St.John Fisher Catholic Primary School

Growing through God, we learn, laugh and love.
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Music Policy 
In consequence of our school mission, it is a fundamental aim of St. John Fisher to be a school which is: -
Nurturing – so we feel closer to God.

Compassionate – so we will look after others.

Inclusive – so that everyone feels valued.

Inspiring – to reach heights that we thought we never could.

Creative – to use all our talents to the best of our ability.

Active – to live life to the fullest.

Determined – to always learn and discover new things.
Policy Statement

At St John Fisher, we believe that Music is an important part of every child’s education and plays a central role in the spiritual and cultural life of our Catholic school community. We aim to provide a high-quality, engaging and inclusive music curriculum that inspires creativity, builds confidence and develops a lifelong love and appreciation of music.

Singing is at the heart of our music curriculum. Through hymns, songs, prayer and liturgy, children develop their musical abilities while strengthening their faith and sense of belonging within our school community.

Using the Spark yard Music Curriculum, we aim to ensure that all children develop the knowledge, understanding and practical skills needed to become confident musicians. Pupils are encouraged to listen, sing, perform, improvise and compose, while developing an understanding of musical elements such as pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure and notation.

We want every child, regardless of their background, ability or additional needs, to experience the joy of making music and recognise themselves as a musician.

Aims We aim to:
1. Inspire a love of music by providing enjoyable, creative and meaningful musical experiences that encourage children to develop a lifelong appreciation of music.

2. Develop musical knowledge and understanding through the progressive teaching of pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure and notation.

3. Develop singing skills by encouraging children to use their voices confidently, accurately and expressively, both individually and as part of a group.

4. Provide opportunities for playing instruments so that children develop coordination, musical accuracy, control and an understanding of how sounds can be combined.

5. Encourage creativity through composing and improvising, enabling children to explore musical ideas, experiment with sounds and create their own musical pieces.

6. Develop listening and appraisal skills by introducing children to a wide range of musical styles, genres, composers, cultures and historical periods.

7. Build confidence through performance by providing regular opportunities for children to perform individually, in groups and as part of the wider school community.

8. Ensure progression and continuity by using the Sparkyard Music Curriculum to build upon children's prior knowledge and develop increasingly sophisticated musical skills from EYFS to Year 6.

9. Promote inclusion and equal opportunities by ensuring that every child, regardless of ability, background or additional needs, can access, participate in and succeed in music.

10. Develop teamwork, resilience and respect by encouraging children to listen to others, collaborate, practise, persevere and celebrate each other's achievements.

Rationale

The National Curriculum in England Framework Document (DfE) 2014)

This policy is informed by the Statutory National Curriculum for music in England (Key Stages 1 and 2), the Early Years Foundation Stage statutory framework and the Department for Education’s non-statutory Model Music Curriculum and Music Development Plan guidance. Spark yard is the school’s chosen teaching resource; teachers remain responsible for ensuring that planned lessons collectively cover statutory expectations. This policy should be read alongside the school’s SEND, equality, safeguarding, assessment and health and safety policies.
Organisation and Planning

The Sparkyard Music Curriculum provides a clear progression of musical knowledge and skills from Key Stage 1 through to Key Stage 2. In the Early Years Foundation Stage, musical learning is developed through the Expressive Arts and Design area of learning, supported by age-appropriate musical activities and resources.

Music lessons are organised to ensure that children experience a range of practical and creative activities. These include:

· Singing: Developing vocal skills, pitch awareness, expression and confidence through songs, hymns and musical activities.

· Listening and Appraising: Listening to a variety of musical styles, genres and traditions, identifying musical elements and expressing opinions.

· Playing Instruments: Developing skills in playing tuned and untuned percussion instruments, maintaining a steady pulse and performing rhythmic and melodic patterns.

· Composing and Improvising: Exploring sounds, creating musical patterns and developing original musical ideas.

· Performing: Providing opportunities for children to perform individually and collaboratively, developing confidence, cooperation and musical expression.

-Musical Knowledge: Developing an understanding of pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure and notation.

Long-Term Planning

Long-term planning is supported by the Sparkyard Music Curriculum and ensures appropriate coverage of National Curriculum objectives.

The Music Subject Leader oversees curriculum planning to ensure that musical knowledge and skills are developed progressively across year groups.

Long-term planning identifies the musical learning to be covered throughout the academic year and provides opportunities for children to revisit and build upon previously taught skills.

Medium-Term Planning

Medium-term planning follows the units and learning sequences provided by Sparkyard.

Each unit identifies key musical knowledge, vocabulary, practical skills and learning outcomes. Lessons are sequenced to allow children to develop their understanding gradually and apply their learning through practical musical experiences.

Teachers adapt activities where necessary to meet the needs of their pupils while maintaining the intended musical learning.

Short-Term Planning

Class teachers use Sparkyard lesson plans and teaching resources to support the delivery of music lessons.

Lessons typically include opportunities to:

1. Revisit and consolidate previous musical learning.

2. Introduce new musical knowledge and vocabulary.

3. Listen to and explore musical examples.

4. Practise musical skills through singing, playing or movement.

5. Apply learning through performing, composing or improvising.

6. Reflect upon and evaluate musical outcomes.

Teachers use professional judgement to adapt lesson activities, resources and levels of challenge to ensure that all children can participate successfully.

Progression and Continuity

Progression is an essential part of music teaching at St John Fisher Catholic Primary School.

The Sparkyard Music Curriculum enables children to revisit important musical concepts while developing increasing confidence, accuracy and independence.

As children move through the school, they are encouraged to demonstrate greater control when singing and playing instruments, use increasingly sophisticated musical vocabulary, understand different forms of notation and make more informed musical choices.

Teachers build upon children's prior learning and provide opportunities to apply musical knowledge in different contexts.

Progression Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)–Year 6

Early Years Foundation Stage

In EYFS, musical development is primarily supported through Expressive Arts and Design, alongside Communication and Language and Physical Development. Adults model singing, chants, rhymes and movement; children explore instruments, timbre and changes in speed or volume, copy patterns and invent their own sound responses. Provision includes both adult-led experiences and child-initiated exploration. Staff observe participation, listening, expressive response and growing control, rather than expecting formal notation.

 Key Stage 1

Pupils learn to use voices expressively and creatively through songs, chants and rhymes; play tuned and untuned instruments musically; listen with concentration and understanding; and experiment with, select and combine sounds. Teaching emphasises steady pulse, rhythmic imitation, high and low pitch, contrasting dynamics and tempo, simple musical structures, and respectful ensemble participation.

Key Stage 2

Pupils increasingly perform in solo and ensemble contexts with accuracy, fluency, control and expression. They improvise and compose for purposes, listen with greater attention and aural memory, use and understand staff and other notations, appreciate a wide range of live and recorded music and develop an understanding of musical history. Teachers plan opportunities to rehearse, refine and explain musical choices.
Indicative progression from EYFS to Year 6

The following overview is a school-level progression guide. It must be cross-referenced with the current Sparkyard unit map and adjusted to reflect the sequence actually taught.
	Stage
	Indicative development

	EYFS
	Join songs and rhymes; explore sounds and movement; copy short patterns.

	Year 1
	Keep a steady beat; echo simple rhythms; distinguish high/low and loud/quiet; sing together.

	Year 2
	Perform rhythmic patterns with increasing accuracy; explore simple pitch shapes; create short sound sequences.

	Year 3
	Maintain an independent part; recognise simple notation; compose and organise musical ideas; describe musical elements.

	Year 4
	Read and perform more developed rhythm patterns; control dynamics and tempo; create and refine short compositions; evaluate choices.

	Year 5
	Perform with greater expression and ensemble awareness; use notation to record and develop ideas; compare musical styles.

	Year 6
	Sustain and refine parts; compose with intentional structure and texture; explain and evaluate music using precise vocabulary.


Spark yard provides songs, listening material, teaching sequences and practical activities through which staff can plan coherent learning. Teachers use the school’s agreed long-term overview and adapt units to their pupils. They revisit earlier concepts before introducing more demanding tasks, explicitly model musical processes, provide opportunities for rehearsal and give specific feedback. Practical music-making is the principal route to understanding; written work supports rather than replaces musical activity.

Cross-curricular Opportunities

Where appropriate, music is linked to other curriculum subjects to enrich children's learning and develop their wider understanding.

For example, music may support learning in:

· Religious Education: Through hymns, sacred music, prayer, liturgy and celebrations.

· English: Through rhyme, rhythm, poetry, storytelling and expressive language.

· Mathematics: Through counting beats, recognising patterns, sequencing and understanding rhythm.

· History: Through exploring composers, musical traditions and music from different historical periods.

· Geography: Through listening to and appreciating music from different countries and cultures.

· Physical Education: Through movement, dance, coordination and responding to rhythm.

These links enhance children's understanding while maintaining a clear focus on musical knowledge and skills.

Music Across the Wider School

Music extends beyond timetabled lessons and is an important part of daily school life.

Singing is central to our Catholic school community and provides opportunities for children to participate in collective worship, school Masses, assemblies and celebrations throughout the liturgical year.

Children also have opportunities to share their musical learning through class performances, Christmas productions, concerts and other school events.

These experiences support the development of confidence, teamwork, creativity and a sense of belonging.

Equality and SEN Statement

All pupils should have meaningful access to the music curriculum. Teachers identify barriers in advance and adapt tasks without reducing musical ambition. Reasonable adjustments may include visual timetables and notation, smaller-step instructions, repeated modelling, alternative instruments, accessible grips, quieter rehearsal spaces, sensory accommodations, supported group roles and different ways of demonstrating learning. For pupils with hearing, physical, communication or sensory needs, adaptations are informed by individual plans and specialist advice where appropriate. Greater depth is encouraged through more demanding musical decisions, independent parts and extended composition rather than simply more work.
Before lessons, teachers anticipate barriers linked to hearing, sensory processing, physical access, communication, attention, language or working memory. Adaptations preserve the musical learning intention wherever possible.

Possible approaches include a visual lesson sequence; pre-teaching vocabulary; rhythm symbols; gesture cues; simplified instrumental parts; enlarged notation; shorter rehearsal sections; quieter rehearsal spaces; ear defenders when appropriate; accessible instruments; alternative ways to communicate musical choices; and adult modelling or peer partnership.

Pupils who find singing difficult should still have meaningful access to the musical concept through humming, gesture, instrumental response or supported vocal participation as appropriate. Pupils should not be singled out or required to perform solo without suitable preparation.

Greater-depth opportunities include independent part leadership, more complex rhythmic or melodic ideas, explanation of stylistic choices, peer coaching and refinement of original compositions. Extension should deepen musicianship rather than merely increase task length.

Teachers monitor whether adaptations enable genuine progress, review them with relevant colleagues and consult individual support plans where applicable.

Assessment 
Assessment is primarily formative: teachers listen, observe, question and respond during singing, playing, listening and composition. At appropriate points, teachers capture a manageable sample of evidence such as a short audio clip, photograph of notation, teacher observation or pupil reflection. The school may use Sparkyard progression statements alongside the National Curriculum to make summative judgements. Judgements focus on the quality of musical understanding and performance, not confidence alone, handwriting or access to instruments outside school. Recordings of children are stored and shared in line with school safeguarding, consent and data-protection procedures.

Examples of assessment prompts
Can the pupil maintain the pulse while another rhythm is performed? Can they explain why a chosen instrument suits a composition? Can they rehearse and improve an ensemble part? Can they identify a musical change and describe its effect?

 Catholic life, prayer and liturgy

Music supports the spiritual life of the school through hymns, sung responses, reflective listening and appropriate liturgical music. Children may sing at class prayer and liturgy, Masses, Advent and Christmas events, Lent and Easter celebrations, feast days and sacramental occasions. Selection of music should be liturgically appropriate and coordinated with those responsible for Catholic life and worship. Opportunities to participate are inclusive and respectful; no pupil is disadvantaged in music assessment because of their beliefs or level of religious participation.

Reporting
At St John Fisher Catholic Primary School, reporting in Music is an important part of recognising and celebrating children's musical achievements, monitoring progress and identifying areas for further development.

Through the Sparkyard Music Curriculum, teachers assess children's developing musical knowledge, understanding and practical skills. This information is used to provide meaningful feedback to pupils, parents and carers, and to support future teaching and learning.

Reporting to Parents and Carers

Parents and carers are informed of their child's progress and achievements in Music through the school's established reporting procedures.

Annual written reports provide a summary of children's musical development, including their participation, confidence, enjoyment and progress in key areas such as singing, listening, performing, composing and playing instruments.

Where appropriate, reports highlight individual strengths and identify areas for further development.

Parents and carers may also receive information about their child's musical experiences through parents' evenings, school newsletters, performances, assemblies and other school communications.

Reporting to Pupils

Children receive regular verbal feedback during music lessons to help them recognise their achievements and understand how to improve.

Teachers encourage pupils to reflect upon their own musical learning, evaluate performances and identify areas for development.

Feedback is positive, constructive and age-appropriate, supporting children's confidence, motivation and enjoyment of music.

Reporting to School Leaders and Governors

The Music Subject Leader reports to the Senior Leadership Team and governors, in accordance with the school's monitoring and evaluation procedures.

Reporting may include:

· Curriculum coverage and progression across year groups.

· Standards of teaching and learning in Music.

· Children's musical knowledge, skills and achievements.

· Pupil engagement, participation and enjoyment.

· Provision for children with SEND.

· Opportunities for musical enrichment and performance.

· Staff training and professional development needs.

· Progress towards priorities identified in the Music Development Plan.

This information helps school leaders evaluate the effectiveness of music provision and identify priorities for continued improvement.

Celebrating Musical Achievement

Musical achievements are recognised and celebrated throughout the school community.

Children are encouraged to share their musical learning through class performances, assemblies, concerts, school productions and Catholic celebrations.

These opportunities enable children to demonstrate their developing musical skills, build confidence and take pride in their achievements.

Record Keeping

Teachers use ongoing formative assessment, observations and practical musical activities to monitor children's progress.

Assessment information is recorded in accordance with the school's agreed procedures and may include teacher notes, recordings of performances, examples of compositions and evidence of children's musical understanding

Resources

At St. John Fisher Catholic Primary School, we recognise that high-quality resources are essential to delivering an engaging, inclusive and progressive music curriculum.

The school uses Sparkyard Music as its main teaching resource, providing teachers with access to structured planning, songs, listening activities and practical musical experiences.

Resources used to support music teaching include:

· Sparkyard: Lesson plans, songs, teaching guidance, audio recordings and musical activities.

· Musical instruments: Tuned and untuned percussion, including tambourines, drums, shakers, xylophones and glockenspiels.

· Digital resources: Interactive whiteboards, audio recordings, videos and music technology.

· Visual resources: Musical vocabulary displays, notation cards, rhythm patterns and instrument pictures.

· Catholic music: Hymn books, liturgical songs and music to support Masses, prayer and liturgy.

· SEND resources: Visual prompts, adapted instruments, simplified notation and accessible musical activities.

The Music Subject Leader is responsible for reviewing resources, identifying gaps and ensuring that equipment is accessible, safe and appropriate for all year groups.

Assessment 
Assessment is primarily formative and takes place during practical activity. Teachers listen, observe, question, check pupils’ use of vocabulary and provide immediate feedback. Assessment should be manageable and proportionate; written work is not required as evidence of every musical lesson.

Useful evidence may include brief notes against learning objectives, recordings of class or group work where permitted, examples of graphic or staff notation, and pupils’ explanations of how they have improved a performance or composition. Sparkyard assessment and progression materials may support judgements, alongside teachers’ professional knowledge.

At agreed points in the school year, teachers review whether pupils are developing the knowledge and skills expected within the school progression plan and identify next steps. Relevant information is shared during transition between classes. Parents are informed of musical participation and progress through the school’s normal reporting arrangements
Health and Safety

Sparkyard is the principal planning and teaching resource, supported by classroom instruments, playback equipment, selected recordings and appropriate digital tools. The Music Subject Leader reviews resource suitability, condition, storage and access with staff and leaders. Copyright and licensing conditions must be respected when reproducing music or sharing recordings.

Teachers assess practical risks, including instrument handling, cables, movement space, safe sound levels, hygiene of shared equipment and safe storage. Particular care is taken where pupils have sensory sensitivities or hearing-related needs. Visiting tutors and external providers must follow the school’s safeguarding and health and safety procedures.

Monitoring and Evaluation and the role of the Music subject co-ordinator

The Music Subject Leader, supported by the Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team, evaluates the quality and consistency of music provision. Monitoring may include planning scrutiny, lesson visits, staff discussion, pupil voice, review of performances, assessment conversations and audits of instruments and resources.

Monitoring considers whether the planned curriculum is taught, whether pupils remember and apply key musical knowledge, whether all groups participate, and whether teachers have the support and training needed. Findings inform a subject action plan with priorities, responsibilities, timescales and success criteria. Any monitoring schedule is agreed through school leadership processes.

· Responsibilities of the Music Subject Leader

· Maintain and review the long-term curriculum overview and progression expectations.

· Support colleagues in using Sparkyard effectively and adapting lessons.

· Identify professional development needs and share effective practice.

· Monitor curriculum coverage, pupil experience and standards over time.

· Audit resources and recommend priorities for improvement.

· Promote appropriate musical opportunities across school life and report to leaders and governors.

· Responsibilities of class teachers

Class teachers plan and deliver music in line with the school curriculum, make reasonable adaptations, maintain safe and inclusive routines, assess pupils’ learning and communicate resource or training needs to the subject leader.

Role of Governors and parents

Our governors determine, support, monitor and review the school policies in History.   

In particular they: 

• support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by helping to allocate resources effectively

 • ensure that the school buildings and premises promote successful teaching and learning

 • ensure that high-quality staff are appointed 

 • monitor how effective teaching and learning strategies are in terms of raising pupil attainment  

   through link visits to the school and in consultation with subject leaders 

 • ensure that staff development and performance management policies promote good quality 

   teaching and learning 

 • monitor the effectiveness of the school’s teaching and learning policies through the school self-

   review processes. These include reports from subject leaders and the termly Head Teacher’s report 

   to governors as well as a review of the in-service training sessions attended by our staff.    

17. Policy Review and Related Documents

This policy should be read alongside the school’s curriculum, assessment, SEND, safeguarding, equality, health and safety, data protection and collective worship policies, and the current Sparkyard long-term plan. It will be reviewed according to the school’s policy cycle or sooner if statutory guidance or school provision changes.
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