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The Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage sets the standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to 5 years.
At St. Pauls C of E Primary School our key aim is to continue and extend the education which has begun at home and in pre-school provision to enable every child to develop an enthusiasm for learning throughout their lifetime.
Intent for the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
It is our intention at St. Pauls C of E Primary School that children in the Early Years Foundation Stage feel happy, safe and secure. Everything we do is underpinned by our Christian ethos, which aspires for all children to fulfil their God given potential by encouraging a delight in the pursuit of wisdom and knowledge. All children are valued as individuals. We aim to deliver a curriculum that provides memorable experiences and firm foundations for learning to enable every child to thrive. We endeavour to give children the Cultural Capital they need for the future by giving them the best start in life to enable them to fulfil their full potential and achieve future success.
Our curriculum has been designed to enable children to succeed through cooperative and collaborative learning principles. As such, there is a strong emphasis on the Prime Areas of Learning; Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Communication and Language, including Oracy, the development of spoken language and the development of vocabulary.
To ensure the best outcomes we
· Offer a broad curriculum with a balance of adult led and child-initiated activities.
· Provide a stimulating environment and exciting opportunities both indoors and outdoors to promote curiosity, problem solving and imagination.
· Encourage our children to be confident, resilient and independent.
· We continually promote and develop social, personal and emotional skills to enable children to play and learn together. Throughout the curriculum language and communication skills are a key focus as we recognise these are crucial in children’s development, learning and progress.
· Provide high expectations encouraging them to develop perseverance and self-belief so that they can problem solve and achieve far more than they expected
· Provide a learning environment that helps children achieve their potential and support those who need additional help in order to maximise their chances of achieving the Early Learning Goals
· Provide children opportunities to develop their sense of wellbeing and ability to regulate their feelings so that they feel confident in our community and are equipped with all the tools they need to transition to Year 1 effectively
· Develop the skills and expertise of staff working in EYFS through regular and comprehensive professional development either run by the EYFS Lead or attending courses run by other providers
· We will promote the requirement of good attendance for all pupils in EYFS and follow the 2025 guidelines with regards to attendance.
· Follow the safe eating and allergy advice and have paediatric first aiders available when children are eating
Implementation
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

We follow the guidance in Development Matters and the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage.
The framework sets out the seven areas of learning and development.
The three prime areas of learning that underpin everything in the early years are:
· Communication and language
· Physical development
· Personal, social and emotional development
“The three prime areas are particularly important for learning and forming relationships. They
build a foundation for children to thrive and provide the basis for learning in all areas.”
The four specific areas of learning which help children to strengthen and apply the prime areas are:

· literacy
· mathematics
· understanding the world
· expressive arts and design
All of these seven areas are connected together. In addition, there are three characteristics of effective teaching and learning which weave through all the areas. These are:
Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things
Active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements
Creating and thinking critically -make links between ideas and develop strategies for doing things– children develop their own ideas
In planning and guiding what children learn we incorporate the seven areas of learning, take into account the different rates at which children develop and provide the opportunities to encourage the three characteristics of learning.
We use our professional judgement to make assessments based on the knowledge and understanding of what the child knows, understands and can do. These assessments are informal and based on day to day observations of the child.  In addition, comments are added to describe how a child demonstrates the three characteristics of effective learning. The main purpose of this profile is to support a successful transition to Key Stage 1. It is also used to inform parents about their child’s development. Children are defined as having reached a Good Level of Development at the end of the EYFS if they have achieved at least the expected level for the Early Learning Goals in the three prime areas of learning and the specific areas of literacy and mathematics.
Phonics
 At St. Pauls, we follow Ruth Miskin’s Read Write Inc programme to ensure consistency across the school. In Nursery, children focus on the nursery phonics aspects, which concentrates on developing children's speaking and listening skills and lays the foundations for later phonics teaching. The emphasis in Nursery is to get children attuned to the sounds around them and ready to begin developing oral blending and segmenting skills, prior to Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences (GPC). There is emphasis on Fred games and activities.
In Reception, Fred games and oral blending skills continue but children are introduced to set 1 sounds, where they will develop GPC and segmenting and blending knowledge to decode words. During the Summer term, children may move on to set 2 sounds, if they are ready. We encourage a breadth of understanding, including teaching children to read and understand multisyllabic words.
Children are encouraged to read at home and are listened to regularly in school. They are given books that match their phonic knowledge in order for them to apply their learning with the aim of becoming successful, confident and fluent readers.
English / Literacy
Reading is at the heart of our curriculum and our aim is to encourage a love of reading right from the start. In EYFS, we have focus texts each half term. The aim is to expose children to a range of books that not only develop a love of reading, but also have been chosen specifically to develop their spoken language, vocabulary and comprehension. These texts will be embedded in our provision through activities, story sessions and on display for children to access independently. Through this, children begin to internalise new vocabulary, language patterns and begin to retell stories.
There is cohesion and consistency with our approach to align with the whole school English Curriculum that is followed from Years 1-6
The inclusion of high-quality texts which are age and stage appropriate
Modelled reading and re-telling opportunities
Dedicated phonics sessions, following RWI scheme.
Cooperative learning behaviours which develop oracy and interdependence.
Mathematics
At St. Pauls we use White Rose Maths Scheme from Early Years through to year 6. 
 White Rose is a mastery approach to maths teaching. This is a research-driven teaching and learning method that meets the goals of the National Curriculum. The scheme puts numbers first and helps children develop a depth of learning before breadth and knowledge is reinforced again and again. It focuses on mathematical fluency and gives the children skills to become competent mathematicians. Maths resources are readily available for the children in the continuous provision.
Learning Means the World
At St. Pauls we have a whole school approach to topic planning. We use Dimensions” Learning Means the World.”
Every theme in Learning Means the World is built around one of four global issues: Conflict, Communication, Culture and Conservation. These give pupils a deep understanding of the world they live in, helping them grow into informed, compassionate and responsible global citizens. This curriculum gives our school a clear, consistent structure that supports continuous development in knowledge, skills, values and attitudes.
Think Equal
In Reception we use the Think Equal Scheme, (the Nursery Package is to be released soon). Think Equal has designed a programme to teach social and emotional learning to early years (3-6-year-olds).
“Think Equal is a global initiative which calls for a system change in education, to end the discriminatory mindset and the cycle of violence across our world and ensure positive life outcomes for our children.”


Vocabulary
Vocabulary development is at the heart of all we do; it’s an embedded culture and makes up a large proportion of our everyday teaching and learning. Vocabulary is purposefully planned for in a range of ways. We purposely plan to teach new words to children through, talk and story sessions. Our quality first teaching focuses on long sustained interactions where vocabulary is drip fed to the children in a contextualised, play-based way. In addition to this, we have direct teaching sessions where we introduce new vocabulary to our children. All the children in the EYFS are screened with the WELLCOMM package. In Nursey it is completed on each child as a baseline and the at the end of each term. In Reception it is completed at the end of each term. WellComm helps identify children who may have speech and language development issues early on, making sure they get the support they need when it matters most. Intervention groups are completed on children that have been identified as needing support. The Neli Language Intervention is also used as an extra layer of support.
Impact
The impact of the EYFS curriculum will ensure that we have happy, confident well-rounded children. We measure progress and children’s learning across the year starting with the new Statutory Baseline Assessment at the start of the year and continuing through the year with formative and summative assessment which are based on the teacher’s knowledge of the child. We have a robust system for monitoring children`s progress and development. Our Insight tracking system highlights each class and records formative and summative assessments from Nursery to Year 6. It allows teachers to see everything about individual children in one report. It shows attendance trends, highlights gaps in children`s learning. It allows teachers to be aware of who the most vulnerable children are in school and who needs extra support.
Phonic assessments are carried each half term and children are moved groups according to their phonic ability. Children who need some extra support do another bite of the cherry, ensuring that the children are keeping up and not catching up. Our Lower group receive 1-1 support each day. We are supported by the English hub, who observe teachers and teaching assistants that teach phonics to ensure consistency across the school and training pathways for each individual that teaches phonics to ensure that they have the latest resources and training. All staff that teach phonics have been trained by Read Write Inc.
Making attendance a priority will ensure that children attend school regularly and therefore don`t miss out on valuable learning.
Meeting with Early Years Cluster groups across the City ensures that staff are up to date on all current knowledge and practice. Discussing children in a professional environment with other EYFS can clarify judgments.
Making all school staff aware of the EYFS Foundation Stage ensures that all staff in school are aware of the starting points of the children in their classes.
Alongside vigorous assessments, the implementation of a rich and balanced curriculum and a safe, active and challenging environment both indoors and outdoors, the children will have developed the skills that will enable them to be successful learners. Children will be actively engaged and enjoying learning. Children will more fully appreciate and understand the world around them and will use their language skills to ask questions and make sense of the world around them. Children will be successful learners and fully prepared for the next stage of their education as they transition from Foundation Stage to Year One.
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