


Focus Text

Emma Carroll This term our focus text is ‘Letters

| - from the nghthouse by Emma Carroll,
VLEIO]:ELS which is set in WW2.

| IGHTHOUSE

“We weren't supposed to be going to
the pictures that night. We weren't
even meant to be outside, not in a

- . @ blackout, and definitely not when
e 2 250 German bombs had been falling on

'5«5
s

London all month like pennies from
a jar.”

It’s 1941 and the Second World War rages on longer than anyone
anticipated. Reeling from the death of their father and the
disappearance of their sister Sukie, Olive and her brother are
evacuated to the coast of Devon. After discovering a strangely
coded message that she’s certain has something to do with
Sukie’s disappearance, Olive embarks on a dangerous adventure
as she’s determined to get to the bottom-of the mystery.
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Nervous

Year 6 have created their own “Blackout” poetry, usi

sing

text from their Focus Reading book “Letters from the

Lighthouse " by Emma Carroll.
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As part of our English curriculum, Year 6 have
created their own ¢ Blackout’ poetry, using text
from their focus reading book ‘Letters from the
Lighthouse’ by Emma Carroll.

Blackout poetry is when you take a written
piece of text and redact words, in order to
come up with a poem.

Children looked carefully at the text and picked
out powerful and emotive words. They put
words together to create a new meaning to the
text.
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“Like Michael Morpurgo

Year 6 have enjoyed learning
about evacuation, after
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Year 6 have been fascinated with the story of the Empire Windrush
and the amazing voyage that many Caribbean people made during the
1940’s. They read the poem ‘Windrush Child’ by John Agard and used

this as inspiration for their own poems.

Anker's are'w

Around you

Windrush child
ind you The great grey British sky

Around you
Windrush chiid

The paim tree flowing slowly

Yiindrush child

Avove you
Crabs clicking “goodbye” Beside you - 4 [ The smoke steadily making you 99

Viindrush child 1 THEPIACEFOR M f Benndyeu

The znchor lowenng down St i v - Windrush child
Above you Z 5 . W I 3 'Nqum:qlmmnrw\qum
vhindrush child — . 4

Above you
The sun rising high By Jixle 2 0sVe Widnh cni
.,:M.,”:, 5 The whites step back

Behind you
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+ Above you, Ao

vfindrush child Windrush child v

The home you left behind The clouds rolling by Se

pround you Beside you. B % " ; 1 e Loo iy 8
Vhindrush child Windrush child “ o | " Bene you

Voices in your head The birds screech goodbye : s FACT FILE G 4 :':7:-:1»»»“.,
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Around you, By Ameiia and Ectwas
W an Enad

Windrush child The et yrey Bonan iy
Loved ones begin to cry

4 Behind you,
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Around you,
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Blitz

The Blitz was a German bombing campaign
against the United Kingdom during World War
2. The word Blitz was taken from the German
word Blitzkrieg, meaning lightening war. Every
day and night, from September 1940 to May
1941, bombs were dropped on the major
cities - Kkilling over 40,000 people in total!
During our local history topic, we have looked
into how the Blitz affected the area of
Standish and Wigan.

Our history lessons have taught us that
although Wigan was lucky enough to escape
the barrage of bombs, cities close by such as
Manchester and Liverpool were less lucky.
However, we have enjoyed learning about the
night a stray bomb fell on Greenough Street,
luckily no-one was injured.

As part of our topic, we wrote a description of a Blitz
scene. After watching historical clips of The Blitz, we
made and discussed vocabulary lists about the sights and
sounds of that time.

During English lessons, we have learned to use various
descriptive techniques and have been taught how to use
a semi-colon and a colon.

We also analysed poems about the Blitz and evaluated
the imagery the writer created using powerful poetic
devices. Using literary  techniques such as
personification, alliteration, similes and a singular
dramatic word, we have created our own poems about
the Blitz.



Screeching sirens
Warning innocent victims
To seek for safety like an eagle sear’c‘!\ing for its prey

Panic!

Vicious planes
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—| My mother, Edna Hayton (formerly Bentham) was born March 1921 in Standish Lower Ground, She
was one of ten children born to John and Mary Ann Bentham, When she was 12 years old, the family
moved to live at 106 Almond Brook Road, Standish. She left schaol at 14 and went to work at a
clothing manufacturer on Menses Street, Wigan. When that cosed, she went to work at Coops.

In March 1942, on her 21 birthday, she signed up to work in making ammunition for the war.
Initially, the panel wanted her to work at ROF Euxton, but she appealed the decision. She had heard
terrible storles of deaths and horrendous injuries at the site. Plus, she already had her father and
two of her sisters working at Bradley Lane site, so she won her appeal.
From what my mother told me, most of the work was carried out in sheds, not the main part of the
building. The work was not without hazards! My mum had the responsibility of putting the caps on
the shells. One day, one of the caps exploded, showering her with gunpowder and shrapnel. She was
taken to hospital as these substances had gone into one of her eyes (saety glasses were probably |
Bl not worn then.) The doctors at the hospital removed fourteen pleces of shrapnel from her eye , but

|| they were more concerned about the effects from the chemicals in the gunpowder. Fortunately, my

mother recovered from this ordeal.
Ann Hayton, Standish  ——
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Memories of a bomb dropping on Wigan Sth September 1940

The church | attended, Street was bombed in the
war and there were two miracles that night. At the end of the street, the local public
house was full of men, enjoying a pint and we were in the church cellars playing table
tennis. The table tennis tables were kept in the cellar because of the black out {there
were no windows, so we could put the lights on) and because of the threat of
bombing.

| can remember the caretaker telling us to go home, we wanted to stay longer, but he,
| think, wanted to go home himself. He wouldn't let us stay, so off we went. | had
been in the house for a few minutes when the largest deafening bang went off. The
church had been hit, you could see the flames and smoke rising. If the caretaker
| hadn‘t sent us home, we would have been in the rubble and if the bomb had been
dropped a little further up the road then all the men in the pub would have died.
Joan Hurst, Wigan

and written accounts of
people’s memories from
WW?2. They learned about
how the people of Wigan
were affected by the -
Second World War.




Evacuation

The children have empathised with the two
characters in the story, Olive and Cliff , who like all
evacuees, were asked to write home to reassure
their parent that they were being well looked after
and were happy in their new home. We looked in
particular at the language used in the 1940s and the
children were asked to incorporate this style of
writing into their own postcards.

In our local history topic, Wigan at War, the children
have looked at primary sources of evidence
recounting the memories of people who either took
in evacuees or were evacuated to Wigan. The
children have learned that the evacuation
experience varied greatly from child to child and for
many it depended entirely upon the host family and
how they welcomed the evacuees. Fortunately, it
seems that most Wiganers were kind-heated and
treated the children as their own.
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Children researched two designers from WW?2 - Victor Stiebel and Norman Hartnell. These two designers
created clothing that was stylish yet still kept within the rationing restrictions imposed by the government
during the Second World War.




MT sewing project - WW2...
Design Brief

Itis December 1942 ang
the depths of World War

the country is in
2. You have little

place. Using the
‘Make do and Meng’ theme, you will

design and make a Chnstmas decoration
and card.
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Children explored and
collected visual
information to develop
ideas, to create a
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érxﬁxxxxx ' Christmas decoration,
oS glileh using the ‘Make do and

Mend’ theme, as part of
our WW?2 topic.
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