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Early Learning Goals



School Development Priorities 23-24

• Improve outcomes in writing and maths.

• Improve pupils’ behaviour and attitudes with a focus on attendance and reduce the number 

of pupils who are persistently absent.

• Further develop the schools Christian Vision so that all stakeholders are able to explain how 

this is rooted in the Bible.

• Implement the latest Safeguarding requirements.



Phonics 

• Phonics – children were assessed during week 1 and a baseline was completed. All 

Reception children are currently being taught Phonics together and are learning Set 1 

single letter sounds.

• We learn 4-5 new sounds each week and have just introduced Word Time activities to 

help develop the children’s segmenting and blending skills for reading and writing.

• Assessments are completed every 6 weeks but, if necessary,children will move between 

groups. Children are grouped according to sounds they could recall, words they could 

decode and how fluent they were at reading (as they progress through the scheme).

• When books are going home, Reading Records will be checked weekly as we expect 

children to read at least 4 times per week as part of their homework.



Writing

• At this point in the school year writing for Reception is a mixture of mark making 

activities, single letter sound practice and fine motor development activities.

• We complete WriteDance every day to develop children’s motor skills as they move 

from learning a physical ‘routine’ to completing these movements using either 

shaving foam, sand, chalk or pencils.

• Every day, the children complete a letter formation practice sheet for the sound of 

the day and also take part in completing activities based around Literacy lessons.

• At the end of the year, we assess against the Early Learning Goals – Refer to 

Literacy/C&L/PSED ELG

• Phonics – There will be a Phonics workshop being offered in school shortly



Developing Literacy Skills

• In school, Literacy at the moment involves listening to a story and discussion 

surrounding a weekly text, single letter writing practice, name writing and 

beginning use of taught sounds in writing.

• For example, we have now learnt the sounds m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c and k so 

we will try to use these in our writing where we can.

• At home, you can help by giving children any opportunity to write such as 

helping with shopping lists, letters to Santa, postcards, envelope address 

writing or even just having a go at mark making around a story if your child is 

particularly interested. 



Maths

• In school, we follow a programme called Mastering Number to develop fluency in Maths and 

also complete activities alongside that are reasoning based.

• Children will access a lot of Maths independently in the provision as continuous provision 

(always accessible) and enhanced provision (extra activities linked to interests/topics of focus).

• Talk to your children in a mathematical way at any given opportunity e.g. if they have picked 

up some items from outside, ask them to count how many they have and which hand is 

holding more if they have both hands full!

• The children love counting up and down (particularly with a rocket ship blast off!) so please 

play any form of counting game with them!

• Refer to Mathematics ELG



Home Learning

• Set Friday

• Return Wednesday (Children are still getting used to putting this on the desk!)

• Activities may be creative tasks, Literacy focused, Maths focused or Reading focused (as 

the children progress)

• Links are also sent for RWI videos for the sounds that we have learnt that week

• Homework will be sent on email so you can see the instructions and set activities – Please 

let me know if anyone is having difficulty accessing emails from school



High Expectations at Woodcocks’

• We focus on the positives as much as possible.

• We use restorative questions to talk though situations that may arise.

• Following pupil voice during Summer Term, we have re-introduced the stop and think, 

yellow card and red card in the main school.

• We have lots of rewards:

• Afternoon tea with Mrs B, Team Points, Special Sticker Books, Golden special mention 

book, Stickers, Reading raffle tickets.



Communication
• Pictures will be posted on Facebook, for those children who have permission, as this

will enable more people to see the wonderful learning our children take part in.

• Our webpage has key information about our class.

• You are able to email directly. Staff will not respond out of hours. During school

holidays, out of office emails will direct you to Mrs Beckett and she aims to respond

within 72 hours.

• Key Staff email addresses: Mrs Beckett – Headteacher/SENCO –

head@woodcockswell.cheshire.sch.uk

• Mrs Timmis – Office Manager – admin@woodcockswell.cheshire.sch.uk

• Mrs Edwards – Diamond Teacher – aedwards@woodcockswell.cheshire.sch.uk

• Mrs Mckie – Mental Health First Aider – jmckie@woodcockswell.cheshire.sch.uk
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