
Year 1 – Spring Term 1 Which materials should the three little pigs have 
used to build their house?

(Sc) Working Scientifically: 

Comparative and fair testing: Which material is the strongest? Investigate which materials are 

absorbent.

Identifying, classifying and grouping: Compare and group together a variety of everyday 

materials on the basis of their properties. Which materials are the best to build a house? 

(Sc) Materials: 

Name a range of different materials and find out about their properties.

Understand how different materials are suitable for different functions.

Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made.

Computing:

To learn how to stay safe 

online including 

protecting passwords 

and use websites 

appropriately. E-safety 

week – online 

relationships.

Music:

Untuned 

percussion 

instruments –

compose and 

play to add 

effects into the 3 

little pigs story.

Design Technology: 
Design and make a 

bridge using spaghetti 

to hold a weight. 

Art:

Monet – bridge over 

waterlilies.  Collage.

Printing using 

natural and man 

made materials.

Geography:
Environmental: 

Thinking of actions we 
can take to minimise 
our environmental 
impact and learn about 
recycling. Sort objects 
by material to recycle. 

Forest School: 
Build structures 

History:

Look at houses through 

the ages and how they 

have changed.

English Units: 

Narrative – Traditional 

Tales: Three Little Pigs

Non-Fiction- Instructions: 

How to build a house.

Asking Questions Observing
Identifying and 

Classifying
Setting up Tests Recording data Evaluating



KEY VOCABULARY
Material What something is made out of e.g. glass, paper, 

plastic, wood. 

Properties The properties of a material tell us how useful 
they are for different jobs e.g. The metal is hard 
and strong to build a bridge out of. The glass is 
see-through (transparent) and is useful for 
windows. 

Absorbent Soaks up water.

Non-absorbent Doesn’t soak up water. 

Hard Tough, not easily broken.

Soft Easy to mould or cut. 

Bendy Soft and flexible.

Rigid Not soft and flexible, not easy to change shape. 

Stretchy Easy to pull, change shape.

Rough Hard to the touch, uneven surface.

Smooth Even and regular surface. 
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My Questions about this topic

• What does the word materials mean?
• What are things made out of?
• How can you make a strong bridge? 
• What do the words rigid / absorbent / 

properties mean?
• What are useful materials? 
• What are silly materials?
• How did houses look in the past?
• Who is Claude Monet? 
• What can we recycle?

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardening-guy.com%2Ftag%2Fthree-little-pigs%2F&psig=AOvVaw2mk03al8FxUzKEFu1oa6RM&ust=1588262970270000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMDb6-CCjukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE

