Writing Progression of Skills | Reception–Year 6
Whole-school progression in writing | Reception to Year 6 | Aligned with Lancashire progression guidance and the English National Curriculum.
Read across each row to follow a skill from Reception to Year 6. A dash indicates no new year-specific expectation, not that the skill is untaught. Skills are revisited and applied throughout. Reception entries are developmental starting points, not additional Early Learning Goals.
1. Composition
	Skill
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Generating and planning ideas
	Talk about experiences and stories; say what a mark, picture or sentence means.
	Say aloud what to write; compose sentences orally before writing.
	Plan ideas, key words and vocabulary; rehearse sentence by sentence.
	Discuss models; record and organise ideas; compose and rehearse sentences.
	Organise ideas into paragraphs; rehearse dialogue and varied sentences.
	Identify audience and purpose; select form; note and develop ideas using research.
	Select form and register deliberately; plan organisation, viewpoint and detail for impact.

	Drafting and developing writing
	Write simple phrases and sentences using known sounds; adult scribing where appropriate.
	Sequence sentences to make short narratives.
	Write narratives, real events and simple poetry; develop ideas across sentences.
	Write narratives with settings, characters and plot; use non-fiction structures.
	Build developed settings, characters and plot; use varied vocabulary and sentence structures.
	Select vocabulary, grammar and figurative detail for effect; integrate dialogue and description.
	Sustain viewpoint, tone and structure; integrate action, dialogue and description to advance events.

	Purpose, audience and form
	Use talk, pictures, labels and emerging writing for a real purpose.
	Make simple choices about topic and vocabulary; use familiar text features.
	Write for different purposes using features of narratives, recounts, instructions and information.
	Use appropriate organisational features and language for narrative and non-fiction.
	Maintain an appropriate form and structure across fiction and non-fiction.
	Adapt language, layout and register for different audiences and purposes.
	Control formality, register, organisation and presentation for effect across genres.

	Reviewing, editing and proofreading
	Talk about what has been written; reread own marks or words with support.
	Reread for sense; discuss and make simple changes.
	Evaluate with others; revise vocabulary and grammar; proofread spelling and punctuation.
	Assess effectiveness; suggest changes; proofread grammar and punctuation.
	Revise sentences and paragraph organisation; check tense and agreement.
	Propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation for effect and consistency.
	Evaluate and refine meaning, clarity, cohesion and register; proofread independently.

	Sharing and presenting writing
	Read or explain own writing to an adult or peer.
	Read writing aloud so others can hear.
	Read aloud with suitable intonation to make meaning clear.
	Read writing to an audience using appropriate volume and intonation.
	Use voice to communicate meaning and expression.
	Perform own compositions with control of tone, volume and movement.
	Present writing confidently, selecting appropriate intonation and expression.



2. Sentence construction and grammar
	Skill
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Sentences and clauses
	Say simple sentences; begin to write phrases and sentences.
	Write simple sentences; join words and clauses with 'and'.
	Use statements, questions, exclamations and commands; compound and subordinated sentences.
	Use a wider range of subordinating conjunctions; recognise main and subordinate clauses.
	Vary complex sentences; use fronted adverbials and clause openings.
	Use relative clauses and -ed/-ing clause openings to vary syntax.
	Manipulate sentence structures and clause order for clarity, emphasis and effect.

	Conjunctions
	Use 'and', 'because' and time words in talk.
	Use and, but, or to link ideas.
	Use and, but, or, so; when, if, that, because, before, after.
	Extend with although, while, as, until, since; choose for time, cause or contrast.
	Use conjunctions flexibly within varied complex sentences.
	Select conjunctions to create relationships and control emphasis.
	Use a full range purposefully and avoid repetitive sentence patterns.

	Nouns, adjectives and noun phrases
	Name people, places and objects; use descriptive words orally.
	Use nouns and simple adjectives to describe.
	Distinguish common/proper nouns; expand noun phrases for description and specification.
	Choose precise nouns and adjectives; develop noun phrases.
	Expand noun phrases with modifying adjectives, nouns and prepositional phrases.
	Use expanded noun phrases to convey complex information concisely.
	Manipulate precise noun phrases for concision, clarity and effect.

	Verbs, tense and voice
	Use past/present forms in speech; write simple sentences.
	Use simple present/past in writing.
	Use past/present consistently; use progressive forms.
	Use present perfect appropriately alongside simple past.
	Maintain consistent tense and subject–verb agreement.
	Use modal verbs and adverbs to express possibility.
	Use active/passive voice; appropriate perfect forms; subjunctive forms in formal contexts.

	Adverbs, adverbials and prepositions
	Use words for when, where and how in talk.
	Use time words to sequence events.
	Use -ly adverbs and time/place words.
	Use adverbs and prepositions for time, place, cause and frequency.
	Use adverbial phrases and fronted adverbials for when and where.
	Use adverbials and degrees of possibility to shape meaning and cohesion.
	Choose adverbials for cohesion across paragraphs, contrast and logical relationships.

	Pronouns and relative clauses
	Use I, he, she, they in talk.
	Use 'I' and personal pronouns in simple sentences.
	Use pronouns appropriately in connected sentences.
	Choose nouns/pronouns to avoid repetition with support.
	Use pronouns and nouns for cohesion and clarity.
	Use relative pronouns who, which, where, whose, that and relative clauses.
	Use relative clauses and pronoun reference precisely to avoid ambiguity.

	Vocabulary and register
	Use new words in speech and purposeful mark-making.
	Choose simple descriptive vocabulary.
	Use varied vocabulary from discussion and experiences.
	Select varied, precise vocabulary; begin using Standard English forms.
	Choose language to suit purpose; develop figurative expression.
	Select vocabulary and formal/informal register for audience and effect.
	Control register and shades of meaning; use synonyms and antonyms purposefully.



3. Punctuation
	Skill
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Sentence demarcation and capitals
	Hear and say complete sentences; encounter capital letters and full stops through adult modelling. Punctuation is not a requirement of the Writing ELG.
	Use spaces, capital letters and full stops; capitals for I, names, places and days.
	Secure capitals, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks.
	Apply accurate sentence demarcation across extended writing.
	Maintain accuracy in more complex sentences.
	Control punctuation accurately across varied structures.
	Use punctuation consistently and deliberately for clarity and effect.

	Commas
	—
	—
	Separate items in a list.
	Separate an initial subordinate clause from the main clause.
	Mark clauses where needed and use commas after fronted adverbials.
	Mark relative clauses/parenthesis; clarify meaning and avoid ambiguity.
	Consolidate and manipulate comma use across text types for clarity.

	Apostrophes
	—
	Encounter contractions in familiar phonics words; no independent writing expectation.
	Use apostrophes for contractions and singular possession.
	Revisit and secure contractions and singular possession.
	Use singular and plural possessive apostrophes.
	Apply contractions and possessive apostrophes accurately.
	Secure both uses consistently, including irregular plural possession.

	Direct speech
	Use speech orally in role play.
	—
	—
	Introduce inverted commas to punctuate direct speech.
	Use inverted commas and associated punctuation accurately.
	Use speech punctuation accurately within developed dialogue.
	Integrate correctly punctuated dialogue to develop character and action.

	Parenthesis and advanced punctuation
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	Use commas, brackets and dashes for parenthesis.
	Use semicolons, colons, dashes, hyphens, ellipsis and consistent bullet-point punctuation appropriately.



4. Paragraphs and cohesion
	Skill
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Grouping and organising ideas
	Sequence ideas orally and through pictures.
	Sequence related sentences in a short narrative.
	Organise connected sentences around a simple topic.
	Group related material into paragraphs; use headings and subheadings.
	Use paragraphs to organise fiction/non-fiction and opening paragraphs.
	Organise material with purposeful paragraph breaks and presentational devices.
	Select paragraph structures and presentational devices for audience and purpose.

	Links within and across paragraphs
	Use first, next and then in talk.
	Use simple sequencing words.
	Use time words and consistent reference to connect ideas.
	Use conjunctions and adverbs to connect related ideas.
	Link paragraphs using fronted adverbials of time and place.
	Use adverbials of time, place and number; cohesion within paragraphs.
	Use repetition, ellipsis and varied cohesive devices within and across paragraphs.

	Action, description and dialogue
	Tell events in order and describe characters orally.
	Sequence simple events and descriptions.
	Develop character and events across linked sentences.
	Introduce dialogue to convey character and move events forward.
	Combine setting, character and plot across paragraphs.
	Blend action, dialogue and description within and across paragraphs.
	Blend and balance action, dialogue and description to control pace and characterisation.



5. Spelling
	Skill
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Phoneme–grapheme correspondences
	Identify phonemes and represent them using taught letters/graphemes; spell phonically plausible words.
	Revise taught GPCs, consonant digraphs and vowel digraphs; segment adjacent consonants.
	Apply alternative spellings for known phonemes; segment longer words and choose appropriate graphemes.
	Apply spellings such as /eɪ/ ei/eigh/ey, /ɪ/ y (gym), /k/ ch (scheme), /ʃ/ ch (chef).
	Apply /ʃən/ tion/sion/ssion/cian and /s/ sc, and revise other Year 3–4 patterns.
	Apply /ʃəs/ -cious/-tious, silent letters and the letter string ough.
	Secure Year 5–6 spellings, applying morphology and word origins to unfamiliar words.

	Year 1 letter patterns
	Use the phonics sequence taught in Reception.
	Use ff, ll, ss, zz, ck; n before k; -tch; final /v/ written ve; vowel digraphs and trigraphs; final -y; ph/wh.
	Revisit and consolidate.
	Apply securely.
	Apply securely.
	Apply securely.
	Apply securely.

	Year 2 letter patterns
	—
	—
	Spell /dʒ/ as ge/dge/g; /s/ as c; kn/gn/wr; -le/-el/-al/-il; /aɪ/ as -y; /ɔː/ as a before l/ll; -ey; /ɒ/ as a after w/qu; -tion.
	Revisit and consolidate.
	Apply securely.
	Apply securely.
	Apply securely.

	Inflectional endings
	Hear and explore word endings in talk.
	Add -s/-es, -ing/-ed/-er/-est when root is unchanged.
	Change consonant+y to i where required; drop final e; double final consonant after short vowel where required.
	Apply suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of more than one syllable, including stressed/unstressed endings.
	Consolidate changes to root words when adding suffixes.
	Apply spelling changes flexibly in extended writing.
	Apply confidently in unfamiliar vocabulary.

	Prefixes
	—
	Use un- for negation and reversal.
	Revisit un-.
	Use dis-, mis-, re-, de- and other taught prefixes.
	Use in-/il-/im-/ir-, sub-, super-, anti-, auto-, inter-, ex-, non-.
	Use knowledge of prefixes to infer meaning and spell unfamiliar words.
	Apply prefixes and word origins accurately.

	Derivational suffixes
	—
	—
	Use -ment, -ness, -ful, -less, -ly.
	Use -ly with changes to root words and common exceptions.
	Form nouns with -ation; adjectives with -ous, including spelling changes.
	Convert nouns/adjectives to verbs with -ate, -ise, -ify, -en.
	Consolidate complex suffixes and morphology.

	Common exception/statutory words
	Write some familiar words, including own name, using taught graphemes.
	Spell taught Year 1 common exception words and days of the week.
	Spell Year 1–2 common exception words accurately.
	Learn and apply Year 3–4 statutory word list.
	Secure Year 3–4 statutory word list.
	Learn and apply Year 5–6 statutory word list.
	Secure Year 5–6 statutory word list.

	Homophones and confusable words
	—
	Recognise that words may sound alike in talk.
	Spell common homophones such as there/their/they’re, one/won and to/too/two.
	Spell further homophones and near-homophones such as here/hear and brake/break.
	Distinguish increasingly complex homophones using context.
	Distinguish commonly confused words including stationary/stationery.
	Use context and meaning to select forms including who’s/whose.

	Contractions and possession in spelling
	—
	—
	Spell contractions and singular possessive forms using apostrophes.
	Consolidate contractions and singular possession.
	Spell plural possessive forms including irregular plurals.
	Apply both uses accurately.
	Apply both uses accurately.

	Spelling strategies and checking
	Say sounds in words and attempt phonetic spelling.
	Use letter names, segmenting, rehearsal and rereading.
	Use syllables, proofreading and checking taught words.
	Use first 2–3 letters to check words in dictionaries.
	Use dictionaries independently; apply knowledge of word families.
	Use first 3–4 letters, dictionaries and thesauruses to check spelling and meaning.
	Proofread systematically using morphology, etymology and reference tools.

	Dictation and independent application
	Write recognisable letters, phonically plausible words and readable simple phrases/sentences; adult dictation is acceptable for ELG.
	Write simple dictated sentences using taught GPCs and common exception words.
	Write dictated sentences using taught spelling and punctuation; self-correct taught words.
	Write dictated sentences including taught spelling patterns and punctuation.
	Apply spelling rules independently in extended writing.
	Apply increasingly complex spelling rules across subjects.
	Spell accurately and proofread independently across extended writing.



6. Handwriting
	Skill
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Pencil grip and letter formation
	Develop fine-motor control; use effective pencil grip; form most lower-case letters correctly.
	Sit correctly; form lower-case/capital letters and digits with correct orientation.
	Form correctly sized lower-case letters, capitals and digits; space words proportionately.
	Use diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters; understand which letters are best left unjoined.
	Maintain consistent size, proportion, spacing and parallel downstrokes.
	Maintain fluent and legible writing across tasks.
	Write legibly and quickly without sacrificing accuracy.

	Joining, fluency and presentation
	Write left to right; form some capitals and recognisable letters.
	Practise letter families, ascenders and descenders.
	Begin diagonal/horizontal joining strokes; know letters best left unjoined.
	Form and use the four basic joins.
	Use a joined style consistently in independent writing.
	Join fluently; choose when printing is more appropriate.
	Choose implement and handwriting style for task; increase speed and endurance.
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