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CHARGING POLICY
Introduction
Education during school hours is free. We do not charge for general activities undertaken as part of the National Curriculum.
(In this policy ‘parents’ refers to those who have responsibility for the care of individual children at St. Michael’s school.)

Voluntary contributions

School visits and visitors:

Teaching staff draw up an annual plan of visits and visitors and discuss with the Headteacher whether these are to be funded from curriculum or class budgets or whether a voluntary contribution will be requested from parents.

If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, we allow the child to participate fully in the trip or activity. However, if we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may have to cancel a trip. If a trip goes ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution. We do not treat these children differently from any others. 
Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support the visit. The school provides information to parents about how visits are funded on request but does not provide information about individual parental contributions.

The following is a list of additional activities organized by the school, for which voluntary contributions from parents may be requested. This list is not exhaustive:

· visits to museums, etc
· sporting activities which require transport expenses
· outdoor adventure activities
· musical events

· visits to the theatre
· residential visits
· food for celebrations 

· speakers, visitors to school

Visits which the school makes to support community involvement, cohesion and

contribution are usually funded by the school when costs are incurred, particularly for transport. This list of community visits is not exhaustive but may include:
· participation in music festivals

· involvement in worship 

· participation in concerts, events, etc

· involvement in charity fund-raising efforts

· involvement in sporting competitions, events
Residential visits

The school organises a residential visit in school time for Year 6 pupils in the latter half of the Summer Term. This visit provides opportunities for pupils to take part in a range of outdoor adventure and other activities and prepares them for the challenges of transition to secondary school by developing independence and co-operation skills.  
Costs of travel, food, lodging and organised activities are borne by parents but are carefully managed to ensure that best value and the highest possible safety standards are maintained. Parents are encouraged to stage payment over several months. The school is able to support families who have genuine difficulty in paying the cost of this residential visit for their child or children. No child is excluded because they cannot afford to pay.
Music tuition

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this.

There is a charge for individual or group music tuition if this is not part of the National Curriculum. Peripatetic music teachers from the Rochdale Music Service teach individual or small group lessons. The Music Service makes a charge for these lessons which also covers the loan of a musical instrument. We give parents information about additional music tuition at the start of each academic year. Children who receive tuition in brass are automatically members of the school Brass Band. Conductor’s fees are paid by the school. 
There is no charge made for membership of the school choir. Choir leader and accompanist fees are paid by the school.
Swimming

The school organises swimming lessons for all children in Year 3. These take place in school time and are part of the National Curriculum. We make no charge for this activity. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place, and we ask parents for their written permission for their child to take part in swimming lessons. School uses Sports Premium Grant to buy badges to celebrate children’s achievements. 
Sports activities
National curriculum Physical Education activities are provided without charge to all pupils. An extended range of activities is provided through the school’s links with local sports clubs, secondary schools, other primary schools, Extended Schools Hub.
Sports Clubs delivered by school staff are provided free of charge. Some sports clubs involve a small charge where an external coach is used.
Links with local sports clubs and associations provide pupils with opportunities to take part in additional activities. Charges are sometimes made by these clubs and associations and cost implications are made known to parents when the activities are advertised.
Modern languages
French is taught to all pupils in Key Stage 2 as part of the school’s curriculum provision and there is no charge for this provision.

Club Francais is provided on the school site by a private company and parents pay charges for this tuition directly to the Club leader.

Breakages, Vandalism and Damage
The Governors may ask parents to pay for damage to school property or equipment where this is a result of a pupil’s behaviour. Parents may be asked to pay the cost of replacing lost library or other books or items of school sports team kit.
St. Michael’s Nursery Class

15 hours per week Nursery provision for children aged 3+ is government funded for all children. Parents applying for 30 hours funding and meeting the criteria, have 30 hours funded provision. As of September 2017 additional sessions above those funded are charged at £4.95 per hour in line with Government funding levels. 
Early Birds and Owls Provision

School before and after school provision is charged at £4.00 for the morning session, 7.45-8.55am and £8.60 for the after school session, 3.30-6.00pm. A fine of £20 is imposed for late collection to cover the cost of overtime payments for the caretaker and two members of club staff.
Lettings

Refer to the school Lettings and Finance Policy for detailed information regarding hourly charges and caretaking costs.
Debt Collection

In all cases monies owed to school are chased through reminders to parents/carers by email as per Local Authority template letters and other templates included in individual policies such as school meals. The Governing Board make every effort to ensure that all debts are recovered so that the school budget, which is public money, can be spent on learning.
Monitoring and review
This policy will be reviewed triennially as part of the school’s programme of policy review. 

Confirmation the ‘Charging Policy’ in respect of St Michael’s C of E Primary School has been discussed and approved by Governing Board. 
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