
Spring term in Reception 

Skills and learning overview 

Reading & Writing 

We will continue our daily phonics sessions where the children are now grouped 

according to their individual needs and next steps. We aim to consolidate our 

learning of set 1 sounds including ‘special friends’ and will begin to learn new 

sounds each week when the children are ready.  The children will continue to 

read ditty sheets or books daily within their phonics sessions and we will have a 

reading focus on a Friday where we will have the opportunity to read 1:1 with an 

adult, as well as choosing a new ‘story book’. 

Each day, we enjoy ‘story time’ where we immerse the children in a new book 

each week. The children enjoy discussing the text, acting it out in a variety of 

ways, using intonation and recall key phrases. Each week, your child will 

complete at least one writing activity linked to this text with an adult or in a 

small group. We also have a range of reading and writing activities accessible 

within our continuous provision to encourage the children to apply their phonics 

knowledge purposefully  and to develop a love of reading. 

 

Maths 

We have four maths sessions a week which range from whole class to smaller 

groups and are often active sessions that sometimes involve being outdoors. 

The children enjoy exploring maths games and apply their knowledge to their 

play based learning with support from adult questioning and a carefully planned 

environment. The children are excellent at joining in during these sessions and 

their knowledge of number is really developing. Our spring term maths topics 

are:  

 

Shape, space and measure: 

● Comparing and measuring height and length 

● Days of the week 

● 3D shapes-matching, building 3D shapes and printing 

● More complex patterns 

● Measuring time 

Number: 

● Counting, cardinality and ordinality (first, second, third) 

● Composition of numbers to 5 including partitioning numbers focusing on 

number bonds to 5 

● Focussing on ‘the fiveness of 5’ 

● Comparison including finding ‘more than’ and ‘less than’ 

Numerical patterns: 

● Subitising using more complex patterns 

● Dice patterns  

Physical Development 

 

The children will have constant access to our large outdoor area where they can 

access the mud kitchen, garden and digging area. In addition to accessing our 

range of construction materials, children will also have access to our bikes, 

scooters and climbing frame. We also provide a range of activities to support 

fine motor development daily including water and sand play, playdough, 

threading, puzzles, mark making tools and many more! 

We have one formal PE session a week on a Thursday, as well as plenty of 

opportunities to access the rest of the school grounds to participate in gross 

motor activities. 

During our PE session, the children will be developing their dance and 

gymnastics skills through a nursery rhyme theme. 



Communication & Language 

In Reception, communication and language is at the heart of everything we do. 

We are always encouraging the children to communicate their thoughts, 

feelings and ideas throughout the day by providing the following opportunities:  

● Engaging in story times and new books and talk about stories to build 

familiarity 

● Learning and singing new rhymes and songs – linking to our maths 

learning and P.E. dance sessions 

● Use new vocabulary throughout the day by referring to our key 

vocabulary wall linked to our focus text 

● Through planning sessions and during play based learning, we support 

the children to articulate ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences 

● Describe some events in detail including sharing weekend news, re-

telling stories and ‘teach a friend’ a new skill 

● Sharing the ‘chatterbox’ to encourage children to ask and answer 

questions 

● Engage in helicopter story sessions to bring our own stories to life and 

begin to use ‘storytelling dice’ 

Understanding the World 

We will begin the term exploring the questions ‘I wonder what is out there?’ 

where we will explore cold places, space and the current wintery climate. The 

children will be encouraged to explore ice, learn facts about bears, use torches 

to create shadows, grow and care for cress and learn ways we can care for our 

natural environment including creating bird feeders and litter picking. We also 

hope to observe the growth of our spring bulbs that we planted in the autumn 

term. We will be joining the rest of the school in gaining an understanding of 

displacement and how moving home and school can affect families.  

 

We will then move on to explore the question ‘I wonder what creeps and 

crawls?’ where the children will have an abundance of opportunities to learn 

about and interact with minibeasts including making minibeast homes and 

growing our own butterflies!  

 

We will also have a week where we learn about a range of jobs including the role 

of a farmer and hope to have some exciting visitors to enthuse the children.  

That’s not forgetting of course, all the celebrations and traditions the children 

will learn about and engage in including Chinese New Year, Valentine’s Day, 

Shrove Tuesday and Easter.  

Expressive Arts & Design 

● Children will be taking part in a range of role play opportunities 

including within the ‘home corner’, ‘puppet show’, ‘small world’, ‘mud 

kitchen’ and many more! 

● Opportunities to act out stories and perform them to others 

● Developing our drawing skills by using our imaginations, using careful 

observations and considering details 

● Learning new songs and using instruments to enhance them, learning 

about rhythm, pace and volume 

● Use a range of new techniques to create pieces of art including 

‘marbling’, ‘printing’, ‘collage’ and ‘painting’.  

● Engage in baking activities including baking cakes and making pancakes 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development 

The children will continue to be encouraged to become more independent with 

their own personal needs including managing their feelings. The children will 

continue their daily ‘feeling check in’ where they will use the text ‘The colour 

monster’ to assess their own feelings. Through ‘My Happy Mind’, the children 

will continue to learn ways to manage their emotions and gain an understanding 

of how their brain works. They will also be provided with opportunities to 

further develop their relationships with staff, peers and other members of our 

school community and beyond.  

Through our weekly ‘Jigsaw’ session, the children will explore the following 

topics where the children have the opportunity to share their own ideas, 

thoughts and feelings.  

● Dreams and Goals 

● Healthy me 

 



Our Key Stage 1 theme this term is: Digging Deeper  

In addition, the children in Reception will have enquiry questions that will guide their learning including: 

‘I wonder what is out there?’   ‘I wonder who lives there?’   ‘I wonder what creeps and crawls? 

Below are some of the key texts that we will be reading and focusing on this term. In Reception however, we also 

follow the children’s interests, so who knows where that will lead us! 

       

 

  

 

  

   

 

 

‘We care, we learn, we belong’ 

 


