St Mary’s Parish,For our prayers...

The Sick
Eilish Fairclough, Joan Rhodes, Antonia Murphy, Molly Scott, Pat Reynolds, Jackie Rogers, Bernadette Bannon, Tanya Rattigan, Marie Teresa Travis, Matthew Valentine, Shaun Hale, Rose Bennett, Colette Leyland, Margaret Diffley, Michael Kerrigan, Kath Berry, Kate, Margaret Ledger, Marjorie Caudwell, Michael Cunliffe, Paul Carr, George, Anne Lodge, Arthur Melia, James Edgerton.

The Universal Cycle of Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk158462757][bookmark: _Hlk97378335][bookmark: _Hlk73444652][bookmark: _Hlk185684890][bookmark: _Hlk191729790][bookmark: _Hlk195965559][bookmark: _Hlk89518792][bookmark: _Hlk89518793][bookmark: _Hlk89518794][bookmark: _Hlk89518795][bookmark: _Hlk89518796][bookmark: _Hlk89518797][bookmark: _Hlk208060475]During Ordinary Time (Summer) we are asked to pray for the following intentions: Understanding between Christians & Jews; Human Life; Persecution, Oppression, Human Rights, Europe; Seafarers.

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intentions for June
For the values of sports: Let us pray that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, solidarity, and personal growth.
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Sat 20th Jun: Vigil Mass of Sunday
16.00: Anne Ollerton +
Sun 21st Jun: 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
08.00:	Jean & Harry Saunders ++ (100th b’days)
11.00:	Terry Grace + 
          	Cecilia Valentine + (ann)

Wed 24th Jun: Nativity of St John the Baptist
09.15:	 Maureen Leech +(ann)
Fri 26th Jun: Weekday Feria
19.15:  Wendy Clayton-Jones (l/d)

Sat 27th Jun: Vigil Mass of Sunday
16.00:   Brian Dixon + (b’day)
Sun 28th Jun: SS Peter & Paul
08.00:	Parishioners
11.00:	Teddy Cooke (l/d)
          




Parish Offerings (last weekend) 
Plate:  £813.18	Third World: £112.01 
Sacrament of the Sick: Please speak with Father Paul if the Sacrament of the Sick is required. For those in hospital, you must inform the staff that the patient is Catholic and request a chaplain’s visit in the first instance, especially in the case of emergency. If someone at home requires the Last Rites, please contact Father Paul as soon as possible.
Laying on of Hands: Usually takes place after all weekend masses on the last weekend of every month. All are welcome to receive this special form of prayer for themselves or for another.


Solemn Benediction: Every third Sunday of the month, beginning at 3pm. Confessions are also heard during this time.
Confessions: Available upon request at any time, or during monthly Benediction.
Marriages & Baptisms: Please speak with Father Paul directly regarding these sacraments. 
Funerals: Please inform Father Paul if you have suffered a bereavement in the family. However, the booking of funerals is usually made via the undertaker.
Mass Intentions & Prayers: Anybody may request for a mass to be offered for various reasons, for plenty of notice must be given in advance. 
If you would like a person included on the prayer list, which is published each week in the newsletter, please submit the name to Father Paul (permission should be obtained from the person in question before publishing).
Rainford Mass Times: Saturday at 17.30, Sunday at 09.30, Wednesday at 19.00.
Weekend Ministry Rotas:  Readers
4pm: P Burns
8am: P Coupe	11am: J Cairns
Next Week: 4pm: A Ollerton
8am: S Forrester 	11am: J Cairns

Eucharistic Ministers
4pm: J Dwyer
8am: H Valentine	11am: E McBirnie
Next Week: 4pm: C McDonnell
8am: J Cannon   11am: D Cairns
Children’s Liturgy
[bookmark: _Hlk168750743]Jun 21st Chris & Pat 
Jun 28th Kath & Brenda
[bookmark: _Hlk168144561][bookmark: _Hlk169961980]Votive Candle Intentions

Our Lady: Charles Valentine (Father’s Day)         St Patrick: 
St Joseph: Joseph Cannon (Father’s Day)	           Sacred Heart: Terry Grace +
St Therese:	Fr Paul & Fr Dido(Father’s Day)       St Anthony: 
                      	               O/L Walsingham: Private Intention
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Our Parish Facebook page is:
Catholic Parishes of Rainford & Birchley

The Parochial Club Facebook page is:
[bookmark: _Hlk210304946][bookmark: _Hlk210481315][bookmark: _Hlk216773588][bookmark: _Hlk217131573][bookmark: _Hlk217296489][bookmark: _Hlk200801665][bookmark: _Hlk216529290][bookmark: _Hlk216856408][bookmark: _Hlk211690815]St Marys Club Billinge 




Canon Leo Stoker - RIP
We sadly regret to announce the death of Canon Leo Stoker which occurred on Friday morning 19th June. Fr Leo served as Parish Priest at Rainford prior to Fr Paul for just over twenty years. He will be immensely missed but fondly remembered by parishioners of all Parishes where he served.  Please remember Fr Leo and his family in your prayers.  Funeral details to be announced in due course.

From Father Paul
For transparency, I wish to inform parishioners of upcoming dates I shall be away from the parish. After masses this weekend both Father Dido and I will be away on annual retreat for 5 nights. After which I shall be attending a meeting of European Provincial Superiors in Poland which concludes on 27th June. I shall be back in the parish for July and August and away on annual leave early September.

Recently Deceased
Ernest James Pennington – Requiem Mass on Friday 10th July at St Mary’s Birchley at 12 noon, followed by interment in the churchyard at 1pm.

Magnifica Humanitas
This is the title of Pope Leo’s first Encyclical (official, authoritative letter issued by a pope to the whole Church). “Humanity, created by God in all its grandeur, is today facing a pivotal choice: either to construct a new Tower of Babel or to build the city in which God and humanity dwell together…” Pope Leo signed his first encyclical on 15th May, the 135th anniversary of Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical “Rerum Novarum”. The new encyclical addresses one of today’s major challenges: safeguarding the human person in the age of Artificial Intelligence. Pope Leo appeals for people to build “for the common good” and to “remain human,” acting in courage towards shared responsibility and communion, so that the world “will come to recognise the human heart as the place where God desires to dwell.” The full encyclical can be accessed freely at the Vatican Website: https://tinyurl.com/ymhbn238






Annual Outdoor Mass for the Dead
Father Paul will celebrate mass in the churchyard this year on Sunday 23rd August at 11am. The mass will be offered for all those who are buried in the churchyard. All are welcome. Please spread the word, pray for good weather and BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR!


St Mary’s Parochial Club
OPENING TIMES
Revised Summer Hours
Mon & Tues: 1900 – 0000
Weds, Thurs, Fri: 1600 – 0000
Sat: 1400 – 0030
Sun: 1400 – 2200

2026 MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE NOW

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday Afternoon Cabarets

15th July – 1.30pm-5.30pm
Male Vocalist: James McLaughlin
Tickets £6 per person
On sale during the cabaret on Weds 17th June
Unsold tickets will be available from the bar staff
Summer-Fest
Saturday 4th July 2026 2pm – 11pm
An amazing line-up of live music, food vans, face painting, bouncy castles, fair and more!
Tickets are £7 per person, no reserves and non-refundable, available from St Mary’s Club.
2-3pm Strum & Bass
3-4.30pm – Kerri Louise
5-7.30pm AJ Walker
8-10pm Hello Felix 
Children under five need to acquire a free wristband. Please bring your own seats/blankets if you wish, and no dogs allowed.
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