NURSERY CURRICULUM 2026/2027

TRINITY ST PETER’S CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

These mini topics
within the themes

Favourite Songs
Forest School

(Comparing our
weather to other
countries Arctic, the

Forest School

TERM Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
General Themes All About Me Celebrations Animals Stories of 3 Dinosaurs Summer
(3 Little Pigs / 3
Bears / 3 Billy Goats
Gruff
wow All about me/Elmer Birthdays Winter Spring walk - Compare different Summer
Moments / My family Halloween Different signs of spring. dinosaurs / or world to Beaches
Lines of enquiry / Houses and homes Guy Fawkes / Bonfire types of weather, Minibeasts dinosaur world Holidays / Seaside
Experiences / Autumn Night animals in winter Planting seeds / Forest School Forest School
Interests Harvest Nursery Rhyme Week Where in the vegetables
Bread Making Forest School world? Nature Scavenger
Hunt

Citizenship, Culture
& Wellbeing Events

National Poetry Day
Black History Month

Road Safety Week
TSP Celebration of
Kindness Week -
Children in Need
Nativity
Christmas
Diwali

Safer Internet Day
Chinese New Year
Shrove Tuesday
LENT
Valentine’s Day

International Women'’s
Day
Brain Awareness
Week
Comic Relief
Easter Egg Hunt
Easter

may
change or be North Pole and
replaced Jungle)
depending on child Local journeys to
interest or places visited with
fascination. animals
Animals and habitats
Forest School
Dot Day Guy Fawkes / Bonfire National Storytelling National Science Earth Day Father's Day
Whole-School Harvest Night Week Week RSE Week Sport’s Day
Hello Yellow Remembrance Day Dental Health Month Mother's Day End of year
World Book Day celebrations

Communication and
Language

On-going throughout the year through all activities:

(Daily Early listening activities (Pre-Phonics) story time, daily singing of Nursery Rhymes, Reading Area, Oracy, snack time):
- Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.

- Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, which can be difficult.

Full breakdown of 3




— 4 year old’s
objectives
Communication and
Language (pg 31 -
33) Literacy (pg 79-
80 ) can be found
here.

Literacy

- Use a wider range of vocabulary.

- Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as: “Get your coat and wait at the door”.
- Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”

- Sing a large repertoire of songs.

- Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story.

- Develop their communication but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’.

- Develop their pronunciation but may have problems saying:

* some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh

» multi-syllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ or ‘hippopotamus’.

-Use longer sentences of four to six words.

- Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions.
- Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns.

- Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I'll be the driver.”

-Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary and developing oracy skills through speaking, listening, questioning,
reasoning and sharing ideas with others.

Literacy — Reading
Daily Early Listening
Activities — Pre-
Phonics
Daily Story time
Reading Area

Full breakdown of 3
and 4 year old’s
objectives Literacy
(pg79-80) can be
found here.

On-going throughout the year through all activities:
(Daily Early listening activities (Pre-Phonics) story time, daily singing of Nursery Rhymes,Reading Area)

- Understand the five key concepts about print:

*print has meaning

* print can have different purposes

» we read English text from left to right and from topto bottom

« the names of the different parts of a book

* page sequencing

- Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can:

* spot and suggest rhymes

* count or clap syllables in a word

* recognise words with the same initial sound, such asmoney and mother

Literacy — Writing
Adult Input Sessions
Mark Making Area

Full breakdown of 3
and 4 year old’s
objectives Literacy
(pg79-80) can be
found here.

- Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page;
writing ‘m’ for mummy

- Write some or all of their name

- Write some letters accurately

Mathematics

Full breakdown of 3
and 4 year old’s
objectives

- Colours - Number 3 -subitise, 1:1 counting, triangles - Sequencing

- Matching - Number 4 — 1:1 counting, composition, - Positional language

- Sorting squares, rectangles & numerals - More than / fewer than

- Number 1 - Number 5 — 1:1 counting, composition, - Shape — 2D and revisit pattern
- Number 2 pentagons & numerals - Shape - 3D revisit pattern
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Mathematics(pg 88-

- Pattern

- Consolidate numbers 1 -5

- Consolidate more than / fewer / one more &

92) can be found - Number 6 — 1:1 counting, composition & one less
here. numerals - Number composition 1 — 5 revision
- Introducing ten frames -What comes after
- Height & length — tall / short, long / short, tall / | - What comes before
long - Numbers to 5
- Mass related to books Goldilocks & 3 Little
Pigs
- Capacity
On-going throughout the year through continuous provision activities:
- Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals
- Understand position through words alone — The dog is under the table
- Sequence of events First, then, after, before. Every day we ...... morning, afternoon
- Refer to forthcoming events in terms of number of days/sleeps
- Refer to days of theweek day before / day after tomorrow yesterday
RE - The Super Cool story | The Christmas Story Chinese New Year Easter Story The wise and foolish Special times of
of Jesus — Jesus Did Jesus Baptism builders celebrations
Full breakdown of and Jesus loved; to Noah’s Ark
3& 4 year olds show us how his Jonah and the Whale
objectives father loved
Understanding of the
World (pg 104-107) | The Creation Story
can be found here.
Religion: Religion: Religion: Religion: Religion: Religion:
Christianity Christianity, Hinduism Christianity Christianity Christianity, Christianity,
Key Question: - Diwali Key Question: Key Question: Key Question: Key Question:
What makes people Key question: How do people What is Easter? What can we learn What makes different
special? What is Christmas? celebrate? Experience: from stories? celebrations special
Key vocabulary: Experience: Experience: Easter Bonnet parade and why is it important
Special God, love, | -Christmas WOW Visiting church — / Hot cross Buns — to celebrate them?

father and unique

-To begin to make
sense of their own life
story and family
history

service at St Peter’s
Church

- Nursery Sing-a-long
performance

(singing and actions)

-Continue developing
positive attitudes
about differences
between people.

- Understand there are
different countries in
the world and talk
about the differences

baptismal font and
role play a baptism

-Continue developing
positive attitudes
about differences
between people.

- Understand there are
different countries in
the world and talk
about the differences

Easter WOW service
at St Peter’'s Church

- Continue developing
positive attitudes
about differences
between people.

- Continue developing
positive attitudes
about differences
between people.

Experience:

Recap special times
with your family, songs
and the special times
we have shared
throughout the year as
a class.

- Continue developing
positive attitudes
about differences
between people.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/development-matters--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/development-matters--2

they have experienced
or seen

they have experienced
or seen

Children will also visit St Peter's Church each month on a Wednesday for a worship on Wednesday (WOW).
The children in Nursery also begin to develop an understanding the school value of ‘Serve’ through the character of ‘Buddy’ - Buddy makes good

choices.

Personal, Social and
Emotional
Development

Full breakdown of
Personal, Social and
Emotional
Development
Nursery
objectives(Pg8-14)
can be found here.

On-going throughout the year through all activities:

- Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to

them.

- Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community.
- Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting.

- Show more confidence in new social situations.

- Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.
- Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For example, accepting that not everyone can be Spider-Man in the game, and suggesting other ideas.
- Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important.
- Remember rules without needing an adult to remind them.

- Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.
- Talk with others to solve conflicts.

-Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’.

- Understand gradually how others might be feeling.

Jigsaw

Personal, Social and
Emotional
Development

Jigsaw
Being Me in My
world
- Self-identity
- Understanding
feelings
- Being in a classroom
- Being gentle
- Rights and
responsibilities

Jigsaw
Celebrating
Differences
- Identifying talents
- Being special
- Families
- Where we live
- Making friends
- Standing up for
yourself

Jigsaw
Dreams and
Goals
- Challenges
-Perseverance
- Goal-setting
- Overcoming
obstacles
- Seeking help
- Jobs
- Achieving goals

Jigsaw
Healthy Me
- Exercising bodies
- Physical activity
- Healthy food
- Sleep
- Keeping clean
- Safety

Jigsaw
Relationships
- Family life
- Friendships
- Breaking friendships
- Falling out
- Dealing with bullying
- Being a good friend

Jigsaw
Changing me
- Bodies
- Respecting my body
- Growing up
- Growth and change
- Fun and fears
- Celebrations

Understanding the
World

Full breakdown
of 3 & 4 year olds
Understanding of the
World Nursery
objectives (pg 104-
107) can be found
here.

On-going throughout the year through continuous provision activities

- Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary.
- Explore how things work. (Wind-up toys, pulleys, cogs, pegs and boards, beebots, smartboard games)
- Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. (Water play,magnetics, materials they can bend / not bend)
- Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice. (Baking and Cooking activities)

(Outdoor Provision, Forest School, Water Play, Sand Play, Funky Fingers, Smartboard, Cooking):

All about Me
- Begin to make sense
of their own life-story

Halloween / Bonfire
Night / Birthdays /
Christmas

Animals / Habitats
- Know that there are
different countries in

Stories of 3
- Explore and talk
about different forces

Dinosaurs
-Talk about
differences between

Summer
- Use all their senses
in hands-on
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and family’s history.

- Continue developing
positive attitudes
about the differences
between people.

Autumn

-Use all their senses
in hands-on
exploration of natural
materials.

- Explore collections of
materials with similar
and/or different
properties.

- Begin to understand
the need to respect
and care

for the natural
environment and all
living things.

Harvest

-Know that there are
different countries in
the world and talk
about the differences
they have experienced
or seen in photos.

- Show interest in
different occupations
(Pumpkin Farmer)

- Talk about the
differences between
materials and changes
they notice. (Light &
Dark)

- Begin to make sense
of their own life-story
and family’s history.
(Memories & family
traditions)

TSP Celebration of
Kindness Week -
Children in Need

- Continue developing
positive attitudes
about the differences
between people.

Diwali

-Know that there are
different countries in
the world and talk
about the differences
they have experienced
or seen in photos.

the world and talk
about the differences
they have experienced
or seen in photos.

Winter

- Use all their senses
in hands-on
exploration of natural
materials.

- Explore collections of
materials with similar
and/or different
properties.

- Talk about the
differences between
materials and changes
they notice. (Freezing
/ Melting)

they can feel. (3 Little
Pigs — wind)

Spring / Stories of 3
-Use all their senses
in hands-on
exploration of natural
materials.

- Explore collections of
materials with similar
and/or different
properties.

- Plant seeds and care
for growing plants.

- Understand the key
features of the life
cycle of a

plant and an animal
(Ugly Duckling).

- Begin to understand
the need to respect
and care for the
natural environment
and all living things.

materials and changes
they notice (Fossils,
Shadows compare
sizes of dinosaurs)

RSE Week

- Continue developing
positive attitudes
about the differences
between people.

exploration of natural
materials.

- Explore collections of
materials with similar
and/or different
properties.

- Care for / harvest
growing plants.

- Understand the key
features of the life
cycle of a plant and an
animal.

- Begin to understand
the need to respect
and care for the
natural environment
and all living things.

- Talk about the
differences between
materials and changes
they notice. (Floating,
Sinking — making
boats& Melting)

End of Year
Celebration

- Begin to make sense
of their own life-story
and family’s history.

Expressive Arts and
Design

Full breakdown of 3
& 4 year olds
Expressive Arts and
DesignNursery
objectives
(pg. 119 -122) can
be found here.

On-going throughout the year through activities

(Small World, Role Play — Home Corner & Themed Role Play, Construction Arealinked to themes,WOW Moments, Lines of enquiry,
Experiences and Interests):
- Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar.
- Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses, etc.

- Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.

- Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.

On-going throughout the year through all activities
(Creative Table, Painting Area, Outdoor Provision, Mark Making):

- Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.
- Join different materials and explore different textures.
- Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to represent objects.
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- Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details.
- Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises.
- Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear, etc.
- Explore colour and colour mixing.
- Show different emotions in their drawings — happiness, sadness, fear, etc.
On-going throughout the year through activities and continuous provision:
-Listen with increased attention to sounds.
- Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.
- Remember and sing entire songs.
- Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’).
- Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs.
- Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know.
- Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas.
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