Prior Learning

Year 3 – How did the lives of ancient Britons change so much during the Stone Age?
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The Amesbury Archer
A grave of Bronze Age man dating to around 2300BC and was discovered three miles from Stonehenge by Wessex Archaeology staff in 2002.

Key Vocabulary
Copper; tin; smelting; bronze; manufacture;  discovery; artefacts; advancement; progress; social status; functional; skeleton; wealthy; powerful; hunter; warrior; community; status; trade; hill fort; area; mound; archaeologist; evidence; population; culture; social customs; religious beliefs; siege; barter; swap; exchange; goods; services;
Subject Specific Skills

· Identify and describe the likely use of a range of Bronze     Age artefacts and explain why these items demonstrate progress in the way that people lived in Britain compared with the Stone Age;
· Describe the main features of an Iron Age hill fort and identify and suggest reasons for the purpose of artefacts found within them;


Key Knowledge                                                  This investigation allows pupils to understand some of the key changes that occurred in Britain towards the end of the Neolithic period of the Stone Age and the progress these brought about in society. The first of these was the arrival of metal-smelting skills carried by Bell Beaker people from Europe and the ability of communities to create alloys such as bronze. This was a significant breakthrough because even though bronze was of similar hardness to flint, it was nevertheless much more versatile in its use and easier to mould and shape into weapons, tools and domestic utensils. The enquiry also enables pupils to reflect upon the reasons why Bronze Age people may have constructed the large number of stone monuments that still exist in many parts of the country. Their construction is an important feature of the Bronze Age.                                                                                      The Iron Age represents the last period of prehistory in Britain and a time of both great change and significant progress in society. It is also an ideal context for pupils to explore the importance to archaeologists and historians of artefactual evidence as a means of interpreting the past. There is a greater quantity and variety of artefacts in Britain from the Iron Age than either the Bronze Age or the Neolithic period of the New Stone Age. In a similar way to Bronze Age peoples, with their stone monuments, the hill forts created by Iron Age societies are a major feature of the landscapes of many parts of Britain. Some represent the largest artefacts of prehistory to be found anywhere in the country.                                                                          The invasion of the Romans in AD 43 marked the beginning of the end of the Iron Age in Britain, although many tribes (such as the Iceni) fought long and hard to resist. In some parts of Britain ignored by the Roman invaders, Iron Age Celtic culture persisted in some form or another for up to 800 years. When thinking of Celtic resistance, one name above all others comes to mind – Boudica.
Year 3
Bronze age and Iron Age
How do the standing stones and other artefacts help us understand the lives of people in the Bronze & Iron Ages?
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