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Aims of this workshop:
• To raise awareness of the importance of the home/school 

partnership 

• To provide you with some information about how we teach 
and assess reading in Key Stage 2

• To share with you the reading expectations in each class

• To give you tips on helping your child with their reading 
journey



• In Key Stage 1, the focus is on learning to 
read words, increasing fluency and developing 
expression.

• In Key Stage 2, the focus is on developing 
reading for meaning, looking beyond the text, 
making inferences, skimming and scanning 
techniques, empathising with characters and 
evaluating texts.

How is reading in Key Stage 2 
different to Key Stage 1?



Texts become increasingly 
longer and more complex, 
with a focus on vocabulary

Stamina is key – pupils are 
expected to get through 3 or 
4 texts in a comprehension 
test and answer questions 
based on these within an 
hour

Reading in KS2



Our 

Reading 

Programme

•Class Book selection

• School Library  

•Home Readers 

•Guided Reading

• Literacy/ Comprehension 
Skill Lessons

•Comprehension 
Assessments



Class Library

All classes have a wide 
variety of fiction and non-
fiction books. Children are 
given the opportunity to 
read these throughout the 
week, for pleasure



KS2 Library

Children have access to a 
range of other books in our 
school library and have 
allocated times/days to 
choose.



Guided 

Reading
• Children are heard to read at least 
once a week in whole class reading.

• Some classes in Upper Key Stage 2 
take part in whole class guided reading 
4 times a week. 

• Children read a variety of texts, as 
well as class topic novels, and answer 
targeted questions from the National 
Curriculum, based on what they’ve 
read. 



Reading Comprehension 
Lessons

Children participate in a weekly 
comprehension lesson- these focused sessions 
allow us to assess your child’s reading and 
progress in different skill areas.

Texts cover a range of genres.



Reading Comprehension –
Assessments

Children in each class complete a termly 
Reading Comprehension Assessment.

We use the NFER assessment booklets.

There are 3-4 different genre texts in each, 
with accompanying questions for each.

Pupils are given 1 hour to complete these and 
are given a score out of 40 or 50 (class 
dependent).



Reading Comprehension –
Assessments (continued)

In line with the new curriculum, children’s reading and 
comprehension skills will be judged to be: 
• Working below national expectations
• Just within national expectations
• Securely within national expectations
• At a greater depth of understanding.



Home 

Readers

All classes check and reissue/change 
home readers weekly. 

In Key Stage 2, we are aware that 
some home readers are thicker and 
will therefore take longer to read.

We recommend reading for 20 
minutes at least 3 times a week.



It is important that your child’s book is in school on the 
morning they are due to be changed as there is no other 
available time during the week for them to be changed. 

The reading record (yellow) book must be signed every week by 
an adult –if your child has not finished the book, they are able 
to keep it for another week so simply record the pages read but 
still return the book to school.

Book Reviews will be completed in school regularly, and in line 
with the National Curriculum- to check children understand 
and retain what they are reading. 

Home Readers continued…



• In Key Stage 2 it appears that children’s 
reading progress tends to slow down –
not true! 

• Home readers are a vital part of your 
child’s reading development. Children are 
expected to access a wide variety of 
age-appropriate books- even if they 
aren’t interested in the genre they are 
given, it helps prepare them for future 
reading. 

What 
can you 

do to 
help?



• We always encourage parents to read with or 
listen to their child read, at any age (even if 
you know they are a fluent reader). 

• This can be their home reader, but also a book 
they may want to read for pleasure in 
addition to their school home reader.

What 
can you 

do to 
help?

According to ‘The Reading Agency’, only 46.9% of 
pupils aged 7-11 years enjoy free-reading at home.

This enjoyment goes up to 76% when children read to 
or with an adult.



Types of 
questions 
you can 
ask your 
child…

Some examples of 
these questions are 

in the guide booklets 
on your tables



Sample reading comprehensions



Any 
questions?



Thank
you!
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