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General Information

• Medication – If your child requires any medication, please complete a form at the office.

• Jewellery –Children are allowed to wear earrings, but these must be removed for PE days.  
Other jewellery is not permitted in school for health and safety.  

• Children are given a piece of fruit or vegetable each day, they can bring their own

• Water bottles should only have water in them

• Uniform – Please ensure all uniform is named, including coats, shoes if possible and bags.

• Before and after school – children must not play on the school equipment before or after 
school for health and safety.

• If you need to speak to a teacher at the end of the day could you please wait at the end of 
the line, so that we can ensure children are handed back to parents quickly.



Daily Phonics Lessons



•Phonics is recommended as the first strategy 
that we use to teach children how to read 
and spell. 

•We follow the Letters and Sounds Scheme 
produced by the government and cued 
articulation as it shows the children where the 
sound comes from. 



The terminology we use when teaching phonics is:-

• Phoneme: this is the smallest unit of sound. There are 
approximately 44 phonemes in our alphabet.

• Grapheme: this is the written form of recording the 
phoneme, e.g. p or ai

• Blending: means you look at the grapheme, say the 
phoneme and try to blend the phonemes to read a 
word.

• Segment: means you say the word then child splits it 
into phonemes. Thus enabling the child spell the word.  



• There is a set order in which to teach the phonemes. This 
enables the children to start building words as soon as 
possible. 

• The phonemes must be said clearly 
and purely or children will struggle 
to blend the words. E.g.. ‘s’, ‘m’, ‘p’, 
‘n’ 



Cued Articulation

• It is a set of hand cues for teaching the individual sounds in a word. The hand 
movements are logical – each hand movement represents one sound and the 
cue shows how and where the sound is produced. (Not a,e,i,o,u)



Letter formation

There are 4 lessons a week focussing on letter formation.

The children warm up their muscles by doing a dance 

Some children will then practise their letter formation on large pieces of paper 
while the rest of the class will form the letters in their book at the table.

Please help children form letters correctly at home.



Early Reading
How to support your child at home



Enjoyment of reading is fundamental to success in school.

• Reading is all about acquiring 
meaning; for enjoyment, 
information and 
understanding.

• It is not a performance.

• It is not a test.



Home Readers

• The children will first get a phonic based reading book after 

half term if they know all the phase 2 phonemes.

• This is to ensure that the children feel successful when 

reading. (demonstrate book)

• We will run parent workshops at a later date to cover this in 

more detail.



Marlcliffe’s Library

• The children have the opportunity to borrow books from 

school. These books are for you to read/share with your 

child. 

• Please enjoy sharing the books with your child and return 

them every Wednesday so they can be changed.



Enjoy Reading at Home

• Make reading visible; have books available in your home

• Share books every day

• Boys need to see that reading is something men do 

• Talk about books

• Sit and listen – be present

• Respect choices



Maths Mastery in the 

EYFS



What is Maths Mastery?

 Carefully sequenced, structured approach to introduce and reinforce mathematical vocabulary 

 Children are encouraged to use full sentences

 Maths is not just memorising key facts and procedures (leads to superficial understanding which 

is easily forgotten) 

 Long term goal achieved through exploration, clarification, practice and application over time 

 Children have a deeper understanding and can independently select which mathematical 

approach is most effective 



How is Maths Mastery taught?

 The first stage in every new concept is ‘concrete’- manipulate objects 

themselves to help them understand what they are doing



How is Maths Mastery taught?

 The second stage is ‘Pictorial’- build on the concrete approach by using 

pictorial representations (these can then be used to reason and problem 

solve)

The children will not be able to move to the pictorial

stage until they have grasped the concrete stage.



How is Maths Mastery taught?

 The last stage is ‘Abstract’- With the foundations firmly laid, children should be able to move to 

an abstract approach using numerals and key concepts with confidence

The children will not be able to move to the 

abstract stage until they have grasped the 

pictorial stage.



Main aims of Maths Mastery

 Problem solving- Pupils are encouraged to identify, understand and apply relevant 

mathematical principles and make connections between different ideas. This builds the skills 

needed to tackle new problems, rather than simply repeating routines without a secure 

understanding.

 Reasoning-They should be able to say not just what the answer is, but how they know it’s 

right. 

 Fluency- Children should be able to recall and apply mathematical knowledge both rapidly 

and accurately. However, it is important to stress that fluency often gets confused for just 

memorisation – it is far more than this. As well as fluency of facts and procedures, children 

should be able to move confidently between contexts and representations, recognise 

relationships and make connections in mathematics.



Homework

Each child will have a homework book with a 

maths and phonics challenge linked to that weeks 

learning. 

Your child will receive a reading book after the 

October half term (once they know the majority of 

phase 2 phonemes) which is linked to the phonics 

they have been taught.

Homework will be given out every Friday.

It must be returned/added to Tapestry by 

Wednesday to be marked and new homework 

stuck in.



Phonics homework

Autumn 1 
Children will be sent a sheet with the weekly letters we have taught please 
practise saying the name and phoneme of letters with your child. The 
children will then need to segment and blend words.

Finally they have sight words to learn. 



Math Challenge

• The children will be given a math challenge based on what that they 
have been learning in their math sessions that week.

• These challenges are practical tasks that should be fun. You can record 
your child’s learning in a variety of ways. 

• Photographs, drawings or a comment. If you upload your child’s 
homework onto Tapestry please write a note to inform the teacher.



How can you help?
• Homework- links to the learning that week. 
• Keep it fun using concrete objects (objects they can move)
• Let them make mistakes and problem solve (talk to them 

about what went wrong)
• Encourage children to speak in full sentences (not just the 

answer, e.g. “three plus two altogether makes five”)
• “Don’t tell me show me”- sometimes children will say “I 

just know” when you ask them how they got to an answer
• Don’t worry about abstract (writing the answer) encourage 

mark making such as dots, lines etc don’t worry about the 
numeral this early in the year

• Find links in their own experiences of mathematics (can 
you set the table? How many forks will we need?)

• Be positive (let’s work this out together)



Topic Homework

• This will be given each half term in the form 
of a homework menu

• This needs returning the first couple of weeks 
of term



Tapestry



• Class dojos – Children are given dojo points to reward good 
behaviour for example - participating in lessons, teamwork, 
showing resilience. 

• Home time – Thank you for your patience at home times. It 
would help school if you can encourage your child put their 
coats on and fasten them up independently.  



Any Questions?

• enquiries@marlcliffe.sheffield.sch.uk


