
Year 3 – Spring 1 –Why do people pray?

What is prayer 
and how can it 
help religious 
people?

Can you identify 
some symbols used 
in prayers in 
different religions?

Can you describe 
the practice of 
prayer in the 
religions studied?

What are the 
similarities and 
differences in ideas 
about how God 
hears pray in 
Christianity, Islam 
and Hinduism?

Can you make links 
between beliefs and 
practice of prayer 
in different 
religions?

What are the 
similarities and 
differences in ideas 
about how God hears 
pray in Christianity, 
Islam and Hinduism? 

What does the 
concept ‘spiritual but 
not religious’ mean? Is 
it more use to be kind 
and helpful than to 
pray?

Can you discuss and 
consider the impact of 
praying? 

What is the 
significance of prayer 
in life today? 



KEY VOCABULARY

Spiritual  relating to or affecting the 
human spirit, mind or soul as 
opposed to material or physical 
things.

Gayatri Mantra Hindu Prayer, mantra (a word or 
sound repeated to aid 
concentration in meditation).

The First Surah of 
the Qur’an

An Islamic prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer A Christian Prayer

worship To honour or show reverence for 
as a divine being or supernatural 
power.

symbol Something that stands for 
something else.

Mandir Centres for the community and 
worship.

Shrine A holy or sacred place with 
something important inside it, 
such as the tomb of a religious 
person.
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How do 
Christians pray?

How do Hindu’s
pray?

How do Muslims
pray?

Things I would like to know 
about this topic.

1. _______________________
_______________________

2. ________________________
_________________________

3. ________________________
__________________________
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