
Year 2 Spring 1st Half Term 

English 

In school the children will: 

 Share and write about new stories from other cultures 

 They will write for different purposes (letters, lists) 

 

How to support your child at home 

Phonics:  Continue to support your child to recall letters and 

sounds. Use the Phonics list in your child’s diary to practice 

identifying the sounds that they know. Keywords are also really 

important and these can be found in your child’s diary. 

 

Reading: We ask that the children bring their home reading 

records into school every day. Read with your child as much as 

you can. Talk about what’s happening in the story or text. Ask 

questions, such as, ‘What do you think this book is about? Do the 

pictures help to tell the story? How? Why does that word look 

different from the others (bold, italic, capitals?) What do you think 

will happen next? Which character is your favourite? Why? Use 

the reading diary to share your child’s reading experiences with 

their class teacher. At school, your child will read individually to 

their teacher or Teaching Assistant or as a group (guided 

reading). We use book bands to set the correct level of 

challenge for reading and these are the books that the children 

bring home.  

 

Writing: Encourage your children to hold their pencil correctly 

and sit in a upright position when they write. Guides for 

handwriting can be found in your child’s diary. Ask your child to 

use the sounds that they know when spelling. Talk about basic 

rules for writing, such as, using a capital letter in the correct 

place, using a full stop at the end of a sentence and leaving 

spaces between words.  

Maths 

In school the children will explore: 

 

 Money 

 Application of addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division facts 

 

How to support your child at home 

 

Continue to explore and compare numbers. Ask which is 

bigger/smaller? How do you know? Keep maths fun and 

practical. Play shop, adding amounts together and working 

out change. How many equal groups can you make from 12 

pencils? Can you draw 3 groups of 5 sweets? How many 

square shapes can you see in your bedroom? Play games with 

dice and counters, moving forwards and backwards, counting 

as you go. Use mathematical words like, greater, less, half, 

double, tens, ones, left, right, most least, groups, share. Discuss 

‘teen’ numbers (order and write them). 

Don’t forget that your child has a Phonics, Grammar 

and Maths workbook to use at home. 

Additional resources and links for English and Maths  

can be found on page 3 of this document. Please do 

not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher with 

any questions on how to further support your 

child...we are always happy to help! 

Religious Education 

Come and See 

Our Year 2 Religious Education Topics for this half term 

are: 

 

1. Books Linked to Local Church / Community -  

            The books used in Church 

 The children will explore books used at home 

and in school. They will learn about books used 

in Church on Sunday by the parish family. 

 

How to support your child at home 

Talk about books in the home. Who uses them? Which 

are the family favourites? 

 

 

2. Thanksgiving Linked to Eucharist/Relating— 

            Talk about different ways to say thank you. 

The children will discuss The Eucharist—when the parish 

family thanks God for Jesus. 

 

How to support your child at home 

Talk about ways we can say thank you to others. Share 

experiences of mass in the family. 

PSHCE 

This half term the children will be discussing ‘Being 

My Best’.  

How to support your child at home: Talk together 

about what we can do now that we couldn’t do 

before. Talk about how we learn and what we do 

when things are tricky. 



Geography 

In school, the children will: 

 Discuss climate 

How to support your child at home 

 

Use Google maps to find places you have visited. 

Which are the places you have visited that are hot? 

Which places are cold? 

Make a weather diary each day. Your child could draw 

pictures of the weather each day and look for patterns.  

Make a list of your families’ favourite films. Are these set 

in hot or cold places (Jungle Book, Ice Age etc) 

Visit https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/

geography-ks1--ks2-the-world/zkk6t39 

 

Art 

In school, the children will: 

 Use tools and techniques to create effects, 

textures, patterns and forms 

How to support your child at home—experiment making 

patterns using a variety of art resources (crayon, paint, 

pen). Experiment with drawing plants and animals.  

Visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ao2IP7f23-8  

Computing 

In school, the children will: 

Create, organise and retrieve data 

Discuss safe searches online. Talk about how we use 

technology to get information and how the technology 

can store the information e.g. saving game progress, 

saving TV programmes.  

Visit: https://www.purplemash.com/#app/tools/2go 

 

Physical Education 

In school, the children will: 

Develop skills in gymnastics and dance 

 

How to support your child at home 

Encourage your child to be as active as possible. Can 

you balance on one leg? Who can do it for the 

longest?  

https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-

collection/zbr4scw 

Science 

In school, the children will: 

 Explore plants 

How to support your child at home 

Talk about plants (including trees and flowers) that you 

see on the journey to school. Can your child name some 

of these plants? Talk about what plants need to be able 

to grow. Conduct simple growing experiments using 

carrot tops or cress. Make observations each day. 

Visit: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpxnyrd 

 

Music 

In school, the children will: 

 Explore musical moods 

How to support your child at home 

Get some paper and a pen. Choose a variety of music 

and draw in time with the music. How does the music 

make you feel? What pictures or drawings would you 

associate with this?  

Visit: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6/

articles/z3rcgdm 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-the-world/zkk6t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-the-world/zkk6t39
https://www.purplemash.com/#app/tools/2go
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-collection/zbr4scw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-collection/zbr4scw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpxnyrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6/articles/z3rcgdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6/articles/z3rcgdm


English Resources 

Phonics & Reading 

Jolly Phonics—We use a program called Jolly Phonics in school. Jolly Phonics is a 

great way to encourage your child to learn and remember specific letter sounds 

through songs and actions. Visit https://vimeo.com/106231366 

Geraldine the Giraffe—our children love Geraldine! Geraldine learns letter 

sounds and finds objects around the house containing those sounds. Visit https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw 

Alphablocks is a great additional phonics resource to encourage your child to 

recall sounds they have learnt. Visit https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/

alphablocks or www.youtube.com/channel UC_qs3c0ehDvZkbiEbOj6Drg/

playlists?app=desktop 

Phonics Play—some great free games for children to practice phonics. Visit 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources 

Purple Mash has phonics activities for your child to try independently 

Visit https://www.purplemash.com/#tab/pm-home/literacy/phonics 

BBC Bitesize has some great online games for children.  

Visit https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd63xyc 

Oxford Owl has a range of free reading books linked to your child’s reading 

ability. Register for free here https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-

book/library-page/ and select the colour reading level for your child (this can 

be found on a label on the spine or reverse of your child’s home reading book. 

Handwriting 

Letterjoin—login to the school Letterjoin account with username wid and 

password nes Here you can click on your child’s class and practice letter 

formation Visit https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-in.html 

YouTube Practice letter shapes with this great YouTube video 

visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2NQ6uS8blwY 

Maths Resources 

BBC Bitesize has some great online maths games to play at home. 

Visit https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjkphbk 

Numberblocks has a variety of videos suitable for ages 5-7 

Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPlwvN0w4qFSP1FllALB92w 

White Rose has free workbooks for Year 2 children (printer required) 

Visit https://whiterosemaths.com/parent-workbooks/ 

Number Rock has videos that help to develop children’s recall and knowledge 

of number 

Visit https://numberock.com/video-library/ 

Top Marks has a selection of free games for children to apply their 

mathematical skills  

Visit https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting 

General resources 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/bring-the-noise (Music) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rz0go1pTda8 (PE) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-collection/zbr4scw (PE) 

https://www.gonoodle.com/ (PE) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf49q6f (History) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/this-terms-topics (Art) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6svr82 (Science) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zcdqxnb (Geography) 

https://www.purplemash.com/sch/stbedeswa8 (all subjects) 


