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INTRODUCTION
This booklet provides information for parents and carers on the
end of year expectations for children in our school. The National
Curriculum outlines these expectations as being the minimum
requirements your child should meet in order to ensure continued
progress.

All the objectives will be worked on throughout the year and will
be the focus of direct teaching. Any extra support you can provide
in helping your children to achieve these is greatly valued.

If you have any queries regarding the content of this booklet or
would like some support in knowing how best to help your child
then please talk to your child’s teacher.

In Literacy, your child will increasingly meet a wider range of texts and
types of writing and will be encouraged to use their skills in a broader
range of contexts. Their knowledge and understanding of grammar and
punctuation terminology will also increase which will be practically applied
when writing independently.
In Mathematics, children will use their knowledge of number bonds and
other mental methods to tackle more complex problems. They will also
learn new methods for all of the four operations and apply these to
calculations of larger numbers. Times Tables are an integral part of the Year
4 maths curriculum. By the time they enter Year 5 children should know all
of the Times Tables up to 12X12.
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READING
First and foremost, reading should be pleasurable. Please encourage your child to read regularly; at
least ten minutes every day. This could be a story, a non-fiction book, a magazine, newspaper or
website.
It is really important that children have the opportunity to read aloud and it would be great if they
could read to an adult at least once a week. Reading a variety of texts is crucial as it exposes children
to a variety of styles, plots and vocabulary. We are interested to hear about the stories/texts children
are reading at home, other than their school reading book. Your child’s school reading diary is a
great way for you to communicate this and I will also leave comments when your child reads with
me in class.
It is important to make sure that children understand what they are reading. As children become
more competent readers, they should be able to answer increasingly complex questions which
involve more thinking. The table below might be a useful guide when asking your child questions
about their reading.

The following link takes you to Pie Corbett’s Year 4 Reading Spine. It includes examples of
age-related, quality texts.
https://images.scholastic.co.uk/assets/a/cc/d0/pie-corbett-yr4-1393287.pdf
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Rainow Reading Criteria for Y4
Reading words:
• My reading is mostly fluent and I am using expression with increasing confidence 
• I decode unfamiliar words confidently and, if needed, refer to my phonic knowledge to help 

me
• I use my knowledge of root words, suffixes and prefixes to help me understand the meaning 

of new words in 
• I can use dictionaries and thesauruses to help me find out the meaning of unfamiliar words 
• I know that some words sound different to how they are spelt 
• I can read a range of stories, poems, play-scripts and non-fiction texts aloud, experimenting 

with intonation, volume and actions 

Understanding Texts:
• I can recount the key events of longer stories and make links between events in a text  
• I can use non-fiction books to retrieve and record information
• I can make predictions about what will happen next and give reasons for my answer using the 

text to support my viewpoint 
• I can explain how an author has used certain words and phrases to describe a character or 

event and the effect this has on the reader   
• I can find and use evidence from a text to explain a character’s feelings, thoughts, motives and 

actions throughout a story  
• I can identify words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination and 

comment on their effectiveness 
• I can identify different conventions in a wide range of books I read
• I can ask and answer questions about what I have read and identify key themes and issues 

Talking About Reading:
• I can discuss the texts I have read and link key events to my own experiences
• I can talk about the vocabulary I like in books, why the author might have chosen it and how it 

makes me feel 
• I can talk about similarities and differences when comparing books by the same author or 

with the same themes
• I can discuss how language, structure and presentation contribute to the meaning of a text 
• I confidently take part in group discussion about a range of texts I have read. I listen carefully 

to others and give reasons for my ideas when it is my turn



WRITING
During Year Four, children will be given opportunities to write texts similar to those they have read
and, where possible, be given writing tasks for real purposes e.g. writing a letter to a specific person.
They will be given opportunities to generate ideas for their writing and create a plan. The children
will then draft and write sentences for their piece by rehearsing them out loud. They will build on
their knowledge of how to organise paragraphs around a topic or theme and in narratives they will
create settings, characters and plots. In non-fiction, they will be expected to use organisational
devices such as subheadings and a clear introduction. As part of the writing process children will
also be taught to evaluate and edit their writing and given opportunities to read their work aloud in
class.

Rainow Writing Criteria for Y4
Planning my writing:
• I use a variety of planning formats (e.g. mind-maps, story mountains).
• I can discuss my writing planning with others and use their ideas, to adapt my own.
• I can discuss the impact of a variety of texts and use similar ideas, to help me plan my writing.
Structuring my writing:
• I am beginning to use paragraphs to organise my writing. 
• I am able to organise my paragraphs around a theme.
Writing sentences & joining clauses:
• I am exploring the different ways verbs are used to indicate when events happen (past, present, future, 

perfect tense…).
• I expand noun phrases using adjectives and prepositions.
• I can identify and use adverbial and fronted adverbials, using a comma accurately.
• I can identify subordinate and main clauses in sentences.
• I can write a range of sentences with subordinate clauses, using conjunctions. 
Engaging and giving detail:
• I am using rich and varied words in my writing.
• I can use vocabulary learnt from other curriculum areas to make effectively in my writing. 
• I can identify and begin to use the techniques a writer uses to engage a reader (e.g. varied sentence 

length, metaphor, simile and repetition avoidance).
• I can create interesting characters, settings and plots. 
Punctuating Sentences
• I can use punctuation in my writing (e.g. ABC  .   ?  !  commas in lists and after fronted adverbials). 
• I am starting to use the rules for punctuating direct speech including punctuation before the closing 

inverted commas and new speaker - new line.
• I can use an apostrophe to show omission or possession.
• I check my tenses are consistent and use pronouns accurately.
Spelling
• I can spell all of the Rainow non – negotiable words.
• I can add prefixes and suffixes to words usually following the rules correctly.
• I can use an apostrophe to show possession and omission.
• I know and can use a range of homophones and can spell there, their and they’re.
Improving and editing
• When editing writing, including that of others, I make changes to words and sentences to improve the 

overall effect.
• I proof read for spelling and punctuation errors using a dictionary to help me.
• I can present my written work to an audience using my voice effectively.
Handwriting
• I can join my handwriting in a neat cursive style.
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PUNCTUATION & GRAMMAR
Children will revise and be expected to use grammar and punctuation terminology
taught in previous year groups as well as learning new terminology which is outlined
below.

Vocabulary used by pupils: conjunctions, verbs, adverbs, adverbial phrases, fronted
adverbials, adjectives, nouns, pronouns, expanded noun phrases, prepositions,
determiners, similes, metaphors, main clause, subordinate clause, apostrophes and
inverted commas.

___________________________________________

By the end of Year 4, children will have been taught:

Punctuation

• To use apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession
Examples: the girl’s name, the girls’ names.
• To use irregular possessive apostrophes for plurals
Example: The children’s coats were muddy.
• To use inverted commas to indicate direct speech, as well as other speech rules

such as capital letters at the start of speech and punctuation before the closing
inverted commas.

Example: “You’ll never guess what I’ve just seen!” exclaimed Oliver.
• To include commas after fronted adverbials
Example: Cautiously, Lucy tiptoed along the moonlit path.

Handwriting

In year 4 children should be joining their handwriting in a neat cursive style.
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PUNCTUATION & GRAMMAR

Grammar terminology

An adverb is a word which modifies a verb, which means that it tells you how, when,
where or why something is being done.
Example: slowly, kindly, often

Fronted adverbials are words or phrases at the beginning of a sentence, used
like adverbs to describe the action that follows.
Example: Before the sun came up,

A conjunction is a type of connective ('connective' is an umbrella term for any word
that connects bits of text). Co-ordinating conjunctions include the words and, but and
so; subordinating conjunctions include the words because, if and until.

A determiner is a word that introduces a noun and identifies it in detail. Determiners
can be articles (a, an, the), demonstratives (this, that), possessives (your, his),
quantifiers (some, many), numbers (six, sixty).

An expanded noun phrase includes one noun as well as words that describe it to give
extra detail.
Example: There on the hill was a sinister, derelict house, towering over the overgrown
garden.

A main clause can form a complete sentence on its own.

A subordinate clause needs to be attached to a main clause because it cannot make 
sense on its own, although it contains a subject and a verb.
Example: I first met her in Paris where I live as a small child.
The underlined part in the subordinate clause because it wouldn’t make sense on its own.

Prepositions are linking words in a sentence. We use prepositions to explain where
things are in time or space.
Example: before, behind, on Wednesday

A pronoun is a word used to replace a noun. Examples of pronouns are: he, she, it,
they. Pronouns can be personal and possessive
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SPELLING
During Year Four, children will be taught the following:

• develop a range of personal strategies for learning new and irregular words
• develop a range of strategies for checking and proof reading spellings after writing
• use prefixes (un-/dis-/mis-/inter-/re-/sub-/anti-)
• Use suffixes (-ation/-ly/-ous) and understand how to add them
• spell words which end in –sure, -ture and -sion
• continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused
• use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words
• use a thesaurus
• proofread for spelling errors.

Statutory Word List for Years Three and Four:

This list has been split into a separate Year 3 and Year 4 list to ensure coverage. However, it is important they
continue to practise all of them until they can spell and use them confidently. If you would like a copy of the
separated list, please do not hesitate to ask.
As well as learning the spelling, they also need to know what the words mean, how to include them in a
sentence and be able to identify any synonyms or antonyms for the word.

Making spelling fun…
• Find the words in the paper or magazines 
• Cut out the letters and see how quickly your child can rearrange them in the correct order 
• Say speech rhymes and tongue twisters together 
• Play detective games with words – ask your child to be a detective and find: words that rhyme, begin/end with the same 

sound or letter, little words in big words (e.g. ‘am’ in ‘pyjamas’), words that sound the same but are spelt differently (e.g. 
ate, eight) 

• Play word games that focus on sounds of words (Scrabble, Boggle, Word Snap, I Spy) 
• Draw a picture, then write words to label items in the picture 
• Use alphabet stamps and coloured ink pads or felt pens/crayons to make spelling artwork 
• Write a short story that uses all of the spelling words 
• Find the meaning of words in a dictionary and write them in a sentence 
• Write words in a bucket of sand or make them from playdough
• Make secret agent words by numbering the alphabet from 1-26 and then converting spelling words into a number code 
• Make a crossword puzzle or word search from the words in the spelling list 
• Make flashcards to help practise spelling words 
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MATHEMATICS
In year 4, children continue to learn calculation strategies to help solve problems. There is also a big
emphasis on mental arithmetic such as Times Tables. A fluent understanding of these helps to build
a solid foundation in maths. Time is another aspect of the curriculum that needs constant repetition.
Children need to be able to tell the time to the nearest minute on a digital and analogue clock and
work out the difference between given times.

When working mathematically, pupils are encouraged to ask themselves:
Can I do it in my head?
Do I need to make jottings?
Do I need to use a formal column method?

Tips for helping with maths development:

+ Listen to your child – ask them to explain how they found an answer. Expect your
child to use different strategies to solve problems – ask “Is there another way you
could solve this?”
They truly understand what they are doing if they can explain or teach a concept to
you.

+ Ask your child what they are doing in maths at school and try to use it in everyday
life (e.g. fractions – what fraction of people in our family are children? What fraction
of pizza is left/did you eat?) This gives them practise and shows them that maths
relates to the ‘real’ world.

+ Give them opportunities to do maths – maths is everywhere!

Some great contexts for maths are:
- Money – counting and calculating – pocket money, banking, shopping
- Measuring – length, area, volume, cooking ingredients
- Travelling – reading numbers on signs, calculating distances & speeds, giving
directions, timetables
- Time – ask children to read the time to you, work out how long it is till certain
events, how long things like TV shows last
- Games – Monopoly, Bingo, board games such as Snakes and Ladders

RAINOW PRIMARY SCHOOL - Y5 CURRICULUM GUIDE



MATHEMATICS
SOME USEFUL FACTS TO LEARN KNOW OFF BY HEART:
TIME
1 minute = 60 seconds
1 hour = 60 minutes
1 day = 24 hours
1 week = 7 days
1 leap year = 366 days
1 year = 365 days or 52 weeks or 12 months
1 century = 100 years
1 millennium = 1000 years

MEASURES
Length:
10 millimetres (mm) = 1 centimetre (cm)
100 centimetres = 1 metre (m)
1000 millimetres = 1 metre
1000 metres = 1 kilometre (km)

Mass:
1000 grams (g) = 1 kilogram (kg)
1000 kilograms = 1 tonne

Capacity:
1000 millilitres (ml) = 1 litre (l)
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WORD ORIGINS/MEANING
mono- = one 
uni- = one
bi- = two
tri- = three
quad- = four
pent- = five
hex- = six
hept- = seven
sept- = seven
oct- = eight
nona- = nine
dec- = ten
cent- = hundred
mille- = thousand
kilo- = thousand

30 days has September, April, June and dark November.
All the rest have 31 days clear, except for February
which has 28 and 29 in each leap year.

ROMAN NUMERALS
I = 1

II = 2

III = 3

IV = 4

V = 5

VI = 6

VII = 7

VIII = 8

IX = 9

X = 10

XI = 11

XII = 12

XIII = 13

XIV = 14

XV = 15

XX = 20

L = 50

C= 100

D = 500

M = 1000



MATHEMATICS – ADDITION
OBJECTIVES
Pupils should be taught to: 
 add whole numbers with up to 4 digits using formal written methods
 Add numbers mentally using partitioning
 Estimate and use the inverse operation to check answers
 solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations & methods to use & why. 

METHODS
Children will continue to practise using a range of strategies to add mentally.
For example, they might ‘partition’ the number: 247 + 383 = (200 + 300= 500) + (40 + 80= 120) + (7 + 3= 10) = 630

We will extend our knowledge of column addition, moving from expanded to compact.  Using Place Value 
counters or Dienes, we will explore our understanding of how the method works.

NB. Care must be taken when ‘carrying’ (this is where knowledge and understanding of Place Value is
essential)
The concept of zero as a placeholder needs to be understood and utilised when adding numbers of different
sizes (in different columns)

Addition is the inverse of subtraction; this relationship is demonstrated through ‘Fact Families’.

122+247=369 so 369-122=247

247+122=369 369-247=122

Vocab:
add, addition, more than, sum, and, make, total, altogether, increase, plus, double, near double, partition, ones, tens,
hundreds, thousands, ten thousands, carry, carrying, carry marks, columns, equals, is equal to, zero, placeholder
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MATHEMATICS – SUBTRACTION
OBJECTIVES
Pupils should be taught to: 
 subtract whole numbers with up to 4 digits, including using formal written methods (columnar subtraction) 
 subtract numbers mentally by rounding, counting up and partitioning
 Estimate and use the inverse operation to check answers 
 solve subtraction two-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations & methods to use & why. 

METHODS
‘Counting On’ on a numberline to find the difference between numbers is a useful method to use.

When understanding of the expanded method is secure, children will move on to the formal method of
decomposition, which can be modelled using place value counters.

Subtraction is the inverse of addition; this relationship is demonstrated through ‘Fact Families’.  
These are particularly useful in helping us solve missing number problems.

345 – 67 = 287
287 + 67 = 345

Vocab:
subtraction, subtract, minus, decrease, less than, find the difference (between), count on, number line, number track,
fewer, take (away), how many are left/left over? how many more/fewer is… than…? how much more/less is…? exchange,
columns, decomposition, equals, zero, place holder
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MATHEMATICS – MULTIPLICATION

OBJECTIVES
Pupils should be taught to:
 recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12
 recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations
 multiply numbers up to 3 digits by a one-digit number using a formal written method
 multiply numbers mentally drawing upon known facts
 use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide mentally, including: multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing 

by 1; multiplying together three numbers

METHODS
Children will continue to practise using known facts to help them multiply.  For example, if 6 x 7 = 42 
then 60 x 7 = 420 and 6 x 70 = 420.

Explicit links will be made between the array model and the grid method:                              

ARRAY:      6 GRID METHOD:

43

335 x 6 = 

18 x 13 = 

NB. Multiplication is the inverse of division; this relationship is demonstrated through ‘Fact Families’.

43 x 6 = 258 so  258 ÷ 6 = 43
6 x 43 = 258 258 ÷ 43 = 6

6 equal groups of 43

Vocab:
array, lots of, groups of, times, multiplication, multiply, multiplied by, multiple of, product, factor, once, twice, three
times, four times, five times… ten times, …times as (big, long, wide, and so on), repeated addition, array, row, column,
carry, zero, place holder, decimal point, decimals, short multiplication, long multiplication, grid
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MATHEMATICS – DIVISION
OBJECTIVES
Pupils should be taught to: 
 divide numbers mentally drawing upon multiplication facts 
 divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number using the formal written method of short division and interpret 

remainders appropriately for the context 
 divide whole numbers and those involving decimals by 10, 100 and 1000 

METHODS
Sharing, Grouping and using a number line
Children will continue to explore division as sharing and grouping, and to represent calculations on a 
number line until they  have a secure understanding. Children will progress in their use of written 
division calculations: 
• Using tables facts with which they are fluent
• Experiencing a logical progression in the numbers they use

Formal Written Methods
Formal short division will only be introduced once children have a good understanding of division, its 
links with multiplication and the idea of ‘chunking up’ to find a target number.

NB. Division is the inverse of multiplication; this relationship is demonstrated through ‘Fact Families’.

56 ÷ 7 = 8
56 ÷ 8 = 7
7 X 8 = 56
8 X 7 = 56

Vocab:
array, lots of, groups of, multiples, repeated subtraction, number line, share, share equally, one each, two each, three
each… group in pairs, threes… tens, equal groups of, divide, division, divided by, divided into, remainder, factor, divisor,
quotient, divisible by, ‘bus stop’, short division, long division, chunk.
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MATHEMATICS – Times Tables

By the end of year 4 children must know the multiplication facts up to 
12X12.

The national expectation is that every child must be able to answer any times table 
question mentally within 5 seconds by the end of year 4. Children are expected to 
know the facts in any order e.g. match the question to the answer. 
In Year 4 children need to continue to learn times tables and their related division 
facts as part of their home learning. Children do not need to sit down for extended 
periods to learn these but we do expect that children practise these daily. This could 
be them playing times tables games on the computer, chanting times tables while 
playing catch together or simply challenging them to answer questions on the drive to 
school. 

Ways to practise at home:
 Bingo – a fun exciting game to help enthuse children
 Game/ apps
 Create posters and put them up e.g. by the sink for practice whilst they brush 

their teeth
 Listen to Times Table songs – Percy Parker is a firm favourite in our class!
 Pairing games
 Ask questions during car journeys, waiting in queues etc.
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MATHEMATICS – Y4 ALL OTHER OBJECTIVES

Pupils should be taught to: 

Numbers and the Number System
 count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000
 find 1000 more or less than a given number
 count backwards through zero to include negative numbers
 recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds, tens, and 

ones)
 order and compare numbers beyond 1000 § identify, represent and estimate numbers using 

different representations
 round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000
 solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above and with increasingly large 

positive numbers
 read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time, the numeral system changed to 

include the concept of zero
 and place value.

Fractions and Decimals
 recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent fractions
 count up and down in hundredths; recognise that hundredths arise when dividing an object by 

one hundred and dividing
 tenths by ten.
 solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to calculate quantities, and fractions to 

divide quantities, including
 non-unit fractions where the answer is a whole number
 add and subtract fractions with the same denominator
 recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundredths
 recognise and write decimal equivalents
 find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number by 10 and 100, identifying the value of the 

digits in the answer as
 ones, tenths and hundredths
 round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number
 compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to two decimal places
 solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and decimals to two decimal 

places.
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MATHEMATICS – Y4 ALL OTHER OBJECTIVES

Pupils should be taught to: 

Geometry
 compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and triangles, based on their 

properties and sizes
 identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles up to two right angles by size
 identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented in different orientations
 complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of symmetry.

Position and Direction
 describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant
 describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to the left/right and 

up/down
 plot specified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon.

Measurement
 Convert between different units of measure [for example, kilometre to metre; hour to minute]
 measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure (including squares) in centimetres and 

metres
 find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares
 estimate, compare and calculate different measures, including money in pounds and pence
 read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12- and 24-hour clocks
 solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to seconds; years to months; 

weeks to days.

Statistics
 interpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate graphical methods, 

including bar charts and time
 graphs.
 solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information presented in bar charts, 

pictograms, tables and other
 graphs.

RAINOW PRIMARY SCHOOL – Y4 CURRICULUM GUIDE


