
Welcome to Reception 

Mickle Trafford Village School 

 

Dear Parents, 

A warm welcome to Mickle Trafford Village School. 

I hope you all have had an amazing summer holiday together; I have particularly enjoyed hearing all 

about it whilst looking through the children’s ‘All About Me’ books. It has been such a pleasure to get 

to know the children better during our first week together. You should be very proud of how well 

they have already settled in at school and they are enjoying exploring and engaging with their new 

learning environment alongside new friends. The children are learning new rules and routines to aid 

them in becoming more familiar with our school and the new school day. I hope this newsletter will 

provide you with further information that can help your child continue to have a smooth start to their 

school journey. 

Morning 

Thank you for helping the children to settle into their morning routine so quickly. We 

are very impressed with how independent they have become so soon, as most are 

happily saying goodbye at the Reception gate, finding their own pegs and getting 

started with their day.  

Afternoon 

For the safety and wellbeing of the children, we have a specific routine that needs to be 

followed at the end of the day. 

We will support the children to get ready for home time inside the classroom. Once the children have 

collected their belongings, they will sit on the carpet and wait to be called. Please wait in the 

Reception outside area under the canopy where you can clearly be seen by a staff member once the 

door is opened. If you are running late, we ask that you call the school office; we will wait with your 

child back inside the classroom. If you need to speak to a member of staff, we ask you to kindly wait 

for all children to be dismissed. 

The school day 

Fresh water bottles are needed daily. They will be stored on the shelf in the 

classroom, easily accessible by the children at all times. As a school, we promote 

healthy eating, therefore we do ask that bottles are filled with water only. We 

encourage the children to sit with their water bottles at several times during the day 

to have a drink. Once empty, we are able to support your child to refill. Please make 

sure your child’s water bottle is named. 



A fruit snack is supplied to the children daily. The fruit varies from day to day 

and can be anything from raisins, apples, bananas, pears etc. If your child is 

selective of the fruits they will eat, please provide a fruit snack you know they 

will enjoy, in a named container. Please let your child know if you have put a 

snack in their bags, so they remember to eat it.  

We will be trialling ‘Rolling Snack’ this half term in Reception. This is where fruit is readily available 

to the children throughout the day where they can access it independently. This will encourage 

independence as well as promote a range of other learning opportunities including ‘paying for snack’, 

preparing the table, recycling, counting plates and washing up.  

We provide the children with a drink of milk during their day at school. The Government 

provides free milk to children under 5 and we will continue to provide milk for your child throughout 

their time in Reception. If your child does not like milk or has a dairy allergy, we will remind them to 

take another drink of water during this time. 

From the week beginning the 18th September, the children will start short, daily 

phonics sessions, where they will learn or revise letter sounds (‘m’ ‘a’ ‘s’ ‘d’ etc.) The 

children will not bring home any reading books from school at this stage, but in the 

coming weeks, they will bring home a reading diary, a phonics booklet and a book 

chosen from the classroom to share with you as a bedtime story. Please make sure 

your child’s reading diary is in their bag daily and return their chosen book for 

swapping every Friday. Children will bring home a ‘phonics book’ just before the October Half Term 

break. We will be running a Phonics and Reading information evening for parents during the first half 

term. More information about this will follow.  

We will hold our first Parents Evenings of the year shortly after the October Half term. More 

details will be given out nearer the time.   

The children will have a P.E session every week. These will start from the week beginning 25th 

September and will be on a Thursday. Please make sure your child comes to school in their P.E. kits 

on these days. We ask that you consider PE kit carefully as the children are in this all day. For 

example; on a cold day we would suggest joggers or leggings are better than shorts. For indoor P.E. 

the children will be barefoot, please practise taking off and putting back on shoes and socks at home 

in preparation for this. I will email parents as a reminder closer to the time. 

 

A reminder of our PE kit: 

 

 

 



In addition to bringing their water bottle and book bag daily, we request that your child brings a 

waterproof coat daily due to our temperamental British weather! We have a large outside area that 

we will use every day whatever the weather as well as plenty of other outdoor opportunities around 

the school. We also request that your child brings a pair of wellies that can be kept in school if 

possible. We have storage inside where the children can access them whenever they feel appropriate. 

Spare clothing is also advised to be in your child’s book bag daily ‘just in case’; we do have our own 

spare clothing however this is limited.  

Please, please, please name everything! It can be distressing for the children if they can’t be 

reunited with their items – water bottles, bags, shoes, hats, gloves, wellies etc.  

We would like to remind parents that they should not upload photographs of 

anyone else’s child onto social media sites. Parent groups on social media are 

great for keeping in touch with other parents but please ensure all content 

is set to the highest security settings, is polite, supportive and positively 

approved by all concerned. At the beginning of this week, you should have 

received an email containing a password and log in for our online learning 

journey, Tapestry. If you have had any difficulties logging in, please let us 

know. You will be able to view recent photographs and observations of your child using a phone app. If 

you would like an additional email address to be added to the account, please let me know. 

Instructions will follow via email.                                                                                                                                              

During these very early days of starting school, it is important to chat to your child about their day. 

Encouraging them to talk about the things they have done, listening to what they say and finding 

opportunities to model conversations. Please also let us know about anything amazing your child does 

at home. We would love to share their achievements outside of school with the rest of the class too! 

The children will be very tired now they have started full time school, particularly the 

end of each week. From experience, the children may be upset at times due to 

tiredness, change in routines and the realisation that school is a new, permanent 

fixture in their lives. If this continues for a prolonged period or you have any 

concerns, please do let me know and we can discuss how to resolve any issues. I’m sure however, all 

children will settle well and grow in confidence, enjoying this new experience.                              

Should you or your child have any worries or concerns, please do not hesitate to talk to us. After 

school is the best time to catch staff, as mornings can be very busy! You can also contact me via the 

class email address: reception@mickletrafford.cheshire.sch.uk which will be monitored daily. 

We understand how important it is that your child is happy in school, and we aim to work together as 

a team to ensure they settle well and become confident in their new environment. We look forward to 

getting to know you all better and forming strong, positive relationships with the children at the 

heart of everything we do. 

Best wishes,  

Miss Montgomery & the EYFS Team 
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