St. Jerome’s Catholic Primary School
Mobile Phone and Smart Device Policy
Policy Statement
At St. Jerome's Catholic Primary School, we are committed to providing a safe, respectful and distraction-free learning environment where all children can flourish academically, socially and spiritually in accordance with our Catholic values.
This policy aligns with current UK government guidance (including the DfE statutory guidance on mobile phones in schools and guidance on communicating mobile phone policies to parents, June 2026) and with statutory safeguarding duties. It complements the school’s behaviour, safeguarding, acceptable use (online safety) and exclusions policies.
Mobile phones and other smart devices must not be used by pupils during lessons, breaktimes, lunchtimes or at any other time whilst on the school site unless expressly authorised by the Headteacher.
Aims
This policy aims to:
· Promote a positive learning environment free from unnecessary distractions.
· Safeguard pupils from online risks, cyberbullying and inappropriate content.
· Encourage healthy social interaction and play.
· Support pupils' wellbeing and concentration.
· Provide clear expectations for pupils, parents and staff.
· Ensure compliance with Department for Education guidance and statutory requirements.
Scope
This policy applies to:
· All pupils.
· All staff and volunteers.
· Parents and carers whilst on school premises.
· Visitors to the school.
The term "mobile phone" includes:
· Smartphones.
· Mobile telephones.
· Smartwatches with communication capabilities.
· Tablets with mobile connectivity.
· Any device capable of sending messages, making calls, accessing the internet, recording audio/video or receiving notifications.

Pupil Use of Mobile Phones
As a primary school, pupils are strongly discouraged from bringing mobile phones or smart devices onto the school site.
Where a parent/carer considers it necessary for a pupil in Years 5 or 6 to bring a mobile phone to school for safety reasons relating to travel to and from school, the following arrangements apply:
1. Written permission must be obtained from the Headteacher.
2. The phone must be switched off before entering the school grounds.
3. The phone must be handed to the class teacher or school office upon arrival.
4. The phone will be securely stored during the school day.
5. The phone will be returned to the pupil at the end of the school day.
6. The school accepts no responsibility for loss, theft or damage to personal devices brought onto the premises.
Pupils must not:
· Use a mobile phone or smart device anywhere on the school site.
· Use devices to photograph, film or record others.
· Access social media, messaging services or online games during the school day.
· Bring smartwatches capable of communication unless agreed as part of an individual support plan.
Medical and Additional Needs Exceptions
Reasonable adjustments will be made for pupils who require a mobile phone or smart device for:
· Medical monitoring (e.g. diabetes management).
· Communication linked to a disability or special educational need.
· Other exceptional circumstances agreed by the Headteacher.
Any such arrangements will be documented and agreed with parents/carers.
Staff Use of Mobile Phones
Staff are expected to model appropriate behaviour and should not use personal mobile phones in the presence of pupils except where required for professional purposes.
Staff must:
· Keep personal phones on silent mode and stored away during teaching time.
· Use school-approved devices where possible.
· Follow safeguarding procedures regarding photography and communication.
Parents and Visitors
Parents and visitors are requested to:
· Use mobile phones responsibly whilst on school premises.
· Refrain from photographing or filming children other than their own without permission.
· Follow school safeguarding procedures regarding the use of electronic devices.
Breaches of the Policy
If a pupil is found using a mobile phone or smart device on the school site:
First Incident
· Device confiscated and stored securely until collection at the end of the school day.
· Reminder of school expectations.
Second Incident
· Device confiscated.
· Parents/carers informed.
· Device returned only to a parent/carer.
Repeated Incidents
· Meeting with parents/carers.
· Withdrawal of permission to bring a device to school.
· Further sanctions in line with the school's Behaviour Policy.
Searching and Confiscation
Where there are reasonable grounds to suspect that a pupil possesses or is using a prohibited mobile phone or smart device in breach of school rules, authorised staff may search for and confiscate the device in accordance with relevant legislation and school procedures.
All searches will be conducted lawfully, proportionately and with regard to the welfare and dignity of the child.
Safeguarding and Online Safety
The school recognises that unrestricted access to mobile technology can expose children to:
· Cyberbullying.
· Inappropriate content.
· Online grooming.
· Privacy and data protection risks.
· Distraction from learning.
Through the curriculum and pastoral support, pupils will be taught how to use technology safely, responsibly and respectfully.
Communication During the School Day
If parents need to contact their child during the school day, they should do so through the school office.
If a pupil needs to contact a parent or carer, arrangements will be made through the school office.
Monitoring and Review
This policy will be reviewed annually by the Governing Body or sooner if there are changes to legislation, statutory guidance or school circumstances.
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