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Rossmore School’s music policy

Intent
The importance of Music is embedded throughout Rossmore school and is a visible and valued subject that fosters enthusiasm and passion in our learners. Music lessons are exciting, engaging and meaningful to the children, inspiring them to express themselves using a variety of genres, skills, instruments and movements. We look to instil a love and appreciation for the joy that music can bring both to the performer and to audiences and encourage the children to share their musical talents in regular performances both in school and in the local community.
Implementation
Music is planned in line with the statements laid out in the model music curriculum. Music is planned with cross-curricular links where possible and embedded strategically within our knowledge organisers to add relevance and context to the children’s learning. The language of Music is explored via active listening, performing and composing activities in ways that cater for the needs of all learners, increasing confidence and allowing children to express themselves as individuals.
We believe that all children deserve the opportunity to appreciate music and share it with others. We celebrate music together during weekly singing practice, whole school concerts, instrumental lessons and community events. Our school choir performs at local theatres, community events, care homes, arenas, cathedrals and schools and are proud to showcase what music means to our school.
All children have the opportunity to learn different instruments. We have a partnership with a local music school who come to teach guitar, drums, piano and ukulele weekly to individual pupils, as well as Rocksteady who teach electric guitar, bass guitar, drums, keyboard and vocals to children in a rock band setting. We offer whole class tuition over 10 consecutive weeks in which Key Stage 2 children can learn Ukulele, Brass (trumpet, cornet, baritone horn, trombone and euphonium) or Violins. We also regularly welcome visitors from AmaSing who lead drum, dance and singing workshops.
EYFS
In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), music opportunities are available across the curriculum. Children are engaged in nursery rhymes, number songs, phonic songs and story songs alongside daily routine songs . Musical instruments are available in continuous provision for all to access inside and outside. Structured lessons can involve following a beat and children learn to use their body via clapping, nodding to the beat .All children are  challenged to be creative, imaginative and resilient within the continuous provision areas and during more structured learning opportunities. 

Impact
Children will: 
∙ enjoy and appreciate a wide variety of musical styles. 
∙ explore how sounds are made, and how music is produced by a variety of instruments
∙ develop imagination and creativity
 ∙ build a sense of pulse and rhythm
∙ understand a range of musical vocabulary
∙ develop the interrelated skills of composition, improvisation, performance and appreciation
 ∙ enjoy a wide range of songs and sing in tune
 ∙ develop positive attitudes and experience success and satisfaction in music
Assessment
Children demonstrate their ability in music in a variety of different ways. Teachers will assess children’s work in music by making informal judgements as they observe them during lessons. Video recordings are made of live musical performances for the children to use as self-assessment. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher will assess the work and give oral feedback. Older and more able pupils are encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work. Individual class teachers will keep samples of children’s work for their own evidence.

Equal Opportunities and Inclusion
Activities are carefully planned by the class teacher and be differentiated where appropriate for children with SEN and equally the more able and Gifted and Talented children. All resources/materials have been reviewed with equal opportunities in mind, e.g. race, gender, ethnicity. Learning experiences in music are available to every child, regardless of race, gender, class or ability. Pupils are encouraged to value social and cultural diversity through musical experiences. 
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