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For our prayers...
The Sick
Eilish Fairclough, Joan Rhodes, Antonia Murphy, Molly Scott, Eileen Hale
, Pat Reynolds
, 
Jackie Rogers
,
 
Bernadette Bannon
,
 
Tanya Rattigan
, 
Marie Teresa Travis
, Matthew Valentine
, Shaun Hale
, 
Rose Bennett
, Colette Leyland
,
 Margaret Diffley
, Michael Kerrigan
, 
Kath Berry
, Kate
, Margaret Ledger
, Marjorie Caudwell
,
 
Michael Cunliffe
, Paul Carr
, George
, Anne Lodge
, Arthur Melia.
 
The Universal Cycle of Prayer
During
 
Ordinary Time 
(
autumn
)
 we are asked to pray for the following intentions:
 
Harvest, human work, care of creation, students and teachers, the spread of the Gospel, justice and peace, prisoners and their families, all victims of war, young people.
Pope Leo
’s 
Prayer 
Intention
s
 for
 
Novem
ber
:
For the prevention of suicide
: let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts might find the support, care, and love they need in their community, and be open to the beauty of life.
)St Mary’s Parish,
Birchley, Billinge, Moss Bank, Carr Mill & Clinkham Wood       
Archdiocese of Liverpool
Served by the Society of the Divine Saviour – The Salvatorians
Parish Priest: Very Rev Paul Vianney Harris SDS VF
Administrator: Mrs Lynsey Speakman
St Mary’s Birchley R.C Church
The Presbytery, Birchley Road, Billinge WN5 7QJ
Tel: 01744- 892227
e-mail: stmary.birchley@rcaol.org.uk


Parish School: St Mary's Primary, Birchley Road.
Tel: 01744-678610
Headteacher: Mrs Ruth Martin
[bookmark: _Hlk67049693][bookmark: _Hlk73444770] (
Public Mass Schedule & Intentions
Sat 
29
th
 Nov
: 
Vigil Mass of Sunday
16.00:
Joe Beattie + Ann 
Stridgeon
 +
Sun 30
th
 Nov: 1
st
 Sunday of Advent
08.00:
Paul Forrester +
Fr Vincent Gaskell + (
ann
)
11.00:
Leonard Nicoll
+ Brian Mulcrow + (
ann
)
Wed
 
3
rd
 Dec
:
 
Weekday Feria
0
9.15:
Brenda Cowie
 
+
 John Moriarty + 
Fri 
5
th
 Dec
:
 
Weekday Feria
19.15
:
The Holy Souls
 &
 a
 Special Intention
Sat
 
6
th
 Dec
: 
Vigil Mass of Sunday
16.00
:
Hugh Chis
h
olm + (ann)
             Sandra Appleton + (
ann
)
             Noel Walsh + (
b’day
)
Sun 
7
th
 Dec
:
 
2
nd
 Sunday of Advent
08.00:
Charles Valentine + (
ann
)
11.00:
George Arrowsmith +
             Jimmy Leyland +
             
             
)   30th November 2025                           1st Sunday of Advent                        

Parish Offerings (last weekend) 
Plate:  £ 867.08	Third World: £ 40.54

Sacrament of the Sick: Please speak with Father Paul if the Sacrament of the Sick is required. For those in hospital, you must inform the staff that the patient is Catholic and request a chaplain’s visit in the first instance, especially in the case of emergency. If someone at home requires the Last Rites, please contact Father Paul as soon as possible.

Laying on of Hands: Usually takes place after all weekend masses on the last weekend of every month. All are welcome to receive this special form of prayer for themselves or for another.

Solemn Benediction: Every third Sunday of the month, beginning at 3pm. Confessions are also heard during this time.
Confessions: Available upon request at any time, or during monthly Benediction.
Marriages & Baptisms: Please speak with Father Paul directly regarding these sacraments. 
Funerals: Please inform Father Paul if you have suffered a bereavement in the family. However, the booking of funerals is usually made via the undertaker.
Mass Intentions & Prayers: Anybody may request for a mass to be offered for various reasons, for private intentions, etc. If a specific date is required, plenty of notice must be given in advance. 
If you would like a person included on the prayer list, which is published each week in the newsletter, please submit the name to Father Paul (permission should be obtained from the person in question before publishing)
Rainford Mass Times: Saturday at 17.30, Sunday at 09.30, Wednesday at 19.00.
Weekend Ministry Rotas:  
Readers
4pm: L Ormshaw
8am: P Coupe   	11am: D Cairns
Next Week: 4pm: P Burnsy
8am: P Coupe		11am: R Buckner

Eucharistic Ministers
4pm: C McDonnell
8am: J Cannon 		11am: R Buckner
Next Week: 4pm: Droid McDonald
8am: S Forrester	11am: C Parker 

Children’s Liturgy
[bookmark: _Hlk168750743]Nov 30th: Kath & Pat – Rebecca & Janet
Dec 7th: Andrea & Gerry – Sarah & Karen
[bookmark: _Hlk168144561][bookmark: _Hlk169961980] (
Votive Candle Intentions
Our L
ady:
       
                
St
 
Patric
k
:
 
St Joseph
:
 
Hague, Keenan & Benson famil
i
es
S
acred He
a
r
t
:
 
John Moriarty + (
b’day
)
S
t
 
Therese
:
                                                  
St Anthony
:  
                
O/L Walsingham
:
 
P
rivate intention
)
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Our parish Facebook page is:
Catholic Parishes of Rainford & Birchley

The Parochial Club Facebook page is:
[bookmark: _Hlk195965418]St Marys Club Billinge

[bookmark: _Hlk203753993][bookmark: _Hlk203222318][bookmark: _Hlk203638292][bookmark: _Hlk200801665]
Recently Deceased

Paul Forrester, Avon Road.  Requiem mass on Tuesday 2nd December at 11am, followed by interment in the churchyard.  

Margaret Foster, formerly of Clifton Road.  Funeral service on Wednesday 3rd December at Noon, followed by committal at St Helens Crematorium.

[bookmark: _Hlk210304946]Advent 2025
All donations made to the St Mary’s Third World Group during the season of Advent will be sent to the Salvatorian Sisters in the DRC in support of their orphanage. We thank the group for supporting this cause, and to all who regularly donate.

[bookmark: _Hlk214706875]A second collection will be taken over the weekend of 13th/14th December to support local families in need at Christmas. Parishioners will remember that the appeal last year raised just over 2k and was given out within just a few days of the collection being counted. Thank you in advance.

Archbishop Malcom
Silver Jubilee of Episcopal Ordination
The Mass will take place at the Metropolitan Cathedral on Saturday 6th December at 12 noon. All are welcome to attend.
[bookmark: _Hlk210481315]
[bookmark: _Hlk211690815]Annual Irish Coach Holiday 2026 
+ In memory of John Moriarty +
Sunday 26th April – Saturday 2nd May 2026. Following the sign-up session at the parochial club, the trip is now full. Final balances may be paid anytime but must be paid by March 1st 2026. Cheques payable to “Catholic Excursions” Bank transfers to be made using the same name to the following account: Sort 04-00-03; a/c: 90433245. Please speak with Father Paul if you would like to join the reserve list.

Christmas Markets 2025
Annual Christmas Market trips will take place again this year on the following dates: 
· York - Friday 5th December, £16pp 
· Chester – Weds 10th December, £11pp – Now Fully Booked
Pick up for both trips will be 9.45am from St Mary’s Club car park and 10am at Rainford.


Holyday of Obligation
[bookmark: _Hlk215314616]Monday 8th December is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, which is a Holyday of Obligation. Masses times as follows: Birchley at 10am & 7.15pm; Rainford at midday.

St Mary’s School
Community Christmas Carols
[bookmark: _Hlk213499136]A date for your diary – our primary school pupils will again be performing Christmas Carols in the school hall for all to attend.  This will be on Wednesday 3rd December at 9.45am, after Mass. Everyone is welcome!
SVP Christmas Cards
St Vincent de Paul Society will be selling their Christmas card packs at the back of church from this weekend, please purchase to support them if you can.

St Helens Cemetery Upcoming Event
The annual Tree of Remembrance Service in the Crematorium is on Saturday 6th December 2025 at 11am.
[bookmark: _Hlk214523562]Let The Bells Ring Out
St Helens Singers Christmas Concert
To be held at St Mary’s Church on Friday 12th December at 7.30pm, in aid of the Salvatorian Sisters Orphanage in the DRC.  Tickets are available from Choir Members or call 01744 612485. We also have a small number of tickets available kept in the sacristy.  Adults £10, under 16’s go free.

Our Warm Welcome: Christmas Appeal
[bookmark: _Hlk214706634]Vulnerable individuals seeking sanctuary in St Helens are living in fear following recent hotel protests and threats. With less than £9 per week for essentials, they desperately lack basic toiletries and cannot afford simple Christmas gifts.

Donations are needed by 13th December in time for our Christmas party. Our goal is: £20 per person to purchase supermarket gift cards. To donate: Cash or Supermarket Gift Cards. Bank transfer using reference GiftCardSH to: Account Name: Our Warm Welcome; Sort: 608301; a/c: 20388113
Thanks in advance for your generosity.

St Mary’s Parochial Club
OPENING TIMES
Mon – Thur: 1900 - 0000
Fri: 1700 – 0030
Sat: 1600 – 0030
Sun: 1400 – 2200

UPCOMING EVENTS

Silver-Service Christmas Dinner Events
Thursday 11th & Friday 12th December
£28 per-person
Tickets on sale from Monday 17th November.

Community Cabaret Afternoon
Wednesday 14th January
Tickets on sale Monday 15th December at 7pm
New price £6 per-person
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