


Focus Text

Emma Carroll This term our focus text is ‘Letters

| - from the nghthouse by Emma Carroll,
VLEIO]:ELS which is set in WW2.

| IGHTHOUSE

“We weren't supposed to be going to
the pictures that night. We weren't
even meant to be outside, not in a

- @, _ blackout, and definitely not when
e 2 2% German bombs had been falling on

'5«5
s

London all month like pennies from
a jar.”

It’s 1941 and the Second World War rages on longer than anyone
anticipated. Reeling from the death of their father and the
disappearance of their sister Sukie, Olive and her brother are
evacuated to the coast of Devon. After discovering a strangely
coded message that she’s certain has something to do with
Sukie’s disappearance, Olive embarks on a dangerous adventure
as she’s determined to get to the bottom-of the mystery.
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What's it about?

it's 1941 and the Second World War rages on
longer than anyone anticipated. Reeling from the
death of their father and the disappearance of
their sister Sukie, Olive and her brother are
evacuated to the coast of Devon. After discovering
a strangely coded message that she’s certain has
something to do with Sukie’s disappearance, Olive
embarks on a dangerous adventure as she’s
determined to get to the bottom of the mystery.

Who Wrote It?

Emma was a secondary school English teacher
Devon. She has also worked as a NeWs reporter on
local newspaper, an avocado picker and the person
who punched holes into Filofax paper

3

When she isn't writing books, she i reading them

Nowadays, she writes full time and it’s her absolute

dream job.




| really like this book because it is all about WW2 P

| am really enjoying this book and how things happened. -Charlie s
because it is quite mysterious and is
a real ‘page turner.’ - Finlay

| am really enjoying this book
because it is full of different
surprises and it is full of adventures.
-Katie

| have found this book really interesting because it
has lots of dramatic events that unfold and it is full
of lots of exciting cliff hangers. - Adam

| love this book and
would highly
recommend it
because it teaches
you about events
that happened
during WW2, - Os

T¥AN. AL | have really enjoyed this book
| '.?L: . }and.| have been desperate to see

j ({h@t happens on the next page

: -‘&véﬁy t1me we read it! - Poppy

s.book is very adventurous and so far my
avourite character is Cliff - he has a great
‘personality and is quite funny. - Darcey

vvvvv




= Question imnai i
B\ “Is that better?’ | beamed up
at Sukie so she could tell how!|

Exclamation mark
‘Sukie!’ I yelled, waving
madly. ‘Over here!’

Related Reads

1939 LSl 1 M1945

WOMEN’S WAR

Colon
It was a Friday in January: we |
were at the Picture Palace for
the 6.p.m. showing of The |
Mark of Zorro.
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The cinema trip had been my
sister Sukie’s idea, as most
things were.

Page 1

Wi oan
Remembers

A DILT A

The telltale whistle came
next... An eerie silence...

A minute passed or it
might’ve been an hour.

Page 13 Pag

Hyphen

BRITAIN coigure T,
' Semi-coloh | The footage showed

s

ENGLAND. 1939-1941

o |
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| grabbed on to her coat |
sleeve; now I'd found her |
| wasn’t letting go.- “

hungry-looking people
queuing for food, flankea
either side by soldiers.

s

TRUE STORIES OF
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What was the
climate of Europe
like at the end of

the First World
War?
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Blitz

The Blitz was a German bombing campaign
against the United Kingdom during World War
2. The word Blitz was taken from the German
word Blitzkrieg, meaning lightening war. Every
day and night, from September 1940 to May
1941, bombs were dropped on the major
cities - Kkilling over 40,000 people in total!
During our local history topic, we have looked
into how the Blitz affected the area of
Standish and Wigan.

Our history lessons have taught us that
although Wigan was lucky enough to escape
the barrage of bombs, cities close by such as
Manchester and Liverpool were less lucky.
However, we have enjoyed learning about the
night a stray bomb fell on Greenough Street,
luckily no-one was injured.

As part of our topic, we wrote a description of a Blitz
scene. After watching historical clips of The Blitz, we
made and discussed vocabulary lists about the sights and
sounds of that time.

During English lessons, we have learned to use various
descriptive techniques and have been taught how to use
a semi-colon and a colon.

We also analysed poems about the Blitz and evaluated
the imagery the writer created using powerful poetic
devices. Using literary  techniques such as
personification, alliteration, similes and a singular
dramatic word, we have created our own poems about
the Blitz.



surens

We collected
good examples
of language and
vocabulary for
our poetry...
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Distraught sirens scream in then n'\ght,\

warning,
Panic!

Giving 3 wailing
uards shouting.

Like 3 thousand lifeg

gumble!

plummeting planes make noises like loud whispers:
glack silhouettes walk across the stars;

A discreet @3 a ninja.

whoosh!
Vicious pombs plUNge down 10 garth,
dings collapse 10 the grimy ground,

ower of crystalize

puil
d ice.

Like @ sh

goom!

rocious fire blazes through the city,

Fe
o e Blans;
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Wailing warnings fill my ears,
Spine-chilling squeals break the silence,
Forcing people into damp shelters.

Panic!

Wicked planes dance strangely,
Howling in the air,
As disastrous as a tornado.

Distress!

Boisterous bombs whistling,
Pirouetting in the sky,
Blinding light flickers over my face.

Terror

Fearsome fires leap closer,
Grabbing everything in its path,
Like a million people closing in.

Horror!

% 0 Darting like hawks acoss the darkened sky,

—(

- a"
- et

Searching for the perfect hit like 3 seeker in hide and seek,

i Loudly emerging from the close clouds

Panic!

Destroying everything in their path,

Turning every town into 3 horror movie,

Putrid smoke blinding and poisoning the eerie earth,
Terror!

Deafening sound like 2 new born bay endlessly crying in the middle of
the night,

A never-ending wind-up toy ordering you to safety,

Racing through the sorrowful streets.

Alert!

The malodours aroma of smoke released into the ice cold air,
Flames piroustting on the floor like a2 hundreds of graceful ballerinas,
Bulldings disappearing under 3 tornado of thick smoke,

Danger!

Spine-chilling screams ripped through the air.

Screeching sirens begged for attention,
Like a child yelping in pain.
Danger!

Cackling planes fly overhead,
Shrieking hazardous warning to the people below,
Like noxious Chinese whispers.

Panic!

Riotous bombs dropped like rain from a cloud,
Hysteria filled the air as the deathly hail leapt from street to street,
Like toxic rain.

Ricochet!

Fiery fingers pricked each building,
Destroying everything they clutch,

Burning like the devil's horns.

Decay!




|

5 To write a description of The Blitz
%en historical clips of The Blitz and made and discussed
vocabulary lists about the sights and sounds of that time. R
puring English lessons, children have learned to use various descriptive
techniques and have been taught how to use a semi-colon anﬁi a color'\.
Children wrote 3 descriptive paragraphs in 1* person and edited their
work using a dictionary and thesaurus.

purpose: To describe the sights and sounds of The Blitzas a child in that
era. ' : '
Audience: Adults and children who are interested in reading about air-
raids during The Blitz.

Formality: Formal

| LO: To write a d’escrirption of The Blitz

Children have seen historical clips of The Blitz and made and discussed
vocabulary lists about the sights and sounds of that time.

During English lessons, children have learned to use various descriptive
techniques and have been taught how to use a semi-colon and a colon.

| Children wrote 2 descriptive paragraphs in 1% person and edited their
work using a dictionary and thesaurus.

\ Purpose: To describe the sights and sounds of The Blitz as a child in that
era.

| Audience: Adults and children who are interested in reading about air-
| raids during The Blitz.

| Formality: Formal




Rationing

We learnt about rationing. During
the war, people had to be creative
to form appetising recipes with
their limited food supplies. We
tested out a recipe for a wartime
eggless sponge cake, made with:
flour, sugar, cold brewed tea,
sultanas, all spice and cinnamon.

As part of our enquiry, we also
researched about rationing and
created a fact file reporting our
findings.







| loved baking the cake
and my role was to add
the ‘wet’ ingredients and
mixing it together. - Lexie

| really enjoyed the cake and
thought it was quite soft and
tasted a little bit like carrot
cake. - Aeryn

When | was actually making
the cake, it smelled amazing
and | was really quite excited
to taste it. However, when |
tasted the final product |
thought it was flavourless and
quite dry. - Ellie

| really enjoyed going in
to the STEM room to
make the wartime cake
and | loved working as a
team. - Poppy
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The Court Hall in King Street {which is now a bar called ME Hub) was made into a British
Restaurant for Inthe Fish and chip shops.
2 bag of chips cost 3d (old pence). Fish and chips were not rationed, but were sold on a first
come first served basis, many times we could only get chips and peas. Not every food was
rationed, you could get liver and other offal, but again on a first come first served basls, Bread
_J was a funny colour, not white and not brown. One time Canada sent us. all a presentof |
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and clothing, were rationed. ’ B ] Auntie said that during the Second World War, all people were given ration books. These
were used to buy their food and clothes, you pald for what you bought and the shopkeeper
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We seemed to have a very happy childhood, we didn’t know anything different. | can recall § =
everything being rationed, we had a Ration Book each, oatmeal coloured for aduits, blue for | '} Phillip Rogers, Galbome, Wigan
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Molly Blay, Wigan
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The children have empathised with the two characters in the story, Olive and Cliff , who like all
evacuees, were asked to write home to reassure their parent that they were being well looked after
and were happy in their new home. We looked in particular at the language used in the 1940s and the
children were asked to incorporate this style of writing into their own postcards.

In our local history topic, Wigan at War, the children have looked at primary sources of evidence g
recounting the memories of people who either took in evacuees or were evacuated to Wigan. The ‘
children have learned that the evacuation experience varied greatly from child to child and for many it §
depended entirely upon the host family and how they welcomed the evacuees. Fortunately, it seems

that most Wiganers were kind-heated and treated the children as their own.
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We looked at the role
of men in WW2...

We researched and
learned about local
men, from Standish
and Wigan, who were
soldiers during WW2.

We used a map of
Standish to find out
where these men
lived.

@



NamME: _wukeim (lafen =

Title: _&m_
Service No: 1309“ 30

oiec:_ D% Mo 145
Buried:%%).\

Other Information

AR

Service No: M‘] 18

Died:

Buried:

Other Information




We learned about
Adolf Hitler as a
significant
individual...




Design Brief

It is December 1942 and the country is in
the depths of World War 2. You mm
money and rationing is in place. Using
‘Make do and Mend’ theme, you w
design and make a Christmas @
and card. b

.25
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on in the midstT

both frugal and
sing old

what is “Make Do and Mend”’ ? .
Ministry of Informatl

Do and Mend was a pamphlet issued by the British 1 R
It was intended to provide housewives with useful tips o o
Wwith its thrifty design ideas an a

for households.

Make
of WWII. j .
stylish in times of harsh rationing. 3

i i i ide
clothing, the pamphlet was an indispensable gu R

2 les in warn
cdecorative patches’ to cover ho omoan’ss as well as
turn men’s clothes into W book was recently

i the
An updated version of : e i
szer‘ing similar frugal advice +

readers were advised to create pretty
unpick old jumpers to re-knit chic alternatives;

darn, alter and protect against the “‘moth menace’.
released to coincide with the economic recession,

century families.

Ring made from ‘
windscreen plastic,

featuring the

embellishment of a

snake’'s face.

Boy Scouts in
1943, seen
patching and
mending their
clothes alongside
their leader.

Make Do and Mend Top 10 Tips ;
people were encouraged

Following the introduction of clothes rationing,

i
: — — 1. GIVE YOUR t e
ff v ";»"' : SEWING SKILLS A to improve their sewing skills. This included the Boy Scouts. '
l b= L B | BOOST
A Make Do and Mend scheme was given official support by the Boa:ddoefd P
clu ¥

2. TAKE ADVICE
FROM MRS SEW
AND SEW

Trade in autumn 1942. Publicity materials were produced which in
promotional posters, booklets, and a series of instructional leafliets

featuring the character 'Mrs Sew' explaining sewing tips.

Rationing forced people to make clothes rather than buying garments. Old
blankets, men's suits and un-rationed materials, like fabric for blackout ‘

3. TURN OLD
TEXTILES INTO

SOMETHING NEW curtains, were transformed into dresses, skirts and jackets.

4. GOTO A Clothing exchanges were set up by the Women's Voluntary Service (Wvs) )

CLOTHING to help parents struggling to clothe their growing children. Parents could [.

EXCHANGE take the clothes that their children had outgrown and exchanged them :
with others. :

5. CATCH THE Hand knitting was a very popular pastime during the Second World War. |

KNITTING BUG Many wartime hand knitted items, like underwear, may seem unappezaling !
to modern tastes but these items were warm, hardwearing, and saved on \
precious coupons. g/

6. MOTHS, DARN! Clothes care was central to the Make Do and Mend message. The Board of ~
Trade advised how to prevent moth damage to clothes. Darnine holes w=<
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| have really enjoyed the The sewing project has
challenge of our sewing been really good fun and
project and | have learned | have enjoyed all the
lots of new skills and think the| |'€Ssons. Some parts of

lessons have been fun. - the sewing were quite
' tricky but | am proud of

Fariya the decoration | have

made. -Harry

| decided to sew a Christmas
pudding and because | could PRASIER RN
already sew a bit, | didn’t find P pay
it as challenging as some of the | =

other children. -Oliver




