
Meet the Teacher

Welcome to Willow Class
2025/26



Staffing
Mrs Heath

Mrs Darlington
Mrs Molyneux
Mrs Harper
Mrs Coxon
Mr Blears



EYFS Curriculum 
Information

We follow the Statutory Framework for the Early Years.
Our learning is based around the seven areas of focus.
▪  Personal, social and emotional development 
▪  Communication and language 
▪ Physical development 
▪  Literacy 
▪  Maths 
▪  Understanding the world
▪  Expressive arts and design

If you wish to read more about the Early Years Curriculum – here are two 
documents that underpin our daily practices. Here you will also find the 
end of Reception Early Learning Goals. These will help us to capture your 
child’s individual progress and their readiness for Year One.

EYFS statutory framework 
for group and school-
based providers

Development Matters -
Non-statutory 
curriculum guidance 
for the early years 
foundation stage

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b582a1cc8356c3c882a94b/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b582a1cc8356c3c882a94b/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b582a1cc8356c3c882a94b/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b582a1cc8356c3c882a94b/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf


EYFS IS MESSY!

It fosters curiosity, Imagination and 
exploration. 

It encourages communication and 
language

 It practices good concentration and 
nurtures future Skills. 

It promotes physical development. 

Where possible, we ask if children could 
bring in a puddle suit and wellies that 
can be left in school. This allows the 
children to fully immerse themselves in 
the outdoor provision in all weathers.



Our Environment

We offer free flow indoor and outdoor provision.

Toilets built into the classroom.

We access the main school playground at lunch time everyday.

We also use the hall as an additional learning space, along with our Forest 
School area.



Please come dressed in suitable weather gear: sun cream and 
hats if it’s hot, waterproofs, wellies and warm clothes in the 
colder weather.
Be prepared for mud! 

Our school calendar is kept up to date with all key events. 
Our first Forest School session will take place on Tuesday 16th 
September and will run fortnightly.

Forest School



Autumn 1

• Settling into the school day and routine
• Phase two sounds in RSP
• RBA 
• The Something – create an adventure 

narrative
• Sort, matching and comparing, patterns and 

measure
• Friendships and Animals
• Kandinsky 
• Ready, Safe, Kind and Respectful 



Reception Baseline

The reception baseline assessment (RBA) will happen within the first 6 
weeks of your child starting reception. The purpose of the assessment is 
to provide the starting point for us to measure progress. 
The RBA is a short, interactive and practical assessment of your child’s 
early literacy, communication, language and mathematics skills when 
they begin school, using materials that most children of your child’s age 
will be familiar with. 
Your child cannot ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ the assessment. Its main purpose is to 
create a starting point to measure the progress schools make with their 
pupils.

Information for parents: reception baseline assessment

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/682e31e3e9440506ee953953/2025_Information_for_parents_reception_baseline_assessment.pdf


-  a minimum of 4 reads logged per week
- Numbots
- Letter formation/ phonics worksheet
- Homework grid

CPG books are available to order through 
school at a discounted rate.

We see homework as an opportunity 
for your child to further embed their 
learning and apply their learning to 
contexts outside of school. We really 
appreciate your support with this.

Our homework policy has the 
following expectations…
 

Homework



In Phonics, we will learning the letter sounds for each letter of the 
alphabet. We will then later begin to learn more complex and rarer 
sounds as the year progresses. Phonics is a vital part of Reception and 
Year 1 learning, as it helps children to build strong foundations in reading 
and writing. By developing their ability to recognise sounds and link 
them to letters, children become more confident readers nd can begin to 
spell with greater accuracy. This will support them not only in English 
but across all areas of the curriculum. 

Every Friday your child will bring home a decodable reader which is a 
book that corresponds to the sounds that they have already learnt. They 
will also bring home a book to share and a library book. Reading to your 
child will expose them to a wider range of vocabulary, help to develop 
their comprehension skills and also show them to how you alter your 
voice and tone to engage them.

Reading



Free School Meals

37296573

37296573

https://www.smallwood.cheshire.sch.uk/serve_file/37296573
https://www.smallwood.cheshire.sch.uk/serve_file/37296573


Medication 

Medication MUST go through the main office. You will need to 
complete a medication form. This form and the medication will be 
kept in the classroom and administered by the team who over see 
medication.



Key Dates
- Friday 5th September – Welcome Service (9am in Church)

- Thursday 11th September – PTFA Welcome meeting and AGM – 3.30pm 
in School

- Thursday 18TH September – Welcome Disco – Willow, Ash and Elm

- Friday 26th September – MacMillan Coffee Morning

- Harvest Service – Sunday 28th September (this is a lovely event but will 
have a slightly different look this year – more details to follow!)



Key Information…

Smallwood Academy:

ClassDojo for Teachers

Key information such as term dates, 
and events can be found on the 
school website on the Willow Class 
page. This information along with 
class updates and the the 
fortnightly class update can be 
found on Class Dojo. 

Please use Dojo as a method of 
contact or my email – 
lheath@smallwood.cheshire.sch.uk.
 For any notifications of absence 
and appointments, please inform the 
school office.

https://www.smallwood.cheshire.sch.uk/
https://teach.classdojo.com/#/classes/684f1f01296249ccb52e1957/story


Any Questions?
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