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Welcome Back Reception!NOTICES
Please ensure your child brings a labelled water bottle to school each day.  
As the weather is warmer, it is a good idea to bring a hat on the very hot days and labelled sun cream if they need to reapply. 
However- we are in the North Wet West and a raincoat is always a good idea, as we are outside each day. 
Children should not put their water bottle in the same folder or bag as their books- to avoid damage.
 (All children have a separate reading folder for this reason).
PE day is still MONDAY and children  come to school dressed in PE kit. 
Show and tell is still Monday- Children may bring in something to talk about or put something on Tapestry. Please no toys and large items.
If you have any clean lids, pots, egg boxes, tubes and small boxes, we are always in need of replenishing our junk store for model making. 
Home corner
We are always updating the home corner and kitchen in class. If you have any child sizes furniture, rocking chairs, we would be grateful! Also, lamps, rug, kitchen utensils, tea towels, cups and saucers, plates, clock…bring it in!
I would also love more wooden food, costume jewellery- beads etc. If you are not sure, just ask and we will usually make use of it. 
Thanks!



 Hi everyone, I hope you had a fabulous half term break. We are now in our last half term together! 
Our theme in Reception is ‘Moving On’
 The book we will read as a class is 
‘The Sea Saw’, by Tom Percival. 
We will also return to one of the first stories I read to your children, ‘The Invisible String,’ by Patrice Karst. A lovely take on moving on and new beginnings. 
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Reading
I am so proud of our readers. Our school’s intent for reading is to ensure every child can read as quickly as possible. I’m sure you agree we have achieved this, and the effort your children put into reading at home and at school is applauded. 
We love seeing all your Tapestry posts and the children really enjoyed the dinosaur theme last half term. We have another exciting half term ahead! Look out for seaside activities, transport and teddy bears!
This half term we will also visit the seaside on a coach, as our last educational visit. We like to make it one to remember!
The class email may still be used to contact me directly; stpetersreception-y1@sthelens.org.uk  I check it most days. Urgent messages, please send to the office. 
Many Thanks, as ever. Mrs Harrison
Moving On
Have a read about what we will be doing over the coming weeks. 
English
We will read ‘The Sea Saw’ and talk about characters, story structure, and retell the story in our own words. We will write the story.  We will also think about the emotions in the story and how we feel when we lose something dear to us. We will end the term with the book ‘The Invisible String’. We will share our anxieties and excitement about moving on to Year One. We will write a letter to our new teacher and share our Year One wishes. We will think about the ‘good feelings’ about moving on. 
Reception have learnt all the sounds in phase 3 and we have consolidated these sounds and learnt lots of new harder to read and spell words. This half term most will dip into Phase 5, learning new alternative spellings for the sounds we already know. This will help us lots in Year One. Those not quite secure in phase 3 will keep practising these sounds. 
Maths
Reception will learn about the numerals 0-20 and beyond. We will problem solve; find doubles, halves and share. We will recap shape, pattern and the composition of numbers. 
Understanding of the World 
We will continue to watch plants grow and learn about life cycles. We will recap the life cycle of a frog, the word amphibian and the different food groups. We will also observe changes in nature- looking at Summer and how the trees have changed. We will learn more about the UK and its coast. We will name some familiar seaside resorts and look at them on the map. We will recap the countries in the UK and draw a map for our teddy bear’s picnic. We will also learn about the history of teddy bears and investigate old toys!
Outdoor learning
We are going to be solving maths problems in the sand kitchen and making a teddy bear den outside.  We will rotate the equipment in the physical trolly and use balancing stilts and different balls. We will investigate numbers to 20 in our ‘messy maths’ area, using our giant tens frames, numicon set and natural counters. We will include dominos and work on doubles and addition. We also have all our new digraphs outside to read and make words with. We will have an ice cream stall, fire station and beach shop outside and sell everything we need for the seaside. We will be writing order forms and working with money too!  
Expressive Arts and Design
We will paint bears, investigate moving vehicles, and complete observational drawings and paintings of plants and flowers. We are always updating the home corner and the children love to role play there. We will be musicians on the stage and make our own songs!
PSHE
We will describe our emotions more and think about how others feel too. In Jigsaw lessons, we will be learning about ‘changing me.’ We will discuss how we grow and change and think about appropriate touch. We will also get ready to move on to Year One and ensure the children are happy and looking forward to the transition. 
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