St Mary’s Parish,For our prayers...

The Sick
Eilish Fairclough, Joan Rhodes, Antonia Murphy, Molly Scott, Pat Reynolds, Jackie Rogers, Bernadette Bannon, Tanya Rattigan, Marie Teresa Travis, Matthew Valentine, Shaun Hale, Rose Bennett, Colette Leyland, Margaret Diffley, Michael Kerrigan, Kath Berry, Kate, Margaret Ledger, Marjorie Caudwell, Michael Cunliffe, Paul Carr, George, Anne Lodge, Arthur Melia, James Edgerton.

The Universal Cycle of Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk158462757][bookmark: _Hlk97378335][bookmark: _Hlk73444652][bookmark: _Hlk185684890][bookmark: _Hlk191729790][bookmark: _Hlk195965559][bookmark: _Hlk89518792][bookmark: _Hlk89518793][bookmark: _Hlk89518794][bookmark: _Hlk89518795][bookmark: _Hlk89518796][bookmark: _Hlk89518797][bookmark: _Hlk208060475]During Easter we are asked to pray for the following intentions: New members of the Church, Human work, Vocations, Survivors of sexual abuse, the right use of the media, The Church.

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intentions for April
For priests in crisis: Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.



Birchley, Billinge, Moss Bank, Carr Mill & Clinkham Wood       
Archdiocese of Liverpool
Served by the Society of the Divine Saviour – The Salvatorians
Parish Priest: Very Rev Paul Vianney Harris SDS VF
Assistant Priest: Rev Fr Dieudonne Zeng SDS
Administrator: Lynsey Speakman
St Mary’s Birchley R.C Church
The Presbytery, Birchley Road, Billinge WN5 7QJ
Tel: 01744- 892227
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Parish School: St Mary's Primary, Birchley Road.
Tel: 01744-678610
Headteacher: Mrs Ruth Martin
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Sat 25th Apr: Vigil Mass of Sunday
16.00:	Sheila Bowden + (ann)
        	Anne Winstanley + (ann)
Sun 26th Apr: 4th Sunday of Easter   
08.00:	Kevin Travis +
11.00:	John Gordon +

Wed 29th Apr: St Catherine of Siena
09.15: Eileen Hale +
Fri 1st May: Weekday of Easter
19.15:	Fiona Kerry + (ann)
          Marcella Kerry + (ann)

Sat 2nd May: Vigil Mass of Sunday
16.00:	Winnie Coyne +
Sun 3rd May: 5th Sunday of Easter   
08.00:	Vint Moore + (1st ann)
11.00:	Barbara Winstanley + 

          




Parish Offerings (last weekend) 
Plate:  £ 861.92	Third World: £ 107.82
Sacrament of the Sick: Please speak with Father Paul if the Sacrament of the Sick is required. For those in hospital, you must inform the staff that the patient is Catholic and request a chaplain’s visit in the first instance, especially in the case of emergency. If someone at home requires the Last Rites, please contact Father Paul as soon as possible.
Laying on of Hands: Usually takes place after all weekend masses on the last weekend of every month. All are welcome to receive this special form of prayer for themselves or for another.


Solemn Benediction: Every third Sunday of the month, beginning at 3pm. Confessions are also heard during this time.
Confessions: Available upon request at any time, or during monthly Benediction.
Marriages & Baptisms: Please speak with Father Paul directly regarding these sacraments. 
Funerals: Please inform Father Paul if you have suffered a bereavement in the family. However, the booking of funerals is usually made via the undertaker.
Mass Intentions & Prayers: Anybody may request for a mass to be offered for various reasons, for plenty of notice must be given in advance. 
If you would like a person included on the prayer list, which is published each week in the newsletter, please submit the name to Father Paul (permission should be obtained from the person in question before publishing).
Rainford Mass Times: Saturday at 17.30, Sunday at 09.30, Wednesday at 19.00.
Weekend Ministry Rotas:  Readers
4pm: P Burns
8am: P Coupe		11am: J Cairns
Next Week: 4pm: A Ollerton
8am:S Forrester	11am: D Cairns

Eucharistic Ministers
4pm: J Dwyer
8am: H Valentine	11am: D Cairns
Next Week: 4pm: C McDonnell
8am: J Cannon 		11am: E McBirnie

Children’s Liturgy
[bookmark: _Hlk168750743]Apr 26th Andrea & Geraldine
May 3rd Chris & Brenda
[bookmark: _Hlk168144561][bookmark: _Hlk169961980]Votive Candle Intentions

Our Lady:			                              	St Patrick: 
St Joseph: May Cannon (b’day)			Sacred Heart: Bruce Brighouse + (ann)
St Therese: Thomas Hague         			St Anthony: 
                      	               O/L Walsingham: 
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Our Parish Facebook page is:
Catholic Parishes of Rainford & Birchley

The Parochial Club Facebook page is:
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Recently Deceased
Amanda Jayne Chisnall, Pimbo Road. Funeral Service on Thursday 7th May at 11.45am, followed by committal at St Helens Crematorium.

Annual Irish Coach Holiday 2026
+ In memory of John Moriarty +
Sunday 26th April – Saturday 2nd May 2026. 9am departure from the parochial club car park.

Ex-Notre Dame Pupils
Did you attend a Notre Dame School in the Archdiocese of Liverpool? There will be a reunion on 17th May for all ex-pupils & teachers, consisting of Mass at 11.00am followed by a complimentary light lunch & a social finishing at 3.00pm, at the Irenaeus Centre, Waterloo. A donation for our current charity & a raffle prize would be appreciated.
Reply by 3rd May to Bernie Shaw, 0161 483 0173 berniemshaw@hotmail.com. 


Message from Deacon Kevin: 
The Bike Shed Project
Our well-established Bike Shed Project continues to be a vital part of our Warm Welcome, helping asylum seekers renovate their own bicycles to improve their health, mobility, and independence.
We are currently appealing for adult bikes in reasonable condition. If you have an unused bike, please consider donating it to help a neighbour navigate our community with ease. How to Donate:
Drop-off: At St Teresa’s on Wednesday mornings (by arrangement).
Collection: If you are unable to drop off, we will endeavour to collect it from you.
To arrange a drop-off or collection, please contact Gordon on 07834 323630.
Thank you for your continued kindness and support.









St Mary’s Parochial Club
OPENING TIMES
Mon – Thur: 1900 - 0000
Fri: 1700 – 0030
Sat: 1600 – 0030
Sun: 1400 – 2200

2026 MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE NOW

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday Afternoon Cabaret
20th May – 1.30pm-5.30pm
Tickets £6 per person
On sale at the next Wednesday function – 15th April, 1pm-2.30pm
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