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Rationale
As part of our Health and Safety policies and procedures, school has a Dogs on Site Policy.
Overall aims of this policy
To assess and mitigate risks associated with dogs on school grounds.
There are four key issues to be explored:
● Dogs being brought onto school grounds by parents/carers when dropping off or
collecting pupils
● Dogs visiting school as an interactive educational activity for pupils
● Members of the public using the school grounds to walk their dogs
● Stray dogs on school ground
The Education Authority has strongly recommended that dogs are only allowed on school premises for educational purposes or with pupils, staff or members of the public as a registered service dog. The Headteacher, along with the Governors, have given this advice due considerations and have introduced this policy to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all members of the St Luke’s CofE Primary School community.
Advice to those bringing dogs to school at drop off and pick up times
It is recognised that dogs are an important part of family life for many in our school community, and as such are often included in day-to-day activities such as walking children to and from school. However, others may find the presence of dogs in the playground and school grounds stressful, even frightening particularly with younger children, and even well-behaved dogs can behave unpredictably when placed in a busy, noisy and crowded environment. Additionally, we are mindful of those children with allergies to pets. Therefore dogs are not permitted onto the school playground at any time, even if carried.
● Please show due respect and courtesy to any member of staff who may need to approach you with regards to your dog. The staff member will have been directed by the Headteacher and Governors to apply the agreed policy.
● For the safety of the dog, as well as for the benefit of others, do not tie your pet to the school fence around the school premises.
Guide/Service Dogs
St Luke’s CE Primary School recognises that disabled people including guide dog owners and other blind or partially sighted people have important rights under the Equality Act 2010.  The Equality Act 2010 consolidates and replaces previous discrimination legislation including the Disability Discrimination Act in England, Wales and Scotland.
 
As such the school will actively work with blind and partially sighted pupils and parents/guardians to ensure they receive the same rights as other pupils and parents/carers.  In accordance with the school’s accessibility plan, the school will make reasonable adjustments in accordance with the relevant individual’s need which can include the use of a guide/service dog whilst on school grounds.  Where it is deemed necessary for a guide dog to come onto school grounds the school will put into place a management plan which will also take into account the needs of the guide/service dog and other pupils/staff who may be affected by the dog’s presence in school.

Dogs visiting school as an educational activity for pupils
Schools may wish from time to time to bring a dog into the school as part of an educational activity. This could include activities such as therapy dogs, Guide Dogs for the Blind and Dogs Trust Workshops, e.g. ‘staying safe around dogs’.
The following guidance should be adhered to:
● A risk assessment is completed prior to the visit
● The dog is from a recognised organisation that can show evidence of the dog's nature and temperament
● The organisation has public liability insurance
● Parents/carers have been informed of the proposed visit/how the visit will be carried out, the extent of interaction with the pupils and permission received and any alternative arrangements for pupils who may not wish to participate in the activity
● All necessary arrangements have been put in place prior to the visit, as agreed with the organisation bringing the dog into school. This should take into consideration size, breed of dog, age group and number of children.
● Consideration is taken of any allergic reactions to dogs that pupils or staff may have
● Pupils have been informed of behaviour expectations around dogs, prior to the visit. This should be done in conjunction with the relevant organisation, in line with their guidance.
● Good hygiene and hand washing procedures are in place for pupils
Members of the public walking/exercising dogs on school grounds
School grounds are private property and should not be used for the purpose of exercising dogs. In the first instance, if it is safe to do so, the dog owner should be approached and asked to leave the grounds, explaining that it is private property. If this continues or staff feel they are unable to approach the dog owner, the school should contact the local council dog warden or the police.
Stray dogs on school grounds
If there is a stray dog on the school grounds, contact Sefton using the following information 
Reporting a stray dog
NDTC Ltd are operating the service of collection of stray dogs between 9am and 9pm Monday – Friday and 10am – 4pm Saturday, Sunday, and Banks Holidays.
If you wish to arrange the collection of a stray or lost dog that has been secured, please contact NDTC Ltd on 07376280843 or email seftonstraydogs@yahoo.com. NDTC will aim to collect the dog within 4 working hours.
Or, contact the police.
Staff must not approach a stray dog.
Children should be kept indoors until the dog has been safely removed – using lockdown procedures

Review
This policy and the procedures therein will be reviewed every two years.

Karen Allen
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