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	Term and topics 
	AUTUMN 1 

Colours 

Investigation: Myself and the world around me

Domestic Role Play: All About Me - Snack time

 
	AUTUMN 2 

Celebrations 

Investigation: Exposure to different religions in the UK and their celebrations

Domestic Role Play: All about me - Bed Time
 
	SPRING 1 

Transport   

 Investigation: Can we get to school by…?

Domestic Role Play: Looking  after family - Cleaning and washing

	SPRING 2 

Growing 

 Investigation: How do things grow?

Domestic Role Play:
Looking After Family - Shopping
	SUMMER 1 

Animals 

Investigation: Animals and their habitats.

Domestic Role Play: Growing/Journeys - New Kittens
 
	SUMMER 2 

Change

Investigation:  
How have things changed?

Domestic Role Play: Growing/Journeys - Picnic Time
 

	Linked Topic  Texts for end of day story times 
	My Five Senses  
The Family Book  
We Are Family
Elmer
Just Breathe Bear
Every Bunny Poops
No Worries for the Whale
Go to Bed, Goat
Little Turtle Tries
Going to Nursery,
Goodbye Summer hello Autumn, 
	Room on my broom 
Night Monkey, Day 
Monkey   
Dear Santa
Stickman 
Kipper’s Christmas Eve
Santa comes to Manchester. 
Scarecrow's wedding. 
	Big Digger ABC
The Bus is for us
Naughty bus
All Aboard the London bus. 
Boats and ships.
Flashing fire engines 
	People who help us:Farmer
Bugs to spot
 Beastly Bugs
Watch it Grow
How does my garden grow?
Let’s look at Nature.
Creepy crawly caterpillar.
Norman the slug with the silly shell. 
Veggies with wedgies. 
	That’s not my…
Walking through the Jungle
Keeping up with Cheetah
Old Mcdonalds Farm
The tiger who came to tea. 
Rainbow fish. 
Snail and the whale.
Tiddler. 
	People Who Help us - Firefighter, Police Officer, Postman
Mog and the Vet
  Visiting the Dentist
Here to help paramedic
The Doctor
Schools
Busy people: Librarian, Firefighter, vet.
Clive is a Nurse.
The Jolly Postman
Superhero mum

	Communication and Language 
Note: All chd are Wellcomm screened on entry and those who need it will have targeted intervention. Specific vocabulary linked to the chd’s identified gaps and the topic will be outlined in daily plans. Through the use of interactions, modelling, commentary, stem sentences and a language rich environment children will be guided to build on their CLL skills. 

	

Foundational skills in 
Listening, Attention and Understanding
And 
Speaking 




	I can listen to stories, rhymes and songs shared every day 
I can listen to my name and shift from one task to another (introduce 1, 2,3 eyes on me) 
I can name and identify objects. 
I can make comments about what 
I am doing e.g. 
I like to….. I like this, I am… I can talk about my family



	I can use simple sentences to describe what is happening e.g. it is raining! 
I am beginning to use questions ‘what?, where? and who?’ 
Through the modelling of adults I am learning to say a simple sentence e.g. instead of ‘digging’, ‘I am digging’.  
I can use simple language of feelings e.g. I don’t like, 
I like, I am happy, sad etc..


	I can listen attentively to traditional tales and use new vocabulary. 
I can learn to take turns and listen to what each person says. 
I can express my ideas in sentences 
I can begin to use talk to resolve disagreements with teacher support 
I can talk about my work
	I can listen to a song or poem and put in some actions. 
I can understand and respond to an instruction that starts with ‘how?’ 
I can make simple predictions about endings to stories, about characters etc. 
I know how to answer ‘what do you think?’ 
I can incorporate a storyline into my play.
	I can understand and respond to a question that starts with who? Eg. Who looks after us in hospital? 
I can think about stories and how they relate to my own experiences e.g. do they know anyone who has had a baby? 
I can talk about new things.
	I can confidently talk about what I am doing or what I have done. 
I can enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. I know and can use new vocabulary. 
 I can understand a question or instruction that has two parts 
I can ask and answer questions. 




	Oracy skills progression.
	· Physical oracy: Children learn to speak audibly so they can be heard and understood, and to use gestures to support meaning in play.
· Linguistic oracy: Children use talk in play to practice new vocabulary, join phrases with words such as ‘if’, ‘because’, ‘so’, ‘could’, ‘but’, and use conjunctions to organise and sequence ideas.
· Cognitive oracy: Through the introduction of our Talk tactics toolkit; magnet eyes, knees to knees, listening ears, turn taking with cube. Children take turns to speak, use body language to show listening, experiment with adjusting tone, volume, and pace, and try to use vocabulary specific to the topic. 
· Social & Emotional oracy: Children listen to others, take turns to speak, use body language to show listening, and use talk in play to practise new vocabulary.
These skills are developed through structured activities such as retelling familiar stories, role play, and simple presentations, ensuring that children make clear and measurable progress in speaking and listening.


	Literacy

	Literacy Focus Texts  







Foundational 
Writing 
skills 










Foundational 
Reading 
skills 

	Happy to be me, 
Mixed, 
Wow said the owl!
Brown Bear,
Elmer,
Dog’s Colourful Day
Pete the cat. 

	Kipper’s birthday,
Cake 
Meg & Mog,
The birthday invitation,
The jolly Christmas postman.  

	The Journey Home From Grandpas,
We All Go Travelling By,
The Magic Train Ride.
Things That Go 

	The very hungry caterpillar, Christopher’s caterpillars,
Baby goes to market,
Jaspers bean stalk,
Oliver’s vegetables.  
 
	Who’s in the egg? 
My first animals
Chicken Licken
Don’t wake up the Bear
Dear Zoo
	As we grow
When we grow up
Fireman Piggy Wiggy


	
	I can experiment mark making with different pencils, pens, crayons, brushes, chalks etc

I can begin to draw pictures and explain my marks.

	I can make controlled marks eg. Using circles and lines.

I can begin to develop a dominant hand

I can attempt to write the first letter of my name
	I can begin to imitate writing in play

I can write the first letter of my name

	I can give meaning to the things I ‘write’ eg. “this is a shopping list!”

I am beginning to use a tripod grip when holding pens and pencils (Crocodile snap)

I can write some letters from my name
	I can attempt to write familiar letters

I am using my dominant hand

I can sit in an appropriate writing position.
	I can write my name (or at least some of my name)
I can write some key letters/initial sounds for things e.g s, a, t, p, i, n

I can copy a word

I use a tripod grip when writing

	
	I can begin to recognise my name.
I can hold a book and show some interest in the pictures, words and the story.
I can begin to join in with nursery rhymes, and books I can talk about pictures in books.
	I can choose a book that I want to share/ listen to
I can begin to learn new vocabulary from stories
I can share books with others and point to things. I can handle books carefully and turn pages 1 at a time
I can begin to develop phonological awareness.
I can begin to count or clap syllables
I know that print/text has meaning

	I can recognise familiar logos and labels in the environment
I can answer questions about a story I have listened to
I can build an understanding that text is read from left to right
I know a range of Nursery Rhymes
I can begin to re-tell/ play a story that I know
	I can use learnt vocabulary from stories
I can join in with repeated refrains in stories and rhymes
I can act out some stories using props and small world toys using vocabulary learnt from focus texts.
I can blend to sounds I hear to recognise the word.
	I can begin to engage in extended conversations about stories.
I can talk about how a story could be changed (innovation).
I can begin to recognise and say some taught sounds
I know the different parts of a book (front cover, back cover, pages, author, illustrator)

I am beginning to orally segment, with support
	I can remember key facts about the books I’ve read
I can confidently talk about and retell familiar stories
I can confidently recognise and say taught sounds
I am increasingly able to orally segment and blend
I can spot rhymes
I can begin to count or clap syllables
I know that print/text has meaning Key vocab Reading – book, page, illustrations, title, character Key vocab
I can independently recognise and read my name

	 
Foundations for Phonics - Little Wandle 
	
	Pre Phonics –  Children experience a wealth of listening activities, including songs, stories and rhyme 
Planned opportunities for children to listen carefully and talk extensively about what they hear, see and do. Activities and sessions are adapted according to the developing abilities and interests of the children in the setting. 
	

	
	
	Phase-1 Environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, Rhythm and rhyme, body percussion.
	Beginning of Little wandles program phase 1.
s,a,t,p,i,n mnemonics only.

Start guided reading: Guided reading text: Every Bunny Poops/Just Breathe Bear
	Phase 1: m, d, g, o, c k, e, u. mnemonics only.

Guided reading text: Kindness makes us Strong



	Phase 1: r, h, b, f, l, j. mnemonics only.
Guided reading text: Monsters clothes.
	Phase 1: j, v, w, y, z, qu, ch
mnemonics only.

Guided reading text: Where’s Lenny?
	Phase 1: ck, x, sh, th, ng, nk. mnemonics only
Guided reading text: Would you rather?/Lulu loves the Library
	

	Maths

	

Foundational 
Number skills and 
SSM 
	Learns and groups colours and notices colour patterns around the environment; themselves, their peers, displays and the rainbow challenge. 

Uses inset puzzles to begin to manipulate and turn shapes and begin to talk about their properties e.g. round, pointy, curved.  

Begins to recognise numbers 1-3.

Begins to compare quantities e.g. group, lots, more, same or less.  

Begins to understand the language of time within the daily routine linked to the  timetable. 

Books used to talk about familiar routes: we’re going on a bear hunt, pete the cat, Rosie’s walk. 
	Demonstrates recognition of numbers to 3 e.g. I have 3 apples on my plate.
 
Begins to recite numbers to 5 in order - singing number rhymes and getting involved with props and actions.

Talks about patterns around them - link to celebrations and think about shape round, spotty , pointy, spiky.

Begin to compare objects by size- e.g. presents.

Uses natural found objects (leaves, sticks etc) to explore ABAB patterns 

Begins to talk about a familiar route- consider how they get around the classroom and playground.
 
	Uses some number names in play with some accuracy and begins to represent numbers in different ways e.g. their fingers and marks. 

Recites numbers in order to 5. 
uses objects to count with 1-1 up to 3. 

Continue to develop knowledge of ABAB cars, trains, planes.
Begins to talk about the shape of everyday objects such as round and tall. 

Begins to familiarise with common 2d shapes - square/triangle - link to real images of vehicles and what shapes they are made of  and explore what other shapes can be made. 

Books used to talk about familiar routes: we’re going on a bear hunt, pete the cat, Rosie’s walk, the jolly christmas postman, kipper’s birthday/the birthday invitation, we all go travelling by, Journey home from Grandpa’s and the magic train ride. 












 


	Fast recognition of up to 3 -subitising. 

Confidently recites numbers in order up to 5. 

Begins to solve problems separating  a group of up to 5 objects in different ways, understanding that the total is still the same e.g. link to veg patch or garden implement language of fewer or more . 
Link text to problem solving - Baby goes to market.

 
Make comparisons between objects using appropriate vocabulary - chd know that a beanstalk will be tall or short, a worm will be long or short.
Heavy/light, tall short, long short.  
	Begins to subitise to 3.
Counts with 1-1 to 5 ~(finger numbers, objects) and matches numeral to quantity to 5 e,g can you put 5 animals in the zoo

When counting begins to know the cardinal number.

Recites numbers past 5. 

Shows an interest in number problems – shares a picnic with numbers up to 5. 

5 uses comparative language more/fewer. I have fewer animals than you.

Talks about some 2d and 3d shapes with confidence and selects shapes purposefully thinking about their properties. 
	Recites numbers past 5 and matches numerals to quantities.

Knows the cardinal number of objects up to 5. 

Experiments with own symbols and marks as well and numerals 

Extends and creates ABAB patterns and notices errors. 

Makes comparisons between objects relating to size, weight, capacity and length. 

Understand position through words link to people who help us e.g. the fireman is up the ladder/on the roof. 

Books used for position through words: Piggy wiggy fireman. 

 

	Physical Development 
Note – In additional to PE children have daily access to Gross and Fine motor activities both indoors and outdoors such as ‘Dance and Beats’ ‘Obstacle courses’ ‘Ball games’ ‘Dough disco’ and ‘write dance’. 

	
Get Set 4 PE 
	Fundamentals 1
	Fundamentals 2 
	Dance: Unit 1/Games Unit 1
	Ball Skills : Unit 1
	Gymnastics Unit 1/Games unit 2
	Introduction to PE Unit 2

	PSED 
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Coram scarf  Units (PSED)
	Me and my relationships 

Marvellous me!
I’m special
People who are special to me



	Valuing difference 

Me and my friends 
Friends and family
Including everyone
	Keeping myself safe

People who help me and keep me safe. 
Safety Indoors and Outdoors.
What’s safe to go into my body. 
	Rights and responsibilities 

Looking after myself. 
Looking after others. 
Looking after my environment. 
	Being my best

What does my body need. 
I can keep trying. 
I can do it. 
	Growing and changing

Growing and changing in nature. 
When I was a baby
Girls, boys and families. 

	

Foundation skills in 
PSED 
	I can separate from my main carer and learn to adapt to the new school environment. 
I can talk about and begin to understand different feelings such as ‘happy’, ‘sad’ ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. 
I know the behavioural expectations at school.
 I can show an awareness of right and wrong.
	I can form a special friendship
I can be a kind friend
I can show increasing confidence when talking to adults and peers in class
I know that I can approach adults for help
	I am aware of the classroom setting and know how to confidently and safely access different areas. 
I know some behaviour is unacceptable/unsafe
I can name ways I can keep myself safe e.g when I cross the road I hold my grown ups hand. 
	I know how to share resources and play in a group. 
I can take turns whilst playing, waiting patiently to have a turn. 
I can share resources
	I can brush my teeth I am beginning to understand what staying healthy means 
I am beginning to understand how to look after myself
 I can independently put on my coat and use the toilet
	I am aware of how I have grown and can name some things that have helped me e.g. eating, exercise, sleep.
 I can show increased independence when accessing and exploring the environment. 
I can express my own preferences and interests. I can remain focused on an activity and concentrate for some time.

	Understanding the World 

	
Foundational skills in 

Natural World 
 
	I can explore the natural world around me
	I can talk about the weather
I can observe and comment on how things change when cooking
	I can observe and explore ice. 

I can describe what I see, hear and feel (frost, ice etc)

I can say if something floats or sinks. 
	With support, I can show care and concern for living things I can plant different seeds/bulbs
I can observe life cycle processes (including death and decay)
I can explore different natural materials
	I can comment on animals (farm visit/chicks)
I can name a variety of animals
I can observe life cycle processes
I know about some life cycles with a focus on Caterpillars/chicks 
	I can name some human body parts

	

People and 
Communities  

	I know where I go to school I can explore my immediate environment (playground)

Harvest
	I can learn about different celebrations such as Christmas, Harvest and Diwali I can talk about some of the different ways people celebrate. 
Hanukah
Bonfire night 
Remembrance day 
Christmas 
Diwali
	I can explore the natural world around me at school and locally – library trip. 

I can talk about different surfaces – linked to moving transport. 

Chinese New Year
Shrove Tuesday
Valentines 
	I can explore the natural world around me at school and locally.
I am beginning to understand where food comes from. 
 
Ramadan
Easter 
Holi 
Mothers day 
	I can talk about what I can see at the farm (Fishers mobile farm) 

I can talk about my own celebrations 


Eid AL-Fitr 
	I can name people who help me along the way – family, doctors, friends, people form the church/temple/mosque.  



Eid-Al-Adha
Manchester Day 

	
Past and 
Present  
	I can talk about my family

I can begin to use pictures to help me understand the past (pictures of when they were a baby)
	I can begin to talk about how seasons change
	I can discuss images (of transport) knowing the difference between old and new 
	I can begin to talk about how I have changed and grown (past and present)


	I can begin to understand that animals change from a baby to an adult
	I can use pictures to develop my understanding of the past I can discuss changes observed in regard to the weather – link to past and now

	Trips and experiences   
	Environmental walks
Autumn walks
‘Wear your favourite colour’ 
	 Nativity 
Carol concert  
Birthday party
Food tasting
	Car investigation
Imagination train/bus journey


	Caterpillars

Planting and growing a seed

 
	aquarium/Zoo/farm trip
 Den building
Chicks
	Talks from firefighter/police officer etc


	Expressive Arts & Design 

	 

Creating with Materials
and
Being Imaginative

	AUTUMN 1 
	AUTUMN 2 
	SPRING 1 
	SPRING 2 
	SUMMER 1 
	SUMMER 2 

	
	I can learn how to hold a pencil correctly 
I can draw/paint pictures of myself (use mirror/photo) 
I can explore sounds 
I can explore with paint and colour, colour mixing. 
I can use glue to stick things to my pictures 
I know and am able to join in with simple songs. 
I can play alongside others who are engaged in the same theme
	I can print autumn leaves 
I can create bonfire pictures 
I can make a Christmas card I can respond to sound with body movement. 
I can begin to show awareness of sound being loud or soft. 
I can engage in imaginative role-play based on my own firsthand experiences 
I can join construction pieces together 
I can begin to build stories using props
	I can begin to draw shapes (shape hunt), patterns. 
I can develop my own ideas 
I can begin to develop stories using smallworld I can remember and sing entire nursery rhymes 
I can explore different materials freely, in order to develop my ideas about how to use them and what to make. 
I experiment with joining materials together. 
	I can create closed shapes with continuous lines 
I can perform songs with actions 
I can use simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately 
I can use available resources to create props to support roleplay 
I can draw from imagination and observation
	I can make an Eid card 

Pattern and symmetry
I can make a symmetrical print of a butterfly 
I can create props and resources that will feed my imagination 
I can experiment with different ways of playing instruments. 
I can understand that different instruments make different sounds. I know an initial repertoire of simple songs
Colour and paint 
I can make choices about colours and textures. 

	I can use different media when creating art 
I can represent my own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play 
I can re-enact parts of a story and imagine myself as a character 
I can add details to my drawings – self portraits, emotions. 

	Artist Focus & Skill
	Jackson Pollock - Colour mixing
	James Rosenquist, Fireworks for President Clinton (1996) 
Digital art. 
	Henri Matisse - collage
	Andy Warhol - flowers sketching
	Steven Brown - Oil pastel sketching (McCoo)
	Guiseppe Archimbolo -
Vegetable face collage

	
	Malleable 
 
	Rolling, spreading, patting and shaping 	Handling, feeling, enjoying and 	Constructing figures and models   using  	manipulating materials, building & destroying, 
	hands and simple tools  	Shape and model.   
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