
Reception Spring Term 

Mickle Trafford Village School 

 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you enjoyed the Christmas period and made many happy memories, ate way too much cheese 

and chocolate and managed to survive countless board games without arguing! I want to thank you all 

for your support during the crazy Christmas period in school and hope the children are now refreshed 

and ready for an exciting new year in school. Below are some general reminders of our school routines 

to ensure we have a smooth return and start to our 2024 school year.  

Morning 

We will continue our same morning routine. The children will meet me or another 

member of the EYFS staff at our Reception door at 8:40am where they will make 

their way into the classroom to put away their belongings and begin their morning 

routine. Please do not feel the need to queue up to walk your child in. If they are 

confident enough they can walk in independently from the Reception gate or walk in with a friend. If 

of course you would like to speak to a member of staff, please do so on the door such as if there are 

any changes to your child’s day e.g. after school club or different family members picking up. 

Afternoon 

For the safety and wellbeing of the children, we have a specific routine that needs to be 

followed at the end of the day. 

Our end of the day routine will remain the same. We will ensure the children are ready for home time 

with all of their belongings, sitting on the carpet. A member of staff will open the door at 3:15pm and 

once we can see you in the Reception outside area, we will call your child forward to greet you. The 

children are aware that they need to wait for their name to be called by a member of staff so please 

do not encourage them to come to you if you can see them. Please try to ensure you are here 

promptly; if you are running late, we ask that you call the school office in advance where possible and 

we will wait with your child inside the classroom.  

The school day 

Fresh water bottles are needed daily. They will be stored on the shelf in the 

classroom, easily accessible by the children. Only water, not squash or juice, please. 

We encourage the children to sit with their water bottles at several times during the 

day to have a drink. Their water bottle is always available in the classroom at all 

times and once empty, we are able to refill. Please make sure your child’s water 

bottle is named. 



A fruit snack is supplied to the children on a daily basis and is made available in 

the mornings and afternoons during ‘free flow snack’. The children are now 

amazing with this routine and have become very independent. They choose when 

to have it, find their picture and ‘pay’ for their snack. This term, we will 

introduce chopping fruit if they only want half or prefer it in smaller pieces. 

We will also begin to have ‘snack monitors’ who are responsible for washing knives, chopping boards 

and cleaning the table during tidy time. The fruit varies from day to day and can be anything from 

raisins, apples, bananas, pears etc. If your child is selective of the fruits they will eat, please provide 

a fruit snack you know they will enjoy, in a named container. Remember to tell your child you have put 

a snack in their bags, so they remember to eat it.  

 

 We still provide the children with a drink of milk during their day at school, if they 

choose to take it. The Government provides free milk to children under 5 and school will continue to 

provide milk for your child throughout their time in Reception. Again, milk is available during ‘free 

flow’ snack and the children are encouraged to drink from their water bottles if they choose not to 

have it. 

Reading & Phonics 

We read with the children every single day, during our phonics sessions. We 

complete phonics first thing Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, with all 

children. We aim to learn new sounds each week, as well as developing our reading 

and writing of words including sounds taught. We also offer daily one to one phonics sessions if your 

child needs it, to ensure they are keeping up with the sounds we are teaching. We will continue to 

change the children’s reading books/ ditties and bed time stories every Friday. 

Homework 

Your child will continue to have weekly homework challenges that will be aimed at embedding their 

maths or phonics knowledge. At the beginning of this term, the children will bring home a homework 

book rather than letter formation sheets.  Please ensure homework books are returned to school on a 

Friday so that work can be shared and new homework added. Please remember, the challenges are 

meant to be fun for the children and provide them with an opportunity to ‘show off’ their learning at 

home. They will not be marked, but will be shared with staff and the rest of the class. Please 

encourage your child to use a pencil to complete their homework to set the expectations of 

presentation ready for Year One and beyond. 

PE 

The children will continue to have their formal P.E. session each week on a Thursday. The children 

will begin getting themselves changed for PE in the new year to encourage and support independence. 

Staff of course will be on hand to support the children with getting changed. Please ensure your child 

brings to school their PE kit in a drawstring bag that can stay in school on their peg for the rest of 



the half term. We will continue to provide a range of physical activities for the children including 

outdoor learning sessions, taking advantage of our wildlife area.  

Music 

Throughout the autumn term, the children enjoyed a music session on a Wednesday morning. This will 

continue throughout this term and Mrs Hayes will be teaching this session. 

 

We would like to remind parents that they should not upload photographs of 

anyone else’s child on to social media sites. Parent groups on social media 

are great for keeping in touch with other parents but please ensure all 

content is set to the highest security settings, is polite, supportive and 

positively approved by all concerned. I hope you are all still able to log in to 

Tapestry to keep up with our learning journey. If you have lost your log in 

information, please contact me and I can update this for you. 

Should you or your child have any questions, worries or concerns, please do not hesitate to come and 

talk to us. After school is the best time to catch us, as mornings can be very hectic! We understand 

how important it is that your child is happy in school and we aim to work together as a team to ensure 

they thrive in school. We recommend that any concerns are dealt with as soon as possible and we are 

always here to help. My personal class email address is: reception@mickletrafford.cheshire.sch.uk 

which I aim to respond to within 24 hours during school hours.  

Thank you for all of your support throughout the autumn term and I look forward to working 

together during, what I am sure will be, an exciting and busy spring term! 

Best wishes,  

Miss Montgomery & the EYFS Team 
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