St Mary’s Parish,For our prayers...

The Sick
Eilish Fairclough, Joan Rhodes, Antonia Murphy, Molly Scott, Pat Reynolds, Jackie Rogers, Bernadette Bannon, Tanya Rattigan, Marie Teresa Travis, Matthew Valentine, Shaun Hale, Rose Bennett, Colette Leyland, Margaret Diffley, Michael Kerrigan, Kath Berry, Kate, Margaret Ledger, Marjorie Caudwell, Michael Cunliffe, Paul Carr, George, Anne Lodge, Arthur Melia, James Edgerton.

The Universal Cycle of Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk158462757][bookmark: _Hlk97378335][bookmark: _Hlk73444652][bookmark: _Hlk185684890][bookmark: _Hlk191729790][bookmark: _Hlk195965559][bookmark: _Hlk208060475][bookmark: _Hlk89518792][bookmark: _Hlk89518793][bookmark: _Hlk89518794][bookmark: _Hlk89518795][bookmark: _Hlk89518796][bookmark: _Hlk89518797]During Lent we are asked to pray for the following intentions: Candidates to be received into the Church at Easter; World Day of Prayer; The needy and hungry of the world; Penitents and wanderers.

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intentions for March
For disarmament and peace: Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.
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Parish School: St Mary's Primary, Birchley Road.
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Sat 21st Mar: Vigil Mass of Sunday
16.00:	Mary & Stephen Power ++ (ann)
Sun 22nd Mar: 5th Sunday of Lent
08.00:	Bill Ashall + (b’day)
11.00:	Reg Martin + (30 yr ann)

Wed 25th Mar: Weekday Feria
09.15:	Parishioners
Fri 27th Mar: Weekday Feria
19.15:	Theresa & Keith Ball (Diamond Wedding)

Sat 28th Mar: Vigil Mass of Sunday
16.00:	Theresa Travis
         	Stephen McDonald +
Sun 29th Mar: Palm Sunday
08.00:	Paul Forrester +
         	Stephen Mangan +
11.00:	Derek Wharton +
         	Zena Miller + 
           

          




Parish Offerings (last weekend) 
Plate:  £936.29	Third World: £ 117.79
Sacrament of the Sick: Please speak with Father Paul if the Sacrament of the Sick is required. For those in hospital, you must inform the staff that the patient is Catholic and request a chaplain’s visit in the first instance, especially in the case of emergency. If someone at home requires the Last Rites, please contact Father Paul as soon as possible.
Laying on of Hands: Usually takes place after all weekend masses on the last weekend of every month. All are welcome to receive this special form of prayer for themselves or for another.


Solemn Benediction: Every third Sunday of the month, beginning at 3pm. Confessions are also heard during this time.
Confessions: Available upon request at any time, or during monthly Benediction.
Marriages & Baptisms: Please speak with Father Paul directly regarding these sacraments. 
Funerals: Please inform Father Paul if you have suffered a bereavement in the family. However, the booking of funerals is usually made via the undertaker.
Mass Intentions & Prayers: Anybody may request for a mass to be offered for various reasons, for plenty of notice must be given in advance. 
If you would like a person included on the prayer list, which is published each week in the newsletter, please submit the name to Father Paul (permission should be obtained from the person in question before publishing).
Rainford Mass Times: Saturday at 17.30, Sunday at 09.30, Wednesday at 19.00.
Weekend Ministry Rotas:  Readers
4pm: P Burns
8am: P Coupe   	11am: D Cairns
Next Week: 4pm: C McDonnell & A McDonald 
8am:S Forrester & P Coupe   11am: D & J Cairns

Eucharistic Ministers
4pm: A McDonald
8am: S Forrester	11am: E McBirnie
Next Week: 4pm: J Dwyer 
8am: J Clarke		11am: R Buckner 

Children’s Liturgy
[bookmark: _Hlk168750743]Mar 22nd: Chris & Pat, Judith & Monica
Mar 29th: Kath & Brenda Elizabeth & Margaret

[bookmark: _Hlk168144561][bookmark: _Hlk169961980]Votive Candle Intentions

Our Lady:			                             	St Patrick: Sick friends
St Joseph:	          	                                       	Sacred Heart: George Parr
St Therese: Benson, Hague & Keenan families.	St Anthony: Barbara Brighouse (B’day ann)
                      	               O/L Walsingham: Private Intention
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Our Parish Facebook page is:
Catholic Parishes of Rainford & Birchley

The Parochial Club Facebook page is:
[bookmark: _Hlk195965418]St Marys Club Billinge
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[bookmark: _Hlk216529290][bookmark: _Hlk216856408][bookmark: _Hlk211690815]The Sacred Triduum 2026

HOLY THURSDAY
Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 8pm
(Rainford at 6pm) 

GOOD FRIDAY
(Day of Fasting & Abstinence)
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion: 4pm
(Rainford at 2pm)

HOLY SATURDAY
Confessions: 2pm
The Solemn Easter Vigil: 8pm

Stations of the Cross
This traditional devotion of meditating on the last moments of Our Blessed Lord’s life by reflecting on the 14 Stations of the Cross takes place every Sunday during Lent, 2pm in the church (4pm at Rainford) All are welcome.

Recently Deceased
Eileen Hale, Kentmere Ave. Funeral Mass on Thursday 9th April at 1pm, followed by interment in the churchyard.

Chrism Mass 2026
Takes place this year on Wednesday 1st April, 7.30pm at the Metropolitan Cathedral. Father Paul has the coach arranged for this event, free of charge to parishioners. Sign up at the back of the church - please do not sign up unless you are absolutely certain of going. Coach will leave from the club car park at 6pm, then to pick up from Rainford for 6.15pm.

Red Missions Collection Boxes
Please return your red missions collection box to church this weekend for counting. Thank you.

Third World Group
The Third World Group have provided their annual financial statement; copies are available at the back of church.





St Mary’s Birchley PTFA
We would like to let our local community know about some work we are doing within the school grounds. We are currently tidying up our woodland area, planters and clearing an area of the school field to create a new prayer garden. We have had “Tidy Up Tuesday” sessions running throughout March after school from 3.30pm with the last session on Tuesday 24th March and then continuing after the easter break from Tuesday 14th April. 

We are heavily reliant on volunteers and donations to bring our vision for this to life. All parishioners would be welcomed as well as parents and grandparents from school (including children providing there is an adult present). We really appreciate anyone in our community who would like to get involved in spending an hour or two each week helping us. We are looking for individuals or groups of people who can help with the following things:

• Tidying bushes and shrubbery
• Groundwork preparation
• Planting
• Fencing
• General maintenance

If you feel you can help in anyway, please contact the office at Birchley St.Mary's School on 01744 678611 or stmaryrcbp@sthelens.org.uk. 

Upcoming Second Collection
There will be a second collection taken on the 2nd Sunday of Easter (12th April) which will go directly towards the annual budget for the upkeep of the churchyard. St Mary’s is well-known in the area for its immaculately kept grounds, but it comes at a cost. Whilst we have some much-appreciated voluntary assistance, the main expenditure comes from the mowing and strimming around graves which takes place twice per month during the gardening season. All contributions are most welcome – thank you in advance.

St Mary’s Parochial Club
OPENING TIMES
Mon – Thur: 1900 - 0000
Fri: 1700 – 0030
Sat: 1600 – 0030
Sun: 1400 – 2200

2026 MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE NOW

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday Afternoon Cabaret
15th April – 1.30pm-5.30pm
Tickets £6 per person
On sale at the next Wednesday function – 18th March, 1pm-2.30pm

image1.png
Find us on

facebook




