
YEAR 4 English Overview 2023-24 
 Autumn 1 

7 weeks 

Autumn 2 

8 weeks 

Spring 1 

6 weeks 

Spring 2 

6 weeks 

Summer 1 

6 weeks 

Summer 2 

6 weeks 
Cross 

curricular links 

LC – What made 

the Romans so 

Powerful? 

 

RE- Multi faith 

week. (Hinduism) 

 

LC – Why do 

people go the 

Mediterranean on 

holiday? 

 

LC – Why is 

Greece still in the 

news? 

LC – Why is the 

River Thames 

important to 

London? 

LC – Why were the 

Norman castles 

certainly not 

bouncy? 

LC - Where would 

you choose to 

build a city? 

Class 

Novel/stories 

The Treasures of 

the Loch Ness 

Monster by Lari 

Don 

The True Story of 

the Loch Ness 

Monster by 

Frances Gilbert 

 

Puss in Boots by 

Phillip Pullman  

The Suitcase Kid 

by Jacqueline 

Wilson 

 

 

The Mousehole 

Cat by Antonia 

Barber 

The Water Horse 

by Michael 

Morpurgo 

 

Gulliver’s Travels  

 

The Balaclava 

Story by George 

Layton 

The Fastest Boy in 

the World by 

Elizabeth Laird. 

Aquafresh Advert 

Cillit Bang Advert  

Wallace and 

Gromit Cracking 

Contraptions 

The Lighthouse 

Marshmallows 

Termly Author 
Jeff Kinney 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 

David Walliams 

Gangsta Granny 

Dick King-Smith 

The Sheep-Pig 

Unit & skills Assessment Week. 

 

LANCASHIRE 

BRIDGING UNIT  

THE LOCH NESS 

MONSTER 

 

Adventure  Stories 

3-4  Weeks 

 

Outcome: 

To write a fantasy 

story based on a 

water theme. 

 

LANCASHIRE UNIT – 

THE GREAT PLAGUE 

 

Fairy Tales 

3-4 Weeks 

 

Outcome: 

To produce an 

innovated 

narrative based 

on a novel. 

 

 

 

 

LANCASHIRE UNIT –  

WATER, WATER 

EVERYWHERE 

 

Stories with a 

theme. 

3-4 weeks 

 

Outcome 

Narrative based 

on a text read 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Week. 

 

LANCASHIRE UNIT –  

PASSPORT TO 

EUROPE 

 

Novel as a Theme 

3 Weeks 

 

Outcome 

Story based on a 

plot structure 

 

 

 

LANCASHIRE UNIT –  

THE ART OF FOOD 

 

Stories with Issues / 

Dilemmas 

3 – 4 Weeks 

 

Outcome 

Story based on a 

plot structure with 

an issue / 

dilemma. 

 

 

 

Assessment Week. 

 

LANCASHIRE UNIT –  

SPARKS MIGHT FLY 

 

Explanations  

2-3 Weeks 

 

Outcome 

Oral and written 

explanation of a 

process. 

 

 

 



Skills: 

To use fronted 

adverbials and a 

range of devices 

to add cohesion. 

To use 

paragraphing 

correctly. 

To use possessive 

apostrophes.  

To add humour to 

my narrative.  

 

 

Skills: 

Use commas to 

mark clauses in 

complex 

sentences. 

Use inverted 

commas and 

other punctuation 

to indicate direct 

speech 

Read and analyse 

a fairy tale in order 

to plan and write 

their own versions. 

Identify and 

discuss the 

purpose, 

audience, 

structure, 

vocabulary and 

grammar of 

narrative. 

Link ideas across 

paragraphs using 

fronted adverbials. 

Skills 

Explore, identify, 

collect and use 

noun phrases.  

Create sentences 

with fronted 

adverbials. 

Use apostrophes 

for possession. Use 

different sentence 

structures. 

Read and analyse 

narrative in order 

to plan their own 

versions.  

Generate and 

select from 

vocabulary banks 

e.g. adverbial 

phrases, technical 

language, 

persuasive phrases 

and alliteration.  

 

Skills 

Use punctuation to 

determine 

intonation and 

expression when 

reading aloud to a 

range of 

audiences. 

Identify, discuss 

and collect 

effective words 

and phrases which 

capture the 

reader’s interest 

and imagination. 

Draw inferences 

around 

characters’ 

thoughts, feelings, 

actions and 

motives, and justify 

with evidence 

from the text using 

point and 

evidence. 

Use nouns for 

precision. 

Explore, identify 

and use Standard 

English verb 

inflections for 

writing. 

 

 

Skills 

Identify, discuss 

and collect 

effective words 

and phrases which 

capture the 

reader’s interest 

and imagination  

Draw inferences 

around 

characters’ 

thoughts, feelings, 

actions and 

motives, and justify 

with evidence 

from the text using 

point and 

evidence. 

Create complex 

sentences with 

adverb starters  

Read and analyse 

narrative in order 

to plan and write 

their own versions. 

Discuss and record 

ideas for planning 

e.g. story 

mountain. 

Use paragraphs to 

organise writing in 

fiction texts. 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills 

Listen to, read and 

discuss a range of 

explanation texts.  

Orally retell an 

explanation.  

Explain how 

paragraphs are 

used to order an 

explanation text.  

Explore, identify 

and create 

complex 

sentences using a 

range of 

conjunctions e.g. 

subordinating 

conjunctions to 

show cause and 

effect – because, 

if,  

Therefore, as a 

result, this causes, 

which causes, 

consequently.  

Use paragraphs to 

organise writing in 

non-fiction text.  

 



 Newspapers 

4 Weeks 

 

Outcome: To write 

a newspaper / 

magazine article. 

 

Skills: 

Use commas to 

mark clauses in 

complex 

sentences (using 

Y3 skill – using a 

range of 

conjunctions) 

Explore, identify 

and use Standard 

English verb 

inflections for 

writing. 

Identify and 

discuss the 

purpose, 

audience, 

structure, 

vocabulary and 

grammar of non-

fiction. Use 

paragraphs to 

organise writing in 

non-fiction texts. 

Use organisational 

features in NF 

writing. 

Proofread to 

check for errors in 

spelling, grammar 

and punctuation. 

Classic Narrative 

Poetry – Christmas  

1 Week 

 

Outcome: To write 

a short poem 

about Christmas. 

 

Skills: 

To write words that 

rhyme with each 

other. 

To use alliteration, 

personification 

and 

onomatopoeia.  

To use sense in my 

writing to convey 

meaning. 

Explore, identify, 

collect and use 

noun phrases e.g. 

The crumbly 

cookie with tasty 

marshmallow 

pieces melted in 

my mouth. 

Prepare a poem 

to read aloud, 

showing 

understanding 

through 

intonation, tone, 

volume and 

action. 

Learn a poem by 

heart and 

Poem with a 

structure.  

1 Week 

 

Outcome: To write 

a poem on theme 

of water. 

 

Skills: 

Read and analyse 

poetry in order to 

plan and write 

their own versions. 

Generate and 

select from 

vocabulary banks 

e.g. alliteration Use 

appropriate 

intonation, tone 

and volume to 

present their 

writing to a range 

of audiences 

Non Chronological 

Reports 

2-3 Weeks 

 

Outcome 

Information Poster 

with Flip-Flap Facts 

 

Skills: 

Listen to, read and 

discuss a range of 

non-fiction in 

different forms.  

Explain the 

meaning of key 

vocabulary within 

the context of the 

text.  

Analyse and 

evaluate how 

specific 

information is 

organised within a 

non-fiction text. 

Identify, select 

and use 

determiners e.g. a, 

the, this, that, 

these, those, 

some, many, 

every. 

Identify and 

discuss the 

purpose, 

audience, 

structure, 

vocabulary and 

Persuasion 

2-3 Weeks 

 

Outcome 

To produce a 

persuasive advert 

 

Skills: 

Listen to, read and 

discuss a range of 

persuasion in 

different forms  

Analyse and 

evaluate how 

specific 

information is 

organised within a 

persuasive text. 

Identify and 

discuss the 

purpose, 

audience, 

structure, 

vocabulary and 

grammar of non-

fiction – persuasive 

texts.  

Generate and 

select from 

vocabulary banks 

e.g. persuasive 

phrases, 

alliteration 

appropriate to 

persuasion. 

Discuss and 

propose changes 

to own and others’ 

Play Scripts 

2-3 Weeks 

 

Outcome 

To produce a 

script based on a 

short film. 

 

Skills: 

Listen to, read and 

discuss a range of 

plays.  

Prepare play 

scripts to read 

aloud, showing 

understanding 

through 

intonation, tone, 

volume and 

action.  

Use punctuation to 

determine 

intonation and 

expression when 

reading aloud to a 

range of 

audiences.  

Identify, select 

and use 

determiners 

including: 

- demonstratives: 

this/that; 

these/those 

-possessives: 

my/your 

 

 



Improve writing in 

light of evaluation. 

 

 

rehearse for 

performance 

 

grammar of non-

fiction.  

Use organisational 

devices in non-

fiction writing, e.g. 

captions, text 

boxes, diagram, 

lists. 

writing with 

partners/small 

groups. 

Use appropriate 

intonation, tone 

and volume to 

present their 

writing to a range 

of audiences. 

Writing 

opportunities 

Scaffolded. 

Character 

Descriptions 

Setting 

descriptions 

Gladiator vs 

Footballer 

 

 

Independent 

Writing Psalms 

Boudicca/Julius 

Caesar fact files 

Rama & Sita re-tell 

Chester Trip 

recount 

 

Scaffolded 

Responses to issues 

and dilemmas.  

Reasons to visit a 

Mediterranean 

Country. 

 

Pizza Evaluation. 

 

Independent 

Responses to issues 

and dilemmas.  

Trip Recount 

 

 

 

 

Scaffolded 

Ancient Greek 

God Description. 

 

 

Independent 

Miracles of Jesus – 

Recall and 

explanation of the 

miracles of Jesus 

How to make a 

Greek Pot. 

 

Scaffolded 

Features of a River. 

Journey of a 

Raindrop  

 

Independent 

Report of an event 

in their lives.  

 

The importance of 

rivers 

 

Scaffolded 

Write as a Norman 

Knight 

Thank you letters 

for trip. 

 

 

Independent 

What were the 

Normans really 

like? 

Beeston Castle trip 

recount 

Scaffolded 

Features of a city. 

 

 

Independent 

Letters to Bolton 

Council to suggest 

city status. 

Enrichments Visit to Hindu 

Temple 

 

Roman Trip to 

Chester 

 

 

 

Pizza Making 

 

Greek Pot Making 

 

Greeks assembly 

World Book Day 

 

Trip to Beeston 

Castle 

 

Normans assembly 

 

Skyscraper 

challenges 

 

 

 


