
Dear parents and carers, 

This year we will be using the ‘Little Wandles’ phonics programme to teach reading and 

spelling in Reception and Year 1. There will be a parents’ information meeting about this on 

Tuesday September 20th 3.30 to 4.30p.m, where you will find out much more detail about how 

the programme works and how you can support your child at home with their reading. 

One of the changes is that your child will no longer bring home a colour-banded book. 

Instead, they will have a reading book matched to the phonics phase that they are learning 

in school (phases 2-5).  

Alongside this, your child will bring home a ‘Love to read’ sharing book. This is a book that 

they have chosen from the class library. Your child is NOT expected to read this 

independently – it is to share with an adult (or older sibling for example) and is to develop a 

love of books, listening skills and language. When sharing this book you could: 

• Read it to your child 

• Look at the front cover 

• Talk about the story 

• Talk about the pictures 

• Ask your child to turn the pages 

• Talk about your favourite part of the story 

For the first two weeks of school, your child will only bring home a sharing book. They will 

bring home a phonics reading book in week 3. We understand that this is a change from 

previous years but please work with us while we bring in this new programme. You will find 

out more about the new system of reading at the parents’ phonics meeting and information 

will be made available on the school website.  

Kind regards 

Mrs Newman, Miss Redfern and Mrs Lacy 


