
This term we have been learning all about volcanoes, earthquakes and mountains in our 

‘What On Earth Has Happened?’ topic. 

This has been taught in a cross curricular, inspiring way. 

eruption



Our curriculum is literacy-rich and links to our focus theme. 
In English, we have written setting descriptions of Pompeii before and after the 

eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD.

We are all working hard to 
achieve our ‘pen license.’



Afterwards, we created a volcano poem and performed it to our peers. We are 
becoming confident performers.  

The terrible 
tarantula rumbled 
ruthlessly like a 
tiger hunting its 

pitiful prey.
Charlie P, 4B

Acidic awful ash 
ascended in the 

air, Layla 4C

Like a sneaky 
snake, crimson 
lava slithered 

greedily down the 
volcano.

Jessica, 4B

Catastrophic, 
bubbling boiling 
lava. Maisy 4C



In Art, we have been inspired by Margaret Godfrey and her work using 
watercolour paints. We have also drawn volcanoes too using different pencils 

and a fine liner. 



Year 4’s Art Gallery



In Geography, we have created an earthquake-proof building. 
We designed our building and then tested it out in class.

Drop, cover and hold!



Home Learning Projects
The children were set a project at the beginning of the term to 

create their own volcano.
We were very impressed at the work that had gone into these 

designs.  



In Wider Opportunities, we have been learning to play a musical instrument. We can 
play several pieces with our fellow musicians. 



What have you learnt?

I know about the Ring 
of Fire.

Imaan, 4B.

In Art, we have learnt 
about abstract 

designs.
Lilah, 4C.

A dormant volcano 
means that it is 

sleeping but could 
wake up.

Harrison, 4W.

I have learnt that the 
Roman city of Pompeii 
was buried under ash.

Bracha, 4B.

There are different 
types of volcanoes, 
active, dormant and 

extinct.
Layla, 4C.

A volcano gets larger 
when the lava cools.

Phoebe, 4W.



What have you enjoyed?

I enjoyed the writing 
because it was so 

descriptive, it made 
you feel as though you 

were there.
Maisie, 4B. 

Using all the 
watercolours has been 

exciting.
Harrison, 4C.

I really enjoyed 
writing my poem.

Cole, 4W.

I enjoyed the painting 
because it was fun!

Isobelle, 4B.

I liked designing my 
earthquake-proof 

building and working 
as a team.
Theo, 4C.

Reading Escape from 
Pompeii by Christina 

Ballit.
Mason, 4W.


