Governor Reflection - Bentley and Copdock Years 3 / 4 London Visit - March 2026
Gemma Mark and I were invited as governors, to join the pupils for this London visit. It is a great opportunity for us to spend time with the pupils outside of their school environment.
The trip was meticulously planned. Miss Cross had travelled to London, in her own time, on a weekend to walk the route, taking photos, which were shared with the adults in their Risk Assessments. Each adult was allocated a small group of children. 
It was a very early start and we had a friendly coach driver, who played videos from children’s tv, much to the pupils’ delight.
The driver set us down in Jubilee Gardens, from where we had a very short walk to the London Eye for our first activity, the Thames sight-seeing boat trip. This was both exciting and challenging as for some children, this was their first time on a boat. We sat downstairs at the front of the boat and travelled past the Houses of Parliament, then turned and went as far as the HMS Belfast and then back again, with the crew highlighting points of interest long the route.
On our return we walked the short distance back to the gardens, where we ate our packed lunches. We then walked back to the London Eye for our second activity. The children were divided into two groups and each had its own pod. This was another challenge overcome for those concerned about heights. Adults distributed sheets with the landmarks to look for at each point of the compass and the children eagerly went about the task.
On return to earth, we made our way back to the park, observing some street performers as we passed, to finish any lunch items and, for a quick runaround before we boarded the coach at the same drop-off point, for the journey home. 
The children had a wonderful time it was lovely to see how happy they were and so very well-behaved. Such trips are so important in the children’s development, building confidence and responsibility. Many thanks to the staff and especially Miss Cross for organising and delivering a great day, including the weather. 
  
 
