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Geography Policy

“Geography explains the past, illuminates the present and prepares us for the future. What could be more important than that?” Michael Palin
 
 
Intent 

At St Jerome’s we believe that a high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. We believe that there can be few things more fundamental than learning about the ‘earth as our home’. Geography, when taught well, should fascinate and inspire children and nourish curiosity. Geography also deepens understanding of many contemporary challenges – climate change, food security, energy choices. As a subject, it impacts upon every aspect of our children’s lives and plays a crucial role in developing caring and understanding citizens of tomorrow.
 
At St Jerome’s we want children to realise that geography is about them, growing up in their world. We want to build on children’s interests and experiences but also find ways to challenge and excite them with content that might be beyond their immediate horizon. We carefully selected units which reflect the needs of our children: units which take them beyond the local area to explore the UK and the wider world, to develop a passion for learning so that they leave us excited about geography as a subject.
 
Implementation 

Although we make meaningful links to other curriculum areas, we believe that children should see geography as a subject in its own right.  When planning our curriculum, we have thought about its distinctive character as a discipline and ensured that we have woven the concepts that are fundamental to geographical thinking into our curriculum.  Skills needed to be a geographer are taught progressively.  Concepts are built upon, learning is revisited and children’s locational knowledge is built on year on year.
 
We use the enquiry based Kapow Geography scheme. Geography is taught once a term– children complete three units over a year.  Teachers are clear about what they need children to learn and how this builds on prior learning. 
 
Beach School 
This is fundamental in our teaching of geography. We plan our Beach School sessions on a three-yearly cycle and children enjoy a half-day session every half-term.  
Fieldwork is a statutory part of the national curriculum and we ensure children engage regularly with the outside world and develop skills in meaningful and current contexts.  First hand experiences are key for our children at St Jerome’s.  Fieldwork ensures children are engaging with the world around them, managing risks, navigating real landscapes and gathering data for real purposes.

Residentials
We enjoy a number of residential trips in St Jerome’s, CHET (Y4), Robinwood (Y5) and Castlerigg (Y6).
These trips have a huge focus on Geography skills and knowledge and, as with Beach School, ensure children learn in a hands-on way making learning inspiring and memorable.

Resources
· Kapow Geography scheme is used throughout school for Rec-Y6
· Range of books, atlases and maps are available
· Digimap
· Class globes
· Google earth


 
Impact  
The impact of our geography curriculum can be seen in work in children’s books. Children have Knowledge Organisers for each unit, which outline what children will be learning and how this builds on previous learning.
Teachers mind map at the beginning and end of each topic, allowing them to assess children’s learning. Teachers identify key assessment targets and children complete a short assessment in the form of a ‘low-stakes’ quiz 3 weeks after each topic has finished. This allows teachers to assess ‘sticky knowledge’. Teachers use these assessments to evaluate whether a child is working at the expected standard and to plan for next steps. This is recorded on Balance and updated termly.
 
Learning is revisited regularly.  When teachers start new units, they recap on prior learning and use our concepts to deepen children’s understanding and knowledge of geography.



Assessment
Teachers regularly assess the children in class when asking questions, looking at work and discussions with pupils.  We mind map at the beginning and end of each topic to assess new learning. Quizzes can be used at the end of topics to review children’s knowledge and progress. We plan quiz style assessments three weeks after each topic has ended to check and reinforce children’s ‘sticky knowledge’.  On completion of a piece of work, the teacher will assess the work and give oral feedback. Older and more able pupils are encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work.
The Geography Progress Map will enable teachers to assess whether children are working below, above or at the expected level at the end of each year. Interim judgements will be made after each unit of work (half termly) and recorded on Balance.




Equal opportunities
Activities should be carefully planned by the class teacher and be differentiated where appropriate for children with SEN and equally the more able and Gifted and Talented children. All resources/materials have been reviewed with equal opportunities in mind, e.g. race, gender, ethnicity. Learning experiences in music will be available to every child, regardless of race, gender, class or ability. Pupils will be encouraged to value social and cultural diversity. They will listen to, and participate in, a variety of experiences in a positive and constructive role.


Inclusion
We recognise that in all classes, children have a wide range of geography skills, and so we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways:
· setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
· setting tasks of increasing difficulty;
· grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each group;
· grouping children in mixed ability groups;
· providing resources of different complexity, depending on the ability of the child;
· using additional adults (TAs) to support the work of individuals or groups of children.


Role of the Subject Leader
The coordination and planning of the geography curriculum are overseen by the subject leader, who also:

· keeps colleagues and school governors informed about developments in geography and provides a strategic lead and direction for the subject;
· keeps own CPD up-to-date and attends any relevant training;
· discusses progress with the Head Teacher and evaluates strengths and weaknesses in geography;
· meets with children across the school to review the geography teaching that is taking place;
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