Year 3 Autumn Term Newsletter
Welcome back to school and an extra special welcome to Key Stage 2! 
I hope you have all enjoyed your summer holidays and are looking forward to returning. I know starting in KS2 is a big change and you might be feeling a mix of emotions but I know with the support of each other and all our wonderful staff in school, we will have a great start to the year. I have an exciting term planned ahead for us and there are many things to look forward to!
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	AM
	Miss Connah
	Miss Connah
	Miss Connah
	Miss Connah
	Miss Connah


	PM
	Mrs Kamperman

	Miss Connah
	Miss Connah
	Miss Connah
	Mrs Hayes



In addition to the above staffing, Year 3 will also be supported by Mrs Hayes during some mornings. 
Uniform
As we know, September can be an unpredictable month for weather! Please keep an eye on the weather and ensure children are dressed appropriately, including bringing a coat if needed. If children have long hair, please make sure it is tied back fully. Earrings (studs) and watches are permitted, but children should not wear other jewellery. Jewellery should also be removed for PE.
PE
This term, our PE sessions will be Tuesday and Thursday. The children will require a PE kit to be kept in school at all times. The kit will need to consist of:
· a plain (or logoed) light blue PE top
· plain navy shorts
· a pair of trainers or pumps
Depending on the time of year, children may also need a pair of joggers to be brought in for outdoor PE. On PE days, children will be able to wear their sports hoodies instead of their jumpers if they have them.
Homework and Spellings
Homework and spelling patterns will be set on Fridays with it being due in on the following Thursday. The work will link to what we are covering in class. Homework should be completed fairly independently. If you find that your child has had difficulty completing their homework, or if they have found it easy to complete, please let me know by either writing a note on the homework or sending me a message. I am happy to offer further support for them during the week if they need it. Spelling patterns will be practised in school during the week but please continue to practise these are home as well. 
Reading 
Alongside homework, your child should be reading regularly at home whether that is independently or to an adult. They will choose their reading book from our great selection in school. I will aim to closely monitor the children’s reading choices to make sure it is a suitable level for them and are reading a variety of genres. 
Children will also complete a weekly task in their Reading and Homework Diaries. This task will be completed in school rather than at home.  
Times Tables
Children will have their log ins for TT Rockstars glued into their Reading and Homework Diaries. We encourage them to practise at home as well as giving them opportunities in school. We will be focussing on 2s, 5s and 10s at the beginning of term. 
Snacks and Water bottles
It is important that children stay hydrated throughout the day so bringing in a water bottle is essential. Water bottles will be kept in baskets at the edges of the class, so please ensure they have a sports lid rather than an open top to help prevent spillages. Please remember that snacks brought into school should be healthy and snacks are also available to purchase from the kitchen (crumpet or toast and additionally on Fridays, a bacon or sausage sandwich).
A final note… 
I hope the children enjoy being back in school and settling into KS2 life. Please remember that if you have any concerns of questions, I am happy to speak to you via email, phone call or at the end of the school day. We can then arrange a longer meeting if necessary. 
The Year 3 email address is year3@mickletrafford.cheshire.sch.uk. This is checked most days, but please allow up to 48 hours for a response. If you have an urgent matter, please email or call the school office. 
Thank you for your continued support.
Miss Connah
	Literacy
We will be looking at the book “Seal Surfer” by Michael Foreman, this is a fantastic story about a young boy who becomes best friends with a seal.  

The children will focus on improving their work for punctuation, spelling and good use of vocabulary.  We will begin our editing journey, responding to marking and self-proof reading.  This will be an important period for the children to re-establish their commitment to writing, development of creative ideas and developing stamina. Handwriting will continue to be a focus.

	Numeracy 
Our Maths work will cover a variety of areas. We will first look at the place value of numbers, representing both 10, 100 and 1000 on number lines and graphs and how to partition larger numbers. 

Then we will move onto 3-digit numbers and how we add and minus by crossing 10. There will be a focus on the word inverse and how this can be applied to mathematical situations in relation to addition and subtraction. 

Finally, we will look at the 3,4 and 8 timetables and how we can multiply and divide with these numbers. 

	PE 
During the first half of term the children will be looking at rugby and health related fitness. We will be focussing on skills such as holding a rugby ball, passing backwards and working to support the ball carrier whilst building up their overall fitness levels. 

After half term, the children will be looking at netball and dance. Again, we will be focussing on skills relating to netball such as passing, defending and pivoting and in dance the children will be developing their own motifs including travelling and canons.

	Science
During the first half term the children will be learning all about rocks. They will be comparing physical properties of rocks, investigating how strong and permeable they are, and finally learning all about fossils!

After half term, the children will be learning about light. They will be learning about reflective surfaces, shadows and how darkness is the absence of light.
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	Mrs Hayes will be teaching the following subjects this term:


Music – Learning all about ballads and writing lyrics/ performing our own and creating compositions for animations based on the theme of mountains.

RE - Looking at what Hindus believe about God and how Diwali is celebrated before moving onto how they worship in their daily lives.

	Computing – Mrs Kamperman will be teaching computing this term which will involve:

Features of digital devices/ how they are connected in a network and stop frame animation.

French 

We will be starting by learning greetings, how to introduce ourselves, numbers to 10 and colours.
	History/ Geography

This term, we are focussing on Geography. We will be learning about volcanos and earthquakes. We will firstly look at the earths structure and then move onto the different forms of tectonic plates can form mountains, earthquakes and tsunamis. We will finish by attempting to create our own earth quake proof house. 

	Art/ DT
In Art, the children will be looking at gestural drawing with charcoal with a focus on different types of mark making and using light and dark tones. The children will then practice discussing and evaluating their work with their peers.

In DT, we will be investigating packaging - including how it is fit for purpose and the use of branding - before going on to design our own packaging for a product. 



