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English: This term, the children will study ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’ by Drew Daywalt, plus a range of other high-quality fiction and non-fiction books. They will also continue to build-
up their repertoire of poems learnt by heart, with a particular focus on ‘The Owl and the Pussycat’ by Edward Lear. Monitoring their reading, the children will continue to check that 
newly decoded words make contextual sense, and explore their meanings. They will also continue to be encouraged to use morphology to read unknown words. Focused spelling sessions 
will continue to be taught daily, helping the children move towards more word-specific spelling ability. Misspelling will continue to provide an opportunity to learn alternative ways of 
representing sounds. The children will also learn to apply their growing knowledge of word and spelling structure, and their expanding knowledge of root words. English lessons will focus 
on writing clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting language and style to suit writing to entertain (narratives, descriptions and poetry) and to inform (recounts, letters and 
instructions). Writing skills will focus on writing sentences with different forms (statement, question, exclamation, command); expanded noun phrases to describe and specify; using 
present and past tenses correctly and consistently; and using subordination (when, if, that, because) and co-ordination (or, and, but) to combine sentences. Handwriting lessons will 
continue to focus on writing with a cursive style. Finally, the children will continue to develop spoken language and listening skills to enhance communication. 
  
Home Learning: In order to practise developing the skills of reading fluently and with expression, the children are expected to read daily and record this in their reading record.  
 
 
 
Mathematics: Learning in number will focus on fractions. Using real-life objects and pictorial representations, the children will explore making and recognising equal and unequal parts, 
and learn to recognise halves, quarters and thirds. They will be introduced to the notation ½, ¼ and ⅓, and to the language of numerator and denominator. The children will also be 
introduced to the non-unit fractions ⅔ and ¾ and explore equivalence. Learning in measurement will focus on time. Building on skills from Y1, the children will re-visit telling the time to 
the hour and half-past the hour. Using knowledge of fractions, they will learn to identify ‘quarter past’ and ‘quarter to’ the hour, and then learn to tell the time to the nearest 5-minutes. 
In statistics, the children will be introduced to tally charts as a systematic method of recording data, and use them to produce pictograms. They will also learn to construct and interpret 
block diagrams and simple tables. Finally, learning in geometry will focus on position and direction. Here the children will learn to use mathematical vocabulary to describe position, 
movement and turns.    
 
Home Learning: To build number confidence and fluency, the children are encouraged to play the White Rose 1-minute maths app daily.  
 
 
 
Science: Our studies will focus on animals, including humans. The first unit centres on growth, health and survival, and will take the children through a series of lessons where they learn 
to describe the needs of animals for survival; explore the importance of eating the right food; describe what a healthy, balanced diet looks like; investigate the impact of exercise on their 
bodies, and the importance of hygiene. The second unit will focus on life cycles. Here, the children will learn to describe and order the stages of the human life cycle, and those of a 
chicken, butterfly and frog! The children will be taught to use practical scientific methods, processes and skills, such as asking questions and recognising that they can be answered in 
different ways; observing closely, using simple equipment; performing simple tests; identifying and classifying; using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions; and 
gathering and recording data to help answer questions. 
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Computing: The first unit – Programming: Robot algorithms – will develop understanding of instructions in sequences and the use of logical reasoning to predict outcomes. The children 
will use given commands in different orders to investigate how the order affects the outcome. They will also learn about design in programming, developing artwork, and testing it for 
use in a program. Finally, they will design algorithms, test them as programs and debug them. In the second programming unit – Programming: An introduction to quizzes – the children 
will understand that sequences of commands have an outcome, and make predictions based on their learning. They will use and modify designs to create their own quiz questions in 
ScratchJr, and realise these designs using blocks of code. Finally, the children will evaluate their work and make improvements to their programming projects.  
 
 
History: Learning this term centres on developing the children’s knowledge of events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. The children will firstly explore 
the key question ‘Who was Napoleon and why do we remember him?’ They will become 'history detectives' as they use evidence to find out about Napoleon's life and create a timeline 
to re-tell his life story. The children will then explore the key question ‘What was it like to be a soldier at the Battle of Waterloo?’. Here they will investigate quotes from historical texts 
and from soldiers of the time to build a picture of daily life. (We hope to conclude this unit of study with a field trip to the Memorial Museum in Waterloo where the children will be able 
to develop their understanding of the battle through uniforms, historical items and animated maps; discover the immense historic panorama painting; and climb the 226 steps to the top 
of the Lion’s Mound to appreciate an exceptional view of the battlefield.) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Geography: Learning in geography will focus on place knowledge. The children will learn about geographical similarities and differences as they contrast the human and physical 
geography of an area of the UK with that of a contrasting non-European country. The children will learn to locate Zambia on a map of the world and then find the village of Mugurameno. 
They will find out how the river is used in the village, look at the villagers’ houses, and compare their own lives with those of the villagers. The children will also continue to develop their 
map skills, using simple compass directions and locational and directional language to describe features and routes on a map.  
 
 
Art and Design: The art curriculum aims to continue to engage, inspire and challenge the children, equipping them with knowledge and skills to create their own works of art, craft and 

design. The children will be working on a stick transformation project. They will begin with some sculptural warm-up activities to encourage them to think creatively and laterally about 

how they can use materials to create small sculptures. Inspired by Guatemalan worry dolls, they will then go on to make a class of stick people! Sketchbooks will continue to be used 

throughout to help children brainstorm, record and reflect. 

 
 
Design and Technology: Our focus in DT will be working with textiles. The children will design, make and evaluate a glove puppet based on one of the characters from Edward Lear’s 
poem ‘The Owl and the Pussycat’. After generating ideas through talking and drawings based on their own experiences, the children will develop them using templates and pattern 
pieces to create mock-ups. Prior to making the puppets, the children will explore and evaluate various joining techniques, media and materials. As they test and modify their puppets, 
the children will be encouraged to explain their choices. Finally, the children will use their puppets to entertain their classmates, evaluating it against the original design criteria. 
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Music: In music this term, the children will continue to build upon their musical confidence and will have the opportunity to improve their listening, singing, composing and musicianship 
skills. We will listen to and enjoy the genre of ‘Popular music,’ learning about this style and about some of the artists who created great popular music.  In addition, the children will also 
work upon and improve their pitch skills and will explore pitch upon a variety of different musical instruments. Singing different melodies will help to further the children’s personal 
understanding of pitch. We will also learn about the musical tradition of sea shanties and will learn to sing these songs and move to their beat.                                                       Miss Briers 
 
 
Religious Education: Year 2 will be exploring the key question ‘How should we care for others and the world and why does it matter?’ This investigation allows children to learn in depth 
from different religions and spiritual ways of life about caring for other people and the world. The children will study Bible stories and will learn about the lives of believers, Dr Barnardo 
and Mother Teresa and the significant work that they created. The Jewish practice of Tzedekah and Sukkot will also be studied. Additionally, the children will learn about how beliefs can 
be turned into actions for many religious and non-religious people.                                                                                                                                                                                              Miss Briers 
 
 
 
PSHE: The core learning theme this term is health and wellbeing. With an initial focus on physical health and mental wellbeing, the children will learn why sleep and rest are important; 
how medicines can help people; how to keep their teeth healthy; and how to manage a range of feelings. The second strand will focus on growing and changing. Here, the children 
will learn about the human life cycle; learn to name the main parts of the body; and discuss moving to a new class or school at the end of the academic year. The final strand of this 
theme will focus on keeping safe. The children will learn how to keep themselves safe in familiar and unfamiliar environments, such as at home, in school, online and ‘out and about’.  
These studies will continue to be enhanced by our whole-school character education programme, providing a systematic approach to character-building. Within this programme, the 
children will be supported to develop their learning powers and character virtues. 
 
 
PE: The first unit – Skill Showdown – focusses on the fundamental movement skill of coordination. The children will learn to develop their creativity and adaptation skills, and have 
opportunities to improve footwork patterns, object manipulation and control while travelling. The second unit – Game Changers – focusses on balance and agility. Here, the children 
will think about what they can do well and follow simple rules while completing activities to improve static and dynamic balance, agility, reaction and response, and hand-eye 
coordination. Multitasking, reasoning, and solving are all key words built into this unit. The opportunity to compete in the whole-school sports day event will help build character and 
embed values such as perseverance, fairness and respect.  
 
  
 

 
French: The children will enjoy a range of stories, songs, poems and rhymes linked to the season of summer. With a particular focus on emotions, they will listen to spoken language 

and show their understanding by joining in and responding. Role play opportunities – at the ice cream shop! – will enable the children to broaden their vocabulary and develop their 

ability to understand new words. They will also continue to develop accurate pronunciation and intonation.                                                                                                                   Mme Marie 

 

 

 
 

 


