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Geography at Great Moor Junior School

Intent

Geography is a subject that encourages children to explore and understand the
world around them, developing a sense of place and curiosity about the Earth’s
physical and human features. High quality geography education at Great Moor
Junior School aims to inspire pupils to become inquisitive, knowledgeable and
responsible global citizens. An additional aim is to develop children’s confidence in
using geographical language, their ability to think critically about the world, and their
sense of connection to their local area and beyond. As pupils progress, they should
develop an informed understanding of diverse places, people, resources and natural
and human environments.

The curriculum for Geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

o Develop knowledge about the location of significant places in the UK and the
wider world, understanding key geographical characteristics, both human and
physical.

e Use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to build their knowledge of the
world, the United Kingdom and their local area.

e Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present features of the local
environment using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans, graphs
and digital technologies.

Implementation

The Geography curriculum is led and monitored by the Geography subject leader,
Miss Moston, who supports staff in the delivery, review and ongoing development of
the subject across the school. Geography is taught through a clear progression of
knowledge and skills, using engaging enquiries that build children’s understanding of
the world around them.

During the 4 years that children attend Great Moor Junior School they will:

o Use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate countries, cities and
key geographical features.

« Carry out fieldwork in the local area to observe, measure, record and present
physical and human features.

« Develop and use geographical vocabulary to describe landscapes,
environments and processes.

« Compare and contrast different regions of the UK and the wider world,
identifying similarities and differences in physical and human geography.

« Investigate weather patterns, land use, and the impact of people on the
environment.

« Develop their understanding of key geographical concepts such as place,
scale, interdependence and sustainability.

Geography Curriculum
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The geography curriculum ensures children investigate, observe, describe,
compare and evaluate places and environments.
This is embedded in lessons through a rich and varied programme that draws
on a range of high-quality resources, including the Geographical Association,
Digimap for Schools, Ordnance Survey materials, and fieldwork opportunities
in the local area and beyond. Pupils also take part in cross-curricular
geography links, themed weeks and outdoor learning experiences.
The units taught in each year follow a consistent theme:
o Locational Knowledge — identifying countries, cities and key features of
the UK and wider world.
o Place Knowledge — comparing physical and human geography in
contrasting regions.
o Fieldwork & Skills — using maps, compasses, digital tools, and first-
hand observation to gather and present data.
The key elements of geography — such as place, space, scale, environment,
and interdependence — are taught through enquiry-based lessons that allow
children to ask and answer geographical questions.
Children explore geography through cross-curricular links, making
connections with Science, History, and PSHE to deepen understanding.
They develop their geographical thinking by investigating environmental
change, sustainability and human impact, building their ability to make
informed and responsible decisions.
Fieldwork, including sketch mapping, data collection and local area studies, is
integral to the curriculum and helps pupils apply geographical skills in real-
world contexts.

Impact

While at school, children have access to a broad and engaging geography
curriculum that allows them to discover their strengths, identify areas for
development, and build curiosity about the world around them.

The nature of geography and its real-world connections help children develop
key personal skills such as critical thinking, independence, teamwork, and
self-reflection.

Geography also deepens pupils’ understanding of different cultures,
environments and ways of life, both within the UK and across the world,
promoting empathy and global citizenship.

Children are able to engage with geography in a variety of meaningful ways —
as curious enquirers, thoughtful decision-makers, and active participants in
their community.

They can interpret maps, identify and explain geographical features, and use
fieldwork skills to investigate their local area.

They develop a growing awareness of the interdependence between people
and places, and the impact of human actions on the environment.

They understand how to build upon their geographical knowledge and skills in
the future, should they wish to pursue further interests or study in this subject.
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