
Year 6 – Autumn Term 1- Have we always looked like this?

How can we organise living things into 

groups?

How have living things changed over 

time?

How can offspring be similar and different 

to their parents?

What is mutation and how does it occur?

How are some animals and 

plants well adapted to their 

environment?

What can fossils tell us 

about life on Earth millions 

of years ago?

How does adaptation lead to evolution?

What is natural selection and how has it 

aided evolution?

How has the human skeleton adapted 

to our lifestyle?

How do human skeletons compare with 

those of Neanderthals and apes?

Identifying, classifying and grouping: Kingdom, phylum, class, order, family, genus, species.

Pattern seeking: Observe and raise questions about whether there is a pattern between the size and shape of a 

bird’s beak and the type of food it eats.

Research with secondary sources: Charles Darwin’s classification of animals.

Research with secondary sources: Know how fossils (the remains or traces of living things which have been 

preserved in sedimentary rock) can  aid palaeontologists in finding out about life on Earth millions of years ago.

Recording data: Identify the most common eye colour in our class. 

Art and Design:

Sketch an accurate self 

portrait.

Geography:

Locate the Galapagos Islands on a map.

Compare the life on the Galapagos Islands 

with life in Mossley.

History:

Learn about the life and work of 

Charles Darwin and Carl Linnaeus.

Asking 

Questions
Observing

Making 

Predictions
Setting up Tests Recording data Evaluating

Communicating 

Results

Questions I would like to be answered during this topic:

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 



KEY VOCABULARY
Species A group of similar organisms that are able to 

produce offspring with one another.

Classification Arranging organisms into groups of similar 

‘things’.

Mammal Warm blooded vertebrates who are able to 

grow hair and feed their young with milk.

Reptile Cold blooded vertebrates covered with scales 

or bony plates. Usually lay soft-shelled eggs.

Amphibian Cold-blooded vertebrates that don’t have 

scales.

Offspring The child or young of a human, animal or plant, 

created as a result of the reproductive process.

Inheritance The passing of traits from a parent to their 

offspring.

Inherited 

characteristics

Genetic characteristics passed to offspring 

such as eye and hair colour and blood type.

Evolution A theory that all kinds of living things 

developed from earlier types by gradually 

changing over time.

Adaptation The changing of an animal or plant to better 

suit its environment.

Natural selection A natural process of evolution where 

organisms better adapted to their environment 

are more likely to survive.

Extinction A permanent disappearance or elimination of a 

species from earth.

Fossils The remains or traces of plants and animals 

that lived long ago.

Year 6 – Autumn Term 1 – Have we always looked like this? Charles Darwin

Darwin’s theory of evolution challenged the 

idea that God made all the animals and plants 

on Earth. He suggested that all life descended 

from a common ancestor and changed and 

adapted (evolved over time). Animals and 

plants better adapted to their environments 

were more likely to survive and continued to 

successfully reproduce.

Carl Linnaeus

Linnaeus placed living organisms into groups 

depending on their characteristics. This is 

called classification. The classification of 

species allows organisms to be put into 

smaller and more specialised groups.


