
Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

amulet an object to protect its owner
from harm or danger

Book of the
Dead

a book of magic spells

civilisation a human society with its own
social organisation and culture

hieroglyphics a type of writing using pictures
and symbols

mummy/
mummification

a dead body that has been
specially preserved/the
process of making a mummy

papyrus a plant from the banks of the
Nile used to make paper,
boats, sandals, baskets and
rope

Pharaoh the supreme ruler of all of
Ancient Egypt, considered a
god

Sticky Knowledge about
Ancient Egypt

Khufu is well known for building the first, and biggest,
pyramid at Giza (one of the Seven Wonders of the World)
which took around 23 years to complete.

pyramids monuments providing tombs
for pharaohs

Early civilisations, such as Ancient Sumer,
the Indus Valley, Ancient Egypt and the
Shang Dynasty existed at the same time,
although the duration of each period differed.

Pharaohs built pyramids as tombs for when they died. The
first one, the Step Pyramid, was built in 2600BC. Inside you
would find everything a pharaoh would need in the afterlife,
including servants, food and tools.

sarcophagus a large stone coffin for a
mummy

3150 BC Recognised beginning of Ancient
Egypt as a civilisation

The ruler of Egypt was the Pharaoh. He was regarded as
the god Horus in living form.

scarabs amulets, often in the form of
beetles

30 BC End of Independent Rule (Egypt
becomes a Roman province)

The civilisation of Egypt spanned over 3000 years.

Sphinx a mythical creature with the
body of a lion and the head of
a pharaoh

Most of Egypt is desert, but towns and cities
grew up along the River Nile. Floods each
year made the soil fertile and rich. A narrow
strip of land became the centre of Egypt’s
wealth and power.

The uncovering of the Rosetta Stone by Napoleon's soldiers
in 1798 was a key event because it contained information
written in three different scripts: hieroglyphs, demotic and
Greek. It meant that modern people could read the
inscriptions written on the walls of Egyptian tombs and
elsewhere for the first time.


