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NOTICES
Please ensure your child brings a labelled water bottle to school each day.  
We will be holding a parents’ MATHS workshop on MONDAY 1ST DECEMBER at 3.30pm. Please come to learn how we teach your child early number skills. 
We know there will be BIRTHDAYS all year…we love to celebrate and always make a fuss of the birthday child! However, we cannot accommodate a cake in school. We also cannot give out class lists for invites, due to safeguarding. 
PE day is MONDAY and children come to school dressed in PE kit. 
Show and Tell is Monday- Children may bring in something to talk about or put something on Tapestry.
We are low on girls’ spare clothes and underwear in school, including socks and tights. If you have any in good condition, we would be happy to take them. 
I am on the lookout for old cake and bun tins or metal bowls and cups for my sand kitchen. Not rusty please. If you have any kitchen items like this, please let me know. 
Thanks. 




Welcome Back!
 We hope you had a fabulous break and are feeling well rested and ready for a busy and exciting half term! This term will see our school trip, a Maths workshop and finally, our Nativity production! 
This half-term our theme in Reception is
 ‘Tell me a story’. 
In the first week, we will enjoy traditional nursery rhymes and we will generate rhyming strings of our own.  
We will then move onto our class text; 
[image: ]‘The Three Little Pigs’.
	



	 
Books
Children are enjoying having two books each week to take home- a story book for you to read to them at bedtime perhaps, and a reading scheme book that they can read themselves. It was great to hear your positive comments around reading at Parents evening. We have a class full of super readers! Keep practising! 




                                                        Tell me a story
English
First, we will begin with the rhyming unit, Mother Goose’ and learning about rhyming words. We will then read ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and talk about characters, story structure and link the story to feelings and emotions. We will write a short story using pictures. We will end the term with a letter to Santa. Reception have been learning letter sounds and are about to begin phase 3 phonics, where two letters that make one sound!
Maths
Reception will learn about the different 2D shapes, numbers to 5 and how to build and compose each number. Children will work on one more/less and recognising, representing and writing numbers. We will have lots of fun with numbers. 
Understanding of the World 
We will visit the farm and learn about the animals. We will learn about materials and find out what is best to build a house for the 3 pigs. We will see which materials blow away easily and investigate which materials are strong. We will also recap our work on homes around the world and the materials they are made from. We will collect leaves and identify them. 
Outdoor learning
Reception are loving the ‘big write’ experiences outside- using water, chalk and ribbon sticks. We will introduce den building so that we can problem solve and think critically together. Perhaps we will make a den for the wolf! We know they love to dance, so we have added ribbons to dance and move with on the stage. We will investigate shape and measure in our ‘messy maths’ area, using our large balance scales and huge shape mats. We may be having a new structure in our outdoor learning garden…watch this exciting space!
Expressive Arts and Design
We will explore colour mixing this half term, painting observational pieces. We will use the stage and our music lessons to express ourselves in different ways and use musical instruments to tell stories. We will create homes for the three little pigs!
PSHE
We are strengthening our social skills, playing games with rules and improving communication. We will describe our emotions and try to think about how others are feeling too. We will try to self-regulate our emotions in different situations. This half term we will try hard to persevere during challenge. 
In Jigsaw lessons, we will be learning about ‘celebrating difference.’ We will discuss what different families look like and how we are all special and unique. 
Many thanks for all your continued support. It was lovely to see you all at Parents Evening and I hope you enjoyed seeing the progress your child is making.  
Mrs Harrison 
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