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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW – Autumn TERM 2023     

YEAR 1 – Dragon Class 

English:. Dragon class will develop spoken language and listening skills to enhance communication across a range of contexts and to a range of audiences. They will continue to learn 
phonics through the Bug Club scheme and daily, discrete phonics sessions. They will focus on applying that phonics knowledge and skills to decode words and respond speedily with the 
correct sound to grapheme for all taught phonemes. They will be taught to read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words and will learn to read the common exception words 
in the Year 1 list. They will begin to understand how to check the sense of reading through self-correcting and to suggest the meaning of unknown words from their context. By exploring 
and being guided through a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond which they can read independently, Dragon class will develop the ability to make inferences 
from clues in a book and to predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far. In writing, Dragon class will focus on the writing purposes of writing to inform (recount 
and instructions) and writing to entertain (narrative). They will learn and practice a range of technical skills, such as using coordinating conjunctions to link two main ideas, or using noun 
phrases to add detail description, and will embed skills already emerging, such as using capital letter and full stops to demarcate sentences.  
Home Learning: In order to develop the skills of reading fluently and with expression, the children are expected to read daily and record this in their reading record.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mathematics: Year 1 will continue to develop their mathematical understanding and knowledge by following the White Rose maths scheme and using the concrete, pictorial and abstract 
methodology. Each lesson will follow the simple three-part structure of a revision of prior learning (Flashback 4), exposition and practice of the new key learning (fluency) and by finishing 
with a problem-solving exercise (the application of learning).  Year 1 will begin with a five-week unit on place value in which the children will learn to sort objects, count objects and 
represent objects. They will then move on to mastering the recognition of numbers as words, counting on from any number, counting backwards within 10, finding 1 more and 1 less, 
ordering objects and numbers, and learning comparative mathematical language, such as fewer, more and same. Following this, Dragon Class will study a five-week unit on addition and 
subtraction through which they will learn to manipulate number bonds within and to 10, identify fact families, and finding a part. They will also explore methods of addition and 
subtraction such as part-whole models and number lines. 
 
Home Learning: To build number confidence and fluency, the children are encouraged to play the White Rose 1-minute maths app daily.   

 
Science: Dragon Class will begin their exploration of the science curriculum through the unit Animals, including humans. The first series of lessons will enable the children to learn how 
to identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body is associated with each sense. The unit then takes the children through a series of 
lessons where they learn how to identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. They learn how to identify and name a variety 
of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. And finally, they learn how to describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals including pets). Following on from this unit, Year 1 will then move on to the unit entitled Seasonal Changes through which the children will learn how to 
observe changes across the four seasons and observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies. 
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Computing: In computing, Year 1 will begin the Autumn Term studying a computing systems and networks unit entitled Technology Around Us. Through this unit the children will 
learn how to recognize technology in school and use it responsibly. This will include using technology purposefully to create, organize, store, manipulate, and retrieve digital content; 
recognizing common uses of information technology within and outside of the school context; and using technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private, and 
knowing who to contact when they have concerns about content or use. Following on from this. Dragon Class will study Digital Painting from the creating media area of the computing 
curriculum. This will involve being able to choose the appropriate tools in a program to create art, and making comparisons with working non-digitally. 

 
History: In Term 1, Dragon Class’s History topic is Changes Within Living Memory through which they will explore the changes to a local site (SHAPE International School) by answering 

the question, how has our school changed since 1967? They will go on to study a significant historical event, people and place in their own locality focussing on World War 1 as the 

source of Remembrance Day and will answer the key question, why do people wear poppies? Throughout both units they will develop a progression of historical skills across a range of 

domains: chronological understanding, range and depth of historical knowledge, interpretations of history and historical enquiry.  

 

 
Geography: To complement the history topic, Year 1’s geography unit focuses on the geography of the British Section grounds and the local area. This unit involves the children looking 
at simple maps and aerial views of the local area, discussing and asking questions about its main features and the way symbols have been used; working together to create a simple map 
of the local area; observing, recording, discussing and asking questions about the main features of the local area; making connections between their investigation of the local area and 
what they have learned about weather, climate and the UK; using appropriate vocabulary when describing local features and those of the UK, including for seasons and local weather. 

Art and Design: In the Autumn Term, Year 1 Dragons will be following the Access Art curriculum and studying the Pathway Spirals. The key concepts embedded are that drawing is a 
physical and emotional activity - when we draw, we can move our whole body; that we can control the lines we make by being aware of how we hold a drawing tool, how much pressure 
we apply, and how fast or slow we move; that we can draw from observation or imagination; and that we can use colour to help our drawings engage others. In this pathway children 
are enabled to build an understanding about the way they can make marks on a drawing surface. They explore how the way they hold a drawing tool, and move their bodies, will affect 
the drawings they make. Children will begin to explore mark-making and experiment with how they can use the marks they make in their drawings. They are introduced to the fact that 
they can make drawings as a result of observation, without a seen subject matter. (i.e. from action or imagination) and that they can make drawings as a result of observation. Children 
are introduced to sketchbooks as a place of personal exploration, and enabled to make their own sketchbook. 
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Design and Technology: The DT project in the Autumn Term of Year 1 will focus on the area of mechanisms – slides and leavers. Children will explore and evaluate a collection of books 
and everyday products that have moving parts, including those with levers and sliders, and will be introduced to the key vocabulary of this subject area (lever, pivot, slider, left, right, 
push, pull, up, down, forwards, backwards, in and out). The children will generate ideas based on simple design criteria and their own experiences, explaining what they could make, and 
will develop, model and communicate their ideas through drawings and mock-ups with card and paper. They will learn to plan, select and use the appropriate tools and use simple 
finishing techniques suitable for the product. Finally, they will learn how to evaluate their product by discussing how well it works in relation to the purpose and the user and whether it 
meets design criteria. 
 
Music: During the Autumn term, pupils in Year 1 will study the topic entitled The Pulse and Rhythm. They will be encouraged to follow a steady beat and to move and change tempo.  
Where rhythm is concerned, pupils will start to copy simple rhythm patterns and to name and play a variety of untuned percussion instruments. We will then study, ‘More Sounds 
Around,’ and we will be listening to sounds in the local environment, comparing high and low sounds.  We will also study ‘Ourselves and Music,’ which will explore body percussion. 
The singing of simple songs, chants and rhymes will also be included. 

 
Religious Education: The focus for RE this term will be the unit, who is a Christian and what do they believe? This unit enables pupils to begin to understand what Christians believe 
about God and about Jesus as the Son of God. This unit looks at stories about Jesus and stories that Jesus told. The planning gives opportunity for good links with the English curriculum. 
Teaching in this unit will help children to understand that Christians see God as Father and Creator and Jesus as the Son of God and an inspiration to Christian people.  
This unit also allow pupils to study prayer and in particular the Lord’s prayer. 

 
PSHE: In the autumn term, PSHE lessons will be based around relationships, with a focus on the school’s character virtues.  In the first few sessions, we will look at Families and  
Friendships and children will learn about the roles of different people; different kinds of family; and feeling cared for. Dragon Class will then move on to the topic of Safe Relationships 
and explore ideas around recognizing privacy; staying safe; and seeking permission. Finally, Year 1 will move onto Respecting Ourselves and Others through which they will develop 
understanding on how behavior affects others and the importance of being polite and respectful. 

 
PE: We will head down to the running track for the first few weeks, where the children will learn how to pace themselves in a cross-country format to improve in their stride and 
stamina. We will continue with several sessions learning the skills involved in tag rugby, such as tackling, running, defending. agility, ball skills and how to use space effectively. We will 
also take part in the school cross country tournament. The term will end with a unit on dance through which the children will learn to design their own series of connective movements 
and to control their own bodies whilst they move.  
  
 
  
 

French: In French, the children will focus on learning the French vocabulary associated with greetings, numbers, colours and animals (especially pets). This unit enables the children to 
understand and use some routine language; explore some sounds in the French language; and to give children a glimpse into the lives of their French peers. 

 


