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English: This term, the children will study the fiction texts ‘Boy in the Tower’ and ‘Cogheart’, and will read a range of non-fiction books relating to materials and their properties, and 
volcanoes and earthquakes.  Year 5 will continue to develop their inference and prediction skills, with particular emphasis on justifying their opinions with evidence from the text. They 
will learn to summarise events across a number of chapters, and to make comparisons within and across texts. As the range and depth of their reading increases, Year 5 will nurture the 
ability to extract themes and conventions across a variety of texts, and to comment intelligently on the author’s deliberate choice of structure, language and punctuation. In writing, 
Year 5 will continue to write across a range of purposes and within a range of genres, including writing to entertain, to persuade and to inform. Writing skills taught will include a variety 
of complex, multi-clause sentence structures (such as relative clauses, parenthesis, subordinate clauses and fronted adverbials), the correct use of high-level punctuation (semi-colons, 
colons and apostrophes), and a range of figurative devices (simile and metaphor). In Spelling, year 5 will continue to follow the Jane Considine scheme of learning and will focus on 
apostrophes, hyphens, common prefixes and suffixes, and irregular exception words. The children will also continue to learn how to spell the commonly mis-spelt words from the Y5/6 
word list. Home Learning: In order to practise developing the skills of reading fluently and with expression, the children are expected to read daily and record this in their reading record. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mathematics: Learning in number will focus on decimals: to add and subtract decimals within one; to add and subtract decimals across one; to add and subtract decimals with the same 
number of decimal places; and to add and subtract decimals with a different number of decimal places. In geometry, Year 5 will focus on the topics of shape, and position and direction. 
In shape, Year 5 will learn how to classify, estimate and measure angles; how to draw angles accurately; and to calculate angles both around a point and on a straight line. Whilst studying 
position and direction, Apollo Class will focus on developing the skills required to read and plot coordinates; translate coordinates; identify and mark lines of symmetry; and draw shape 
along a line of reflection. This year’s mathematical journey will culminate with the measurement module on converting units. Whilst studying converting units, the children will learn 
how to convert units of length, convert between metric and imperial units; convert units of time; and to calculate timetables. 
 

 
Home Learning: To build number confidence and fluency, the children are encouraged to play the White Rose 1-minute maths app daily!  

 
 
  
Science: In science, the children will look at the ‘Properties of materials & their changes’. They will compare and group materials and discover that some materials will dissolve in liquid 

to form a solution as well as use their knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures can be separated including filtering, sieving and evaporating. They will also look at 

irreversible changes of state resulting in the formation of new materials as well as being able to demonstrate that changes brought about by mixing and dissolving are largely reversible. 

Later, we will move on to biology and learn about the life cycles of mammals, amphibians, reptiles and birds and about the process of reproduction in some animals and plants.  
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Computing: In the first half of the Summer Term, Year 5 will focus on the topic Introduction to Vector Graphics. This will involve creating images in a drawing program by using layers 
and groups of objects. Children will learn to select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of 
programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information. Year 5’s computing curriculum will come to 
completion with the programming topic Selection in Quizzes. In this area of study, the children will learn to explore selection in programming to design and code an interactive quiz. 
They will design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling or simulating physical systems, and solve problems by decomposing them into smaller 
parts. 
 

 
History: In history lessons we will focus on ‘Education’ from Roman times to the present day. Y5 will study sources from different periods of history and use these to make hypotheses 

about what education was like in the past and how it gradually changed.  They will use what they have learnt to construct an annotated timeline of education commenting on aspects of 

education in different periods of history. The children will also have the opportunity to reflect and consider the key questions: ‘How much would you have enjoyed going to school in 

the past?’ and ‘Did education help everyone?’ 

 
 

 
Geography: This term the focus is Volcanoes & Earthquakes. The children will learn what lies beneath the surface of the Earth in terms of structure as well as discovering what happens 
when the Earth’s plates meet. They will identify and describe the key features of a volcano as well as find out about real volcanoes.  In addition to this, Y5 will identify the effects of 
volcanoes and earthquakes on land and people. The children will be able to describe what to do in the event of an earthquake and explain what kind of emergency help is required to 
rescue survivors after an earthquake. Y5 will also be required to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of living near a fault line or a volcano. 
 

 

Art and Design: To enhance our learning about ‘Volcanoes and earthquakes’ in geography, the children will be introduced to landscape artists such as Frank Bowling and Vanessa 
Gardiner who are abstract expressionist artists. In addition to this the children will also have the opportunity to sculpt their own volcanoes out of papier mâché. Prior to the 
construction of these sculptures, Apollo Class will plan their designs in their sketch books. Part of the planning process will involve describing the processes they will go through to 
create their volcano sculptures. These sculptures will be painted to look realistic, and the children will use a range of media to create collages to construct the surrounding countryside.  
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Design and Technology: The children in Y5 will continue to create their simple mechanical system: a pulley or gears. We will learn that mechanical and electrical systems have an input, 
process and output; that gears and pulleys can be used to speed up, slow down or change the direction of movement; and be able to use technical vocabulary relevant to the project. 
Finally, we will be able to evaluate our product against the original design and test to make judgements of functuality and use.  

 
Music: In music this term Year 5 pupils will continue to work upon their musical knowledge and skills relating to listening, singing, composing and performing. They will undertake a 
musical unit understanding how musical drones are created and how these are used in songs. The children will compose their own musical drones and perform them to their classmates. 
The pupils will also listen to some Victorian music hall songs, learning to sing a few of these too. Victorian melodramas will also be studied and the children will listen to some of the 
popular songs created by Gilbert and Sullivan. 

 
Religious Education: Year 5 will study the key question, ‘What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?’ This investigation allows the pupils to learn in depth about how Muslims 

follow their religious and spiritual way of life. Pupils will study the five pillars of Islam and how these are important to Muslim believers. The children will have the opportunity to learn 

about the Qur’an as a form of guidance for Muslims. 

 

 
PSHE: There will be three main strands to our PSHE lessons. Firstly, we will look at physical health and mental well-being, with a focus on healthy sleep habits; sun safety; medicines, 
vaccinations, immunisations and allergies. Following that, we will move onto a unit about growing and changing with lessons on personal identity and recognising individuality and 
different qualities. Finally, we will learn about keeping safe in different situations, including responding in emergencies and first aid. 
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PE: The first unit, will explore traditional dance where the children are required to follow a sequence and routine of steps in a group format as well as keeping in time with the music 
 Our next unit will be following a scheme dedicated to gymnastics. The lessons will involve travelling, using our core strength as well as developing our upper and lower body strength. 
The children will be aware of body extension, body tension and control as they devise and create their own sequences that include body shape and balance. We will follow these sessions 
with a unit on athletics. Our lessons will take place at the athletics track and we will work on building the skills needed for sports day. These will include developing speed, strength and 
stamina in running and improving our throwing and jumping skills. 
  
  
French: The children will learn the French vocabulary linked to the ‘weather’ and learn to give information and ‘directions’ based on where they live in Belgium. They will listen to spoken 
language and show their understanding by joining in and responding. Role play opportunities - will enable the children to broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand 
new words. They will also continue to develop accurate pronunciation and intonation to give them the confidence to communicate in everyday situations. 
 
 
 

 


