
 

 

    

Year 1’s Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope that you all had an enjoyable Summer break. As the children settle back into school routines 

and are getting ready for the challenges ahead, I would like to take this opportunity to inform you of 

the children’s learning over the coming half-term. 

 

Religious Education   

In Religion, our first topic will be on families. Any images of your family that you can 

send your child in with for them to show to their class would be great! Any that you 

don’t mind us using for your child to stick in their prayer book would also be much 

appreciated. The children will be focusing on who is in their family, noticing that 

every family is different and understand the love and care families have for each 

other and within religion. 

 

 

 

English 

Our first unit in English is fiction. We will be learning how to write a short 

adventure story. We will be focusing on capital letters, full stops, using finger 

spaces, forming letters correctly and to use the word ‘and’ to form two sentences 

together. 

 

Maths 

In Maths, we are focusing on place value (within 10), addition and subtraction and 

shapes.  

Completing number recognition and formation with your child at home would really 

support them during this time. The children can often mistake a number or write a 

number incorrectly.   

We use concrete resources to support children with addition and subtraction in Year 1, the children use 

pictorial representations to add or subtract a number. Again, any encouragement at home for them to 

count objects would really benefit your child’s learning in school. For example, they could count 1 

group of apples and 1 group of grapes – how many have you got altogether? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    

 

Science 

This half term we will be learning about Identifying animals including 

humans. We will start by exploring different types of animals and progress 

onto what type of animal it is and what food they eat. They will have to sort 

these into the correct grouping, for example mammal or amphibians? Carnivore or herbivore? 

 

P.E  

The children will have 2 sessions of P.E a week, these will be on Tuesday and 

Thursday. Remember that your child needs to come to school in their P.E kit on 

these days (White t-shirt, black shorts or leggings/joggers, black pumps or 

trainers and their school jumper).  

 

 

Geography  

Our Geography unit is all about countries of the UK. We will start this topic off by 

exploring our local area where we will be taking a short walk outside of the school 

grounds and using a map and compass to help us find buildings or landmarks that 

we have discussed. This will then progress onto capital cities and seas of the UK. 

 

 

Art  

 

In Art, we will be exploring colour mixing. We will look at 2 artists, Clarice Cliff and Jasper Johns, our 

main focus will be on Clarice Cliff and by the end of the unit we will be using one of her fantastic plate 

designs to make our own. 

 

Phonics/Reading  

 

Your child might not have their class teacher for phonics as there are many groups, this enables us to 

focus directly on that group of children’s needs. Their teacher will change their books for them after 

one whole week of them having them, they should start off with a reading book and then after they 

have read their phonics book all week in school, they then get this book to take home so they can 

confidently read to you at home and impress you. Reading books must be in school every day.  Please 

ensure that you are reading everyday with your children and signing their reading records, 10 minutes 



 

 

    

a day will make a huge difference. When the children have finished reading, there are questions to ask 

your child at the back of the book! This helps to develop their comprehension skills.   

In addition to this they will also get to choose a library book of their choice, this is to develop their 

love of reading. We make it a fun experience and they get to go to our lovely library in groups and 

pick out a book they want to read or they might choose a harder book that they want you to read to 

them.  

 

 

If you have any queries or concerns about your child’s learning in Year 1, please contact me using our 

class email: 

 

Thank you for your continued home support. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss Edmunds 


