the NASEN teacher handbook to assist us in amending our
implementation within Geography. Examples of this, though not an exhaustive list, can be
seen to the right. Note, these are suggestions of what may be implemented but all
teachers will amend according to learner need.

e Word banks and picture resources may be supplied to assist learners with scientific
language and processes.

e Staff may scribe for children to ensure a child’s explanations and articulation is not
limited by writing competence.

e Make regular references to relevant language throughout the lesson and using tools
such as targeted resources, working and display walls.

e Use small group teaching opportunities to dedicate more time and support to provide
additional learning opportunities to learners working towards a planned objective.

e Provide learners with targeted resources to support their learning and understanding
such as concept cartoons, prompts and visual aids.




Roles and responsibilities

The subject leader is responsible for:

Preparing policy documents, curriculum plans and schemes of work for the subject.
Reviewing changes to the national curriculum and advising on their implementation.
Monitoring the learning and teaching of maths, providing support for staff where
necessary.

Ensuring the continuity and progression from year group to year group.

Encouraging staff to provide effective learning opportunities for pupils.

Helping to develop colleagues’ expertise in the subject.

Organising the deployment of resources and carrying out an annual audit of all maths-
related resources.

Liaising with teachers across all phases.

Communicating developments in the subject to all teaching staff.

Leading staff meetings and providing staff members with the appropriate training.
Organising, providing and monitoring CPD opportunities in the subject.

Ensuring common standards are met for recording and assessing pupil performance.
Advising on the contribution of maths to other curriculum areas, including cross-curricular
and extra-curricular activities.

Collating assessment data and setting new priorities for the development of maths in
subsequent years.

The classroom teacher is responsible for:

Acting in accordance with this policy.

Ensuring progression of pupils geographical skills, with due regard to the national
curriculum.

Planning lessons effectively, ensuring a range of teaching methods are used to cover the
content of the national curriculum.

Liaising with the subject leader about key topics, resources and support for individual
pupils.

Monitoring the progress of pupils in their class and reporting this on an annual basis to
parents.

Reporting any concerns regarding the teaching of the subject to the subject leader or a
member of the SLT.

Undertaking any training that is necessary in order to effectively teach the subject.




Cross-curricular Links

Wherever possible, the Geography curriculum will provide opportunities to establish links to
other curriculum areas.
English

o Pupils’ writing skills are developed through recording findings and creating reports,
instructions/procedures etc.

o Pupils’ vocabulary is developed through the use and understanding of specialist
terminology.

Maths
e Pupils use their knowledge and understanding of measurement and data handling.
o Where appropriate, pupils record findings using charts, tables and graphs.

e Pupils use data analysis in order to identify patterns.

Assessment and Reporting

Foundation Stage

Children are formatively assessed through observations and evidence of completed work
throughout the year. Their progress and attainment is recorded using the statements of
development and the Early Learning Goals outlined in the EYFS Curriculum and is reported to
the History Subject Lead at the end of each academic year.

Key Stages 1 and 2
Staff record the attainment of pupils each term against each of the learning objectives for their
Key Stage and make a judgement of Emerging, Expected or Exceeding for each pupil.

This information is then reported to the Geography Subject Lead.

For marking guidance please refer to the Over Hall Marking Policy.

Monitoring and review
e This policy will be reviewed on an annual basis by the subject leader.

o The subject leader will monitor teaching and learning in Geography at Over Hall School,
ensuring that the content of the national curriculum is covered.

¢ Any changes made to this policy will be communicated to all teaching staff.




