
Year 1 
Our focus theme for the Spring Term was 

London’s Burning!

Our focus text was Toby and the Great Fire of London, by 
Margaret Nash and Jane Cope. 

I liked learning 
about Samuel 

Pepys and why he 
was important.

I liked knowing 
where and why 

the fire started.

I really liked looking 
at all the old photos 
and paintings they 

had from 1666.

I liked the Toby story 
because it made me 
think about being a 

little boy in the Fire.

I like knowing 
how the people 

put out the fire.



To start our history topic we 
looked at artefacts from the 

Great Fire of London.

We had a special letter from 
Samuel Pepys asking us to make 

predictions about what we think the 
artefacts are.



We had a special task 
of baking bread using 
the ingredients they 

used in Thomas 
Farrinor’s bakery in 

1666!



We pretended to be different people such as Samuel Pepys, Thomas Farrinor
and King Charles ||. We took it in turns to ask these characters questions 

about their role in the Great Fire.

We wrote a character description 
about Toby and what is would have 
been like for him during the fire.



We learned all about Samuel Pepys and why he was 
important. We wrote a fact file about him and read lots 

of facts in our information books. 

We read extracts from 
his diary that he wrote 

during the fire!

An interesting fact is 
that he buried his wine 

and cheese!



We used our senses to describe what it would have been like for people during the fire 
and wrote a diary entry. 

sizzle!

smoky

burning 
houses

inferno

heartbroken

screaming and 
crying



We wrote a newspaper article about what happened on each day during the Great 
Fire. We wrote witness statements and used a catchy headline to get the attention 

of our readers.

The Great Fire 
has destroyed 

our city!

The fire burnt 
down my house 

and I have 
nothing left!



Year 1 discussed the impact of the Great Fire and talked about how firefighters 
now are different to firefighters in 1666. 



We showcased all that we’d learnt about the Great Fire of London by designing a scene 
from 1666. This was part of our home learning project. 




