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Here is a summary of each of the 
17 Early Learning Goals (ELGs)

Communication and Language 
Listening, Attention and Understanding – Listen 
attentively, understand and respond. 
Speaking – Express ideas and feelings clearly using 
appropriate language.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Self-Regulation – Manage emotions, behaviour and 
follow instructions. 
Managing Self – Be independent, manage personal 
needs and make healthy choices. 
Building Relationships – Build positive relationships, 
cooperate and show kindness.

Physical Development 
Gross Motor Skills – Move confidently with balance, 
coordination and control. 
Fine Motor Skills – Develop hand control to use tools 
and write effectively.

Literacy 
Comprehension – Understand and discuss 
stories and information. 
Word Reading – Recognise letters and 
sounds to read simple words and sentences. 
Writing – Write letters, words and 
simple sentences. 

Mathematics 
Number – Understand counting, numbers and 
simple calculations. 
Numerical Patterns – Recognise patterns and 
understand number relationships. 

Understanding the World 
Past and Present – Understand experiences and 
differences between past and present 
People, Culture and Communities – Learn about 
different people, cultures and communities 
The Natural World – Explore nature and observe 
the changing world.

Expressive Arts and Design 
Creating with Materials – Use materials and tools 
creatively 
Being Imaginative and Expressive – 
Express ideas through imaginative play, 
stories, music and art.
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