
Nursery Newsletter
Autumn 1 2025

Dear parents/carers,

Welcome to Early Years and a big hello to our new families starting in Nursery at Abbott! We

hope you have had a wonderful summer and are excited to jump straight into our first

half term. There are a range of exciting themes to cover and lots of new things to learn! We are
so excited to be working with your children as they begin their learning journey at Abbott.

This half term, we will be focusing on getting to know each other and settling into a new routine.

We aim to celebrate your child’s preferences and interests, support them to engage with their new

peers and most importantly, have fun through lots of play and exploration!

We want to learn as much as we can about your children and discover all of their unique

qualities and achievements. It is very important in Early Years to develop friendships and social

skills so we will be spending time supporting emotional wellbeing and creating a safe, happy

learning environment.

Thank you as always for your continued support and cooperation.

Mrs Peters

r.peters@abbott.manchester.sch.uk
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https://www.abbott.manchester.sch.uk/class/eyfs





Important Reminders
Your child must bring spare clothes (including underwear)

every day in their school bag. Please label ALL of your child’s

belongings!

Please ensure that your child brings a labelled water bottle to

school everyday. If you wish your child to have their own

snack, please ensure it is fruit or vegetables.

We are a nut free school. Please ensure your child is not

bringing food containing nuts into school, including spreads,

chocolates and cereal bars.







Physical Development

• Show independence in eating and 

learning how to use a knife and 

fork. 

• Use small motor skills to do 

things independently, for example 

hang their coat on their peg. 

• Explore different materials and 

tools which develop the fine 

motor skills (large tweezers, play-

dough rollers and cutters, hole 

punch, threading etc).

• Use strength, agility, balance and 

coordination to climb up and get 

across the climbing frame safely. 

• Use a range of bikes and scooters 

to demonstrate balance and 

ability to negotiate space. 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development

• Begin to manage transitions, for 

example from their parent to 

their key person. 

• Find ways to calm themselves, 

through being calmed and 

comforted by their key person.

• Play with increasing confidence 

on their own and with other 

children, because they know their 

key person is nearby.

• Learn to use the toilet 

independently.

Communication 

and Language

• Join in with familiar  songs and 

nursery rhymes.

• Use words to say how they are 

feeling such as happy, sad, tired, 

angry, excited. 

• Enjoy talking about themselves 

and their family.

• Understand simple instructions 

‘line up’, ‘sit down’, ‘stop’. 
• Identify familiar objects and 

properties for practitioners when 

they are described: for example: 

‘Katie’s coat’, ‘blue car’, ‘shiny 
apple’.

Curriculum Overview



Understanding the World

• Use their senses to explore the 

world around them.

• Have a sense of own immediate 

family and relations and pets 

and how they are special to 

them.

• Build on first hand experiences in 

the home corner and other areas.

Mathematics

• Identify colours.

• Match items to colour.

• Match items of the same colour, 

shape and size.

• Sort items by colour, shape and 

size.

Literacy

• Develop phonological awareness so 

they can: - identify and 

differentiate between 

environmental sounds.

• Show curiosity when looking at 

books and enjoy sharing books 

with adults. 

• Enjoy mark making freely using 

a variety of materials (chalk, 

pens, pencils, crayons, paint) 

• Make a wide variety of marks 

with control, such as a variety 

of simple shapes and lines.

Curriculum Overview

Expressive Arts and Design

• Make intentional marks which 

they can talk about.

• Explores colour and colour mixing 

using paint.

• Take part in simple pretend play.



Reading
Children will bring home a reading record and picture book for you to share and enjoy together

at home. This needs to be brought in every Monday to be changed.

To help support a love of reading at home, your child will also receive a special ‘bedtime story’
book each week. This is for you to enjoy together at a quiet time, such as before bed, and should

be returned the following Monday too.

To further support independent reading for pleasure, take a look at the suggestions below that are

linked to the topics and authors we are focusing on this half term. All of these books can be

found on Youtube to listen to at home if you do not have access to a physical copy.
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